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Importance and Relevance of the research topic:

Following the Bolshevik coup between 1917 and 1918, the power dynamics in
the South Caucasus underwent a significant change. The Young Turks
government, which rose to power in the Ottoman Empire, had aspirations of
controlling not only the Caucasus but also Crimea and Central Asia. After the
publication of the peace decree by Soviet Russia, the Ottomans started peace
negotiations in the South Caucasus. However, this was a trick and, in fact, the
"Young Turks" government, informed by pan-Turanian ideas, planned to
restore the "Greater Turan", which should stretch from the Caucasus to Central
Asia. The Ottoman government attempted to apply the principle of self-
determination of nations, which was announced by Soviet Russia. As the Brest-
Litovsk peace negotiations began, the Ottoman government demanded the
withdrawal of Soviet Russian troops from the territories that were lost as a
result of the Russo-Ottoman war in 1877-1878. The Ottomans had to resist the
South Caucasus Commissariat, which made the years of 1917-1918 particularly
difficult for them. Following the Declaration of Independence, the republics of
the South Caucasus were faced with the challenge of repelling the aggressive
imperialist actions of the Ottoman Empire and Soviet Russia. However, the
situation changed after the temporary armistice of Mudros on October 30,
1918, when the Entente countries divided the Ottoman territories. At this
particular moment, Mustafa Kemal and his associates emerged on the political
scene, and the national liberation movement commenced in the Ottoman
Empire. To succeed in their cause, the Kemalists required an ally who shared
their interests and could provide dependable support. During the fight against
imperialism, Soviet Russia initiated an ideological propaganda campaign among
Muslim peoples which proved to be crucial for the success of the struggle.
Despite being in a difficult position due to the serious threat of the White
movement on its southern borders, Soviet Russia was the only reliable
guarantee for the success of the struggle. The Bolsheviks saw the national

liberation movement in Anatolia as a way to promote socialism. They found
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the idea of propagating their ideology to fight against imperialism and protect
oppressed nations quite appealing. As a result, the Bolshevik government
formed an alliance with the Kemalist Turks, driven by mutual interest. This
alliance had a significant impact on the world order and determined the fate of
the republics in the South Caucasus. Soviet Russia was able to quickly establish
Soviet rule in the South Caucasus republics, while the Angora government was
compelled to abandon its plans of territorial expansion under the "national

covenant" in exchange for assistance.

The importance of the research topic lies in the fact that Georgian researchers
studying the years of Georgia's independence face a shortage of Ottoman
archival documents or memoirs. Similarly, Turkish historians often
misinterpret Menshevik Georgia's foreign policy and subsequent Sovietization
issues, and offer a one-sided evaluation of historical events. Unfortunately,
researchers are unable to access Georgian or Ottoman sources in many cases

due to the language barrier.
Research goals and objectives:

1. What factors and historical processes led to the alliance of Turkish

nationalists and Soviet Russia;

2. ‘What geopolitical influence did this alliance have on the South
Caucasus republics? Our goal is to show the attitudes and views of the military

and political figures involved in the political processes;

3. The dynamics of changes in the borders of the South Caucasus in terms

of the relationship between nationalists and Bolsheviks;

4. Representing and confronting the interests of the Soviet government

and the Angora government;
Source knowledgebase of the work

The primary source of information for this qualification paper is documents

circulated within the Turkish scientific community, as well as documents
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preserved in Turkish archives and later published as a collection by the General
Staff and the Turkish National Mejlis. Additionally, periodicals published
between 1917-1921, such as Terciiman 1 Hakikat, Vakit, Tasvir-i Efkar, and
Hakimiyet-i Milliye, have been consulted. The existing scientific literature

related to the discussed problem has also been used as a reference in this paper.
The results of the study are as follows:

1. After the October coup, the Ottomans took advantage of the situation. They
attempted to regain the status quo by strengthening their positions in the South

Caucasus during 1877-1878 and existing status quo.

2.1In 1917-1918, the Ottoman Empire fortified its northeastern border to

prevent the spread of Bolshevism into the South Caucasus region.

3. After signing the peace agreement in Mudros, patriotic forces emerged in the
weakened Ottoman state. However, they were divided by the Entente states,
who initiated the national liberation struggle. To ensure the success of this
struggle, it was necessary to establish a connection with a partner who shared
the same interests and would accept the condition of military assistance. In this
context, Soviet Russia was the most suitable ally in the fight against the

imperialists.

