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The discreteness of the concept implies the openness of the concept to possible changes in time
and space - openness of the concept to new experiences and knowledge. Through discreteness
free positions emerge in the content dimension of the concept. The emergence of free positions
points to the probability of the emergence of new interpretations.

One of the vectors of modern linguistics is directed towards the study of a speaker’s conscious and
unconscious attitudes towards the language and the world. The mentioned vector is also directed
towards the study of a speaker’s intentions, desires and communication strategies. In other words,
one of the vectors of modern linguistics is directed towards the study of the specifics of the
perception of the world and its conceptualization.

The specifics of the system of intersubjective views of certain language carriers, the peculiarities
of the knowledge and ideas embedded in the individual's consciousness are accumulated in
associations. The peculiarity of the existence of the word in the linguistic consciousness and the
peculiarity of the linguistic consciousness itself are evidenced in the association.

The word meaning, being psychologically actual for a speaker, is accumulated in the associative
meaning of the word. The difference between the lexical meaning of the word and the real
semantics of the word is revealed in the associative meaning of the word. The associative meaning
of the word reveals the associative range of the word. The associative range of the word breaks
the boundary of the dictionary meaning of the word.

The shifts in the "life" of the word are caused, on the one hand, by the transformation of the
cultural value system of a particular society, and, on the other hand, by the specifics of the
cognitive-discursive processes in which the word participates through thought production.
Analysis of social and individual systems of knowledge allows the description of the content field
of the concept. This field unites meanings and contents, processes and results of the cognitive-
discursive activity of the individual and society.

Since the dictionary meaning of the word neither reflects the “life” of the word marked by
temporal and spatial shifts, determination of the real psychological meaning of the word should
involve the analysis of the associative meaning. The necessity of the analysis of the of the
associative meaning of the word determines the relevance of the research.

The relevance of the problem of synthesizing quantitative and qualitative methods in linguistic

research is evident today. This problem involves solving the difficulties associated with the



integration of the two paradigms, in other words, with the difficulties of applying a mixed
methodology.

The benefits of combining the two paradigms have been repeatedly discussed in the literature on
the research methodology in the social sciences and humanities.

All scientists agree that the combination of approaches is not only possible, but also useful for
revealing different aspects of the phenomenon. Despite this fact, there are some questions still
waiting to be answered: How natural is it to integrate different paradigms and methods into one
thinking space? What makes this type of integration necessary? How to overcome potential
barriers of reconciling different approaches? How to create templates through quantitative
analysis? How to apply these templates for performing the qualitative interpretation? How to
determine the extent of the integration of two paradigms.

Finding answers to these questions is one of the determinants of the relevance and
interdisciplinarity of the research.

The aim of the research is to model the associative dimension of the concept "patriotism" in
modern English. Modelling of the associative dimension allows, on the one hand, to represent the
content of the concept as a psychological phenomenon, and on the other hand, to identify the
stable components of the mentioned content.

The tasks and stages of the research that serve attainment of the set goal are:

Modelling the associative dimension of the concept "patriotism" through conducting free
association experiment;

Structuring the corpus of data (reactions) of the experiment through determining the frequency of
the reactions; determining the frequency of the reactions provides the possibility to identify the
most relevant reactions on the word - stimulus - "patriotism" that are accumulated in the
linguistic consciousness of native speakers (respondents);

Qualitative interpretation of the data obtained through determining the frequency reactions on
the word- stimulus - "patriotism" revealed the most relevant cognitive signs accumulated in the
linguistic consciousness of native speakers; identification of the most relevant cognitive signs
provides the possibility to describe the psychological aspect of the functioning of the concept;
Identifying the stereotypical core and periphery of the associative dimension.

Linguocognitive and linguocultural description of the concept "patriotism" in modern English,

which included:



Preparatory stage of the research - collection and primary processing of linguistic material
obtained through the analysis of encyclopaedic sources, dictionary data and internet monitoring;
The first stage of the research:

Describing the viewpoints on patriotism based on the basis of philosophical and encyclopaedic
dictionaries, philosophical, scientific, publicist and literary works;

Measuring the semantic volume of the concept in the lexical-semantic system of modern English:
analysis of the dictionary definitions of the concept verbalizers;

Filling in the obtained data with the data obtained through the analysis of phraseological units
and proverbs.

The second stage of the research:

Discussing the specifics of the actualization of the paradigmatic and syntagmatic relations
between the concept verbalizers;

Identifying the conceptual content of the concept and the repertoire of cognitive signs;
Modelling the semantic structure of the concept;

Constructing the axiological field of the concept.

The third stage of the research:

Determining the repertoire of the cognitive signs identified in the previous stages by analysing
the contexts of the use of the concept verbalizers and data obtained through Internet monitoring;
Verifying the objectivity and completeness of the associative dimension of the concept
“patriotism” by analogizing and contrasting the associative dimension, conceptual and semantic
spaces in modern English.

The analysis of the cognitive-discursive nature of the associative dimension is based on the theory
of "word". In the premises of the mentioned theory the word is considered to be the tool for
accessing the entire perceptual, cognitive and information base of an individual.