4. The Turkish nationalists and the Bolsheviks shared common interests while
struggling against imperialist states. It was an excellent opportunity for Soviet
Russia to transform the Ottoman pan-Islamic ideology into a revolutionary
context. It spread the national liberation movement that had started in Anatolia
as its ideology. As they concentrated on common tasks, ideological differences

faded, forming an alliance between the two powers.

5. The Kemalist government posed no more threat to Soviet Russia in the South
Caucasus region. This was because the Angora government had accomplished
the initial task of liberating the nation and safeguarding its interests. Therefore,
Soviet Russia efficiently brought the South Caucasus republics under its
control.
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6. The alliance between Kemalist Turkey and Soviet Russia was due to
geopolitical necessity, and a long-term partnership between secular Turkey and
Communist Soviet Russia was unthinkable due to radical ideological
differences.The scientific novelty of the work and the main results of the

research:
The Scientific novelty of the paper and research results:

The scientific novelty of the research is related to the subject's topicality.
Ottoman archival materials published in collections, memoir works, and
periodicals are presented in the dissertation work, which determines its
importance. We tried to use the archival documents in the Turkish scientific
circulation and eliminate the gap in the Georgian historiography of the years of

Georgia's independence.
The research results of the dissertation are as follows:

1. After the October coup, the Ottomans found themselves in a favorable
situation. When Soviet Russia published a peace decree, Turkey took the
initiative to start peace negotiations in the Caucasus. However, this move could
be seen as a trick, as the "Young Turks" government was obsessed with pan-
Turanian ideas and planned to restore the "Great Turan." Their plan was to
create a vast territory stretching from the Caucasus to Central Asia. All of the
demands made by the Ottomans were met, and as a result of the annexation of
Kars, Artaan, and Batumi, the Ottoman Empire's power and influence
increased even more. This strengthening of the Ottomans in the South
Caucasus was met with a strongly negative assessment from the leadership of

Soviet Russia.

2.1In 1917-1918, the Ottoman Empire took measures to protect and strengthen
its northeastern border. The government of the Young Turks was concerned

about the potential spread of Bolshevism in the South Caucasus region, so they
created the Islamic Army. The primary objective of the army was to safeguard

the Muslims in the Middle East. Additionally, the decision to establish the
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army was in line with the idea of restoring "Great Turan".During 1917-1918,
the South Caucasus region of Azerbaijan was on the radar of Soviet Russia due
to its rich natural resources in Baku. However, the Soviet government was
working in contradiction to the policies of the local government of "Young
Turks". This was because the South Caucasus was being Sovietized while the

economy of Soviet Russia was on the brink of collapse.

3. Following the peace of Mudros, patriotic groups emerged in the weakened
Ottoman empire. These groups were divided by the Entente states, who
initiated the national liberation struggle. To achieve success in this struggle, it
was essential to establish an alliance with a group that shared the Turkish
nationalists' interests and was willing to provide military assistance. During the
negotiations, two camps of Turkish nationalists were involved. On one hand,
there were representatives of Mustafa Kemal, and on the other, representatives
of the Karakhol organization. Soviet Russia was considered the best partner in

the fight against the imperialists.

4. Prior to the official negotiations, the leaders who were part of the national
liberation struggle had discussions about the potential perils of Bolshevism
spreading. Mustafa Kemal, through a pragmatic and diplomatic approach,
successfully averted this danger by forming an alliance with Bolshevik Russia
that was based on the interests and geopolitical needs of his country. The
Turkish nationalists and the Bolsheviks shared a common interest in fighting
against the imperialist states. The Soviet Russia saw it as an opportunity to turn
the Ottoman pan-Islamic ideology into a revolutionary one and promote the
national liberation movement that had begun in Anatolia as their own
ideology. As they focused on common tasks, ideological differences faded, and

the two powers formed an alliance.

5. The Kemalist government no longer posed a threat to Soviet Russia in the
South Caucasus. This was because the Angora government's first priority was to
successfully establish national liberation and protect the country's interests. As

a result, Soviet Russia was able to effectively implement its plan to sovietize the
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South Caucasus republics. The state borders were officially established through
a treaty signed in Moscow in 1921 and later with the Treaty of Kars. According
to this agreement, Soviet Russia made some concessions and acknowledged
Kars-Artan as part of the Ottoman Empire, while retaining Batumi within the

territorial borders of Soviet Georgia.

6. The alliance between Kemalist Turkey and Soviet Russia was due to
geopolitical necessity. However, a long-term partnership between secular
Turkey and Communist Soviet Russia was unlikely due to radical ideological
differences. The significance of our research lies in the limited availability of
Ottoman archival documents and memoirs in the Georgian historiography
during the years of Georgia's independence. Our objective was to
comprehensively present the Kemalist-Soviet relations through primary
sources and highlight factual evidence that supports our hypotheses, rather

than presenting interpreted events.
Methodology:

The dissertation is based on qualitative research methods. In particular, we use
the descriptive and historical event interpretation methods to support our

hypotheses. Using the mentioned methodology helped us:

1. To present the reasons for the alliance of Bolsheviks and Turkish

nationalists in the historical context;

2. To arrange historical facts systematically and draw logical conclusions

based on reasoning;

3. After analyzing both Ottoman and Soviet sources, it is necessary to

develop argumentative perspectives.
The practical significance of the work

The thesis examines the relationship between the Ottoman and Angora
governments and Bolshevik Russia during 1917-1921. This study can be used

by researchers studying the history of Georgia's independence during this
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period. The work will also provide insight into the unity of Kemalists and

Bolsheviks between 1918-1921 for those interested.

The structure and volume of the work

The thesis contains 139 pages, an introduction, six chapters, and a conclusion.
Introduction

The introduction of the dissertation explains the research topic's relevance,

goals and objectives, hypotheses, scientific novelty, and primary findings.
Chapter I - Literature Review

In preparation for the dissertation, we identified the main direction of research
and conducted a literature review to reinforce our hypotheses. Our study
primarily relied on primary historical sources, which we sourced from the
Turkish General Staff Archive and the Archive of the Commissar of Foreign
Affairs of Soviet Russia. Additionally, we consulted memoir literature and
periodicals to support our research. The literature was systematized and divided
into archival material, memoirs, scientific literature, and the press. While
working on the thesis, a strong emphasis was placed on the memoir literature,
such as the memoirs of one of the prominent leaders of the national liberation
struggle - Kiazim Karabekir, the first ambassador of Angora to Soviet Russia,
General Ali Fouad Jebesoi. Collections of Mustafa Kemal's speeches and
addresses, as well as speeches and articles of Giorgi Chicherin, the Commissar
of Foreign Affairs of Soviet Russia, helped us to prove the hypotheses. The
collection of documents on the foreign policy of the South Caucasus and
Georgia, as well as the collection of documents on the foreign policy of Soviet
Russia, occupy a prominent place in the thesis. In order to enhance our
understanding of the political landscape of the South Caucasus during the
Ottoman and later Angora authorities, and to present a comprehensive view of
the political discussions surrounding the Ottoman-Russian borders since 1914,
we relied on a set of archival documents that were issued by the Turkish
General Staff. Collections of Resolutions of the Grand National Assembly and
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Minutes of the Secret Assembly covering 1920-1921. In the thesis, the existing
studies in Turkish historiography related to our research topic are used, and the

historiographic base of foreign and Russian researchers is reviewed.
Chapter II - Ottoman Empire during the First World War

The place and role of the Ottomans in the First World War are presented in
several subsections and include an overview of the international situation
before the start of the First World War, the reasons that led to the involvement
of the Ottomans in the First World War are presented, one of the first chapter's
sub-chapters is devoted to the Armenian community in the Ottoman Empire
during the First World War because Armenian separatism was a good tool for
both Tsarist Russia and Soviet Russia to implement their imperialist intentions.
During the First World War, the Bosphorus and Dardanelles Straits issue
became relevant. The highest circles of tsarist Russia already said that the time
had come to capture Constantinople. Along with Tsarist Russia, Britain and
France had an ambitious plan to conquer Constantinople. In March-April 1915,
correspondence and face-to-face meetings took place between France, Britain,
and Russia, during which the parties tried to reach an agreement on the Straits
and the issue of Constantinople. The situation changed after the October coup
in 1917, during which the Ottomans were allowed to withdraw from the war
and retain their territories. The Bolshevik government at the head of the state
refused to divide the Ottoman Empire and demanded the start of peace

negotiations to conclude a truce.
Chapter III - Ottoman policy in the South Caucasus

In the mentioned chapter, several hypotheses are discussed. Our hypothesis
suggests that after the October coup, the Ottomans aimed to increase their
influence in the Caucasus and weaken Soviet Russia. This was because Soviet
Russia was encouraging Armenian separatism and demanding the transfer of
lands to Armenia. After suffering defeat at the Brest-Litovsk, Trabzon, and
Batumi peace talks, the Ottomans managed to meet all their demands. In this

chapter, we analyzed historical documents related to the South Caucasus and
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Georgia, as well as documents about the foreign policy of the Soviet Union.
These documents helped us to strengthen our hypotheses. After the October
coup, there was a need to initiate peace talks on the Caucasus front. The
Ottomans conducted negotiations with the South Caucasus Commissariat and
all of their demands were met. After annexing Kars, Artaan, and Batumi, the
Ottoman Empire's influence and power increased considerably. During the
ongoing negotiations in Trabzon and Batumi, the Ottomans launched hostilities
to intimidate the Caucasian government and persuade them to their demands.
The Ottomans justified their actions as protecting the Muslim population from

attacks and ultimately gained control over the entire north-south border.

Chapter IV - The policy of Ottoman and Soviet Russia in the South Caucasus in
1918

After the signing of the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, the Ottoman Empire achieved
its objective in the Caucasus region. In an attempt to safeguard the South
Caucasus from the Bolsheviks, the Ottoman Empire reinforced the Caucasus
Front and established the Islamic Army. The Soviet Russia, using the slogan of
friendship and self-determination of nations, aimed to subjugate the South
Caucasus, just as the Tsarist Russia did at that time. The process of Sovietization
in the South Caucasus began with Baku, where the Bolshevik propaganda was
strong and the Musavati party was not strong enough to resist it. The expansion
of Soviet Russia into Baku was in direct opposition to Ottoman goals. The
Ottomans, in order to protect the Azerbaijanis from the Bolsheviks, first
created the "Army of Islam" and implemented the "Pan-Turanian" plans for the
unification of the nation. The Ottomans put in a lot of effort to transform
Batumi into a paradise. They even organized a referendum to make it seem like
the Muslim population was demanding to be a part of the Ottoman Empire, in
order to have an influence on them. On September 15, 1918, the Ottomans
were successful in capturing Baku. The representatives of the Unity and
Progress Party thought that the Great Turan plan was almost fulfilled;

however, the economically weakened country could no longer resist the
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Entente, and on October 30, 1918, it signed the temporary armistice of Mudros,

according to which the Ottoman Empire was divided by the Entente states.

Chapter V - The beginning of negotiations between the Turkish nationalists
and the Bolsheviks

The chapter describes ongoing events that took place at the beginning of the
national liberation movement in Turkey. In the first sub-chapter, our aim is to
identify the individuals involved in the negotiations between the Kemalist
Turks and the Bolsheviks, and present the dynamics of the negotiations. In the
second sub-chapter, we discussed the conditions that led to the alliance
between the Kemalists and the Bolsheviks. Following the October coup,
Marxist ideology gained popularity in the political circles of the Ottoman
Empire. Turkish communists emerged on the scene in 1918, and they formed
the People's Communist Party and published the newspaper "Akhali Yuvani".
The newspaper printed speeches of the leaders of the Soviet government. These
developments prepared the ground for the meeting of the Kemalists and the
Bolsheviks since 1918. The ideology of Bolshevism created a significant
difference of opinion among Turkish nationalists, resulting in a great debate
among Kemalists. They were unsure about the acceptability of aligning with
Soviet Russia and whether it would benefit the nationalist movement.
Additionally, they were uncertain about the potential threat of Bolshevism's
spread. The leaders of the National Liberation Movement of Anatolia kept a
close eye on the movements of the Red Army in the South Caucasus. In this
particular chapter, we discuss the events that occurred after Mustafa Kemal
requested cooperation with Lenin on April 26, 1920. We provide official
transcripts and notes of these meetings and analyze the dynamics of the
discussions. Additionally, we draw upon existing theories in both Turkish and
foreign historiography to help us interpret the historical events and draw

conclusions regarding the hypotheses presented in the thesis.

Chapter VI - The Moscow Conference
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In this chapter, we aimed to outline the political negotiations between the
governments of Angora and Soviet Russia in Moscow. We analyzed the
political situation in the South Caucasus with the help of transcripts from the
secret meetings of the Mejlis and correspondence from the Commissar of
Foreign Affairs of Soviet Russia to the government of Angora. During the
negotiations in Moscow, Soviet Russia demanded that the Ottomans cede the
territories of Van and Bitlis to Armenia. In response, the Angora government
decided to take over Kars. At the same time, the Great National Assembly
discussed the conquest of the Artaan and Batumi districts. The Angoran
government was discussing the possibility of restoring the borders outlined in
the "National Covenant." These borders would include the Kars, Artaan,
Artvin, and Batumi districts. Meanwhile, the Georgian government crossed the
Bebsvi Bridge before beginning negotiations with Russia and the Ottoman
Empire. The Georgian politicians, who found themselves in a difficult situation,
turned to the Ottoman Empire for help. At the same time, the Ottoman Empire
was requesting assistance from the Soviet Union. After Soviet Russia occupied
Georgia, the Ottoman army attempted to enter Batumi. However, they were
unable to do so because Batumi remained under the control of Georgia due to
the "Agreement on Friendship and Fraternity" signed in Moscow. A few
months later, the Kars Treaty was signed, and the territorial borders between

the two states were finally demarcated.
Conclusion

Following the First World War, the Ottoman Empire had an overestimation of
its capabilities. A new generation, largely influenced by nationalism, rose to
power known as the "Young Turks". They established a fully constitutional
system, which unfortunately didn't last long. Within a few years, the Young
Turks transformed the system into a one-party dictatorship. A political party
known as the Party of Unity and Progress emerged, with leaders who were
committed to the pan-Turanian ideology. Their ultimate goal was to restore
"Greater Turan" and exert their political influence on the southern and north-

south borders. The vision of "Greater Turan" included the Caucasus, Crimea,
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Central Asia, Iran, and even Afghanistan. This was a dream shared by Pan-
Islamists who hoped to see the region united once again. Following the
February Revolution of 1917, the Bolsheviks came to power in Russia. Upon
taking office, Vladimir, the son of Ilya Lenin, issued a peace decree. Bolshevik
Russia refused to pursue imperialist interests against the Ottomans, such as the
conquest of Constantinople, and to gain influence over the Bosphorus and
Dardanelles Straits. During the Brest-Litovsk talks, the "Unity and Progress"
party leaders used the situation to their advantage and made demands. The
Ottoman Empire demanded the return of territories they lost in 1877-1878 and
the inclusion of three provinces, namely Kars, Artaan, and Batumi, into their
borders. Additionally, they also insisted on the complete withdrawal of Russian
troops from the Caucasus front. The Bolsheviks had no choice but to agree, and
they signed an armistice. After the temporary ceasefire of Mudros on October
30, 1918, the political situation changed drastically for the Ottoman state. The
Entente states divided the country and the Ottoman Empire announced its
surrender; the "Unity and Progress" party was defeated, and its leaders fled to
Germany. It's worth noting that these leaders played a key role in initiating

negotiations between Soviet Russia and Turkish nationalists.

The Turkish national liberation movement, established in 1919, was led by an
intelligent, principled, and charismatic leader named Mustafa Kemal. Thanks to
his flexible policies, Turkey transformed into a modern and prosperous
country. Kyazim Karabekir, who was among the leaders of the national
liberation struggle, is also considered a prominent figure and a rival of Mustafa
Kemal. His inflexible and short-sighted decisions often contradicted the Angora
government's policies, but he still achieved political and military victories on
the eastern front. The military and political alliance between Soviet Russia and
Turkish nationalists was formed due to mutual interest. The Kemalists required
a competent army and financial resources to successfully conclude their
national liberation struggle. Mustafa Kemal, the leader of the Kemalists, was
aware of the risks involved in forming a political alliance with the Bolsheviks.

Nonetheless, the Kemalists needed a strong ally to ensure the success of their
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struggle. The Bolsheviks viewed the national liberation movement initiated in
Anatolia as a promising opportunity to disseminate revolutionary ideas and
Bolshevik ideology in the battle against the "world oppressing imperialists."
However, the Kemalists relinquished their claims on the South Caucasus, and

Russia rapidly succeeded in sovietizing all three republics.
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