The ideas and viewpoints used as an important theoretical basis for the research are:

Modelling the structural and operational parameters of the meaning of the "living" word is based
on the analysis of the content-based connection between the word, stimulus and reaction;

In the process of identifying the word, the description of the multilevel and multistage processes
of natural semiosis requires identification of functional "pillars" at the cognitive, semantic, and
verbal levels;

The principle of the integrity of the meaning of the "living" word requires consideration of two

forms of knowledge functioning - the structural and operational parameters of the content field;



The process of associating has a communicative and predicative nature.

The hypothesis of the paper is as follows: Since the conceptual sphere of the national culture is an
invariant construct of individual, gender, age, and other types of "worlds" that are valid within
the premises of the ethnos's worldview at a definite stage, it is conceivable that reactions on the
word-stimulus “patriotism” should vary according to the respondents’ age, gender and cultural
characteristics.

Research methodology is characterised by complexity: the study of the meaning of the "living"
word requires a theoretical justification of the cognitive-discursive approach to the analysis, as
well as the development of special methodologies and experimental procedures focused on the
actualization of the content-creating processes.

The cognitive-discursive approach to the analysis of the associative dimension makes it possible to
determine the functional specifics of the processes and outcomes of word identification at the
cognitive, semantic, and discursive levels of the content field of the word.

The cognitive-discursive approach requires the development of the two-level methodology for
the analysis of the associative dimension. The mentioned methodology is based on the analysis of
the content-based connections between the word-stimulus and reaction.

The set of procedures for reconstructing and modelling the structural parameters of the content
field represented by the “living” word includes:

Structuring the whole corpus of the obtained associative reactions according to their frequency
and identifying the stereotypical core of the associative dimension;

Reconstructing the content-based connections between the stimulus and reactions;

Classifying reactions according to the type of content-based connection and determining
cognitive strata;

Modelling the cognitive structure of the word meaning;

Modelling the semantic structure of the word meaning based on the semantic characteristics of
reactions.

The analysis of the structural parameters of the word meaning within the premises of the
associative dimension includes the analysis of the means of modelling such functional pillars as:
the stereotypical core of the associative dimension, cognitive and semantic structures of the word.
Modelling of the structural parameters not only relates to the set of values derived from the
thought-provoking activity, but also evaluates them in terms of cultural values, language learners'

knowledge and experience.



The difficulty of modelling the operational parameters lies in the fact that the knowledge
acquisition processes and mechanisms are in themselves inaccessible to conscious introspection -
they are hidden from the knowledge-seeking individual.

In developing the methodology for the study of the operational parameters of the semantic
structure of the word, the study takes into the multi-stage and multi-level nature of the verbal
speech activity, which allowed us to form the repertoire of the techniques and procedures.

The methods of semantic decomposition and conceptual analysis, experimental method,
quantitative and qualitative methods of research, as well as general scientific forms of analysis -
analysis, synthesis, analogy, contrast and modelling — are applied in the research.

The scientific novelty of the study is determined by the preciseness of the description of the
concept "patriotism" in modern English as well as by realizing the associative dimension as an
invariant construct of the "worlds" marked by individual, gender, age and cultural markers.
Theoretical value of the research is determined by the following factors:

The research is marked by interparadigmaticity — the methods of semantic decomposition and
conceptual analysis developed within the framework of the systemic-structural and
anthropocentric paradigms are synthesized in the research;

The research is marked by the integrativeness focused on linguistics - the thinking spaces of
linguocognitology, linguoculturology, psycholinguistics and sociolinguistics are integrated in the
research;

The research is marked by interdisciplinarity — the research is conducted at the intersection of
linguistics, axiology, culturology and sociology.

Mixed methodology has been applied in the research - quantitative and qualitative methods have
been synthesized:

The data have been obtained through the two types of procedures - free association experiment
and interview;

Numerical and textual data have been integrated;

Statistical and thematic analysis of the data have been performed.

The practical value of the work is determined by the validity of the research data for designing
the courses of cognitive linguistics and linguistic culturology, psycholinguistics and
sociolinguistics.

The data of the free association experiment - the reactions on the word-stimulus "patriotism" in

modern English - are used as research material. The conceptual content and semantic volume of



the concept is determined based on the lexicographical sources, as well as through the analysis of
English phraseological units and proverbs.

The structure of the paper consists of introduction, chapters, sections, conclusions and
bibliography.

The introduction substantiates the relevance and scientific novelty of the research topic. It
defines the goal of the research, the tasks necessary for achieving the goal and stages of the
research process as well as the theoretical and practical significance of the paper and the research
methodology.

The first chapter - Psycholinguistics, Conceptology and Linguoculturology - focuses on the
analysis of the specifics of the lingual conceptualization of the world and the essence of the
psycholinguistic foundations of the lingual conceptualization.

In the second chapter - Concept and Conceptual Field - the peculiarities of the structural
organization of the concept and the specifics of the lingual objectivation of the concept have been
discussed; the essence of the principles of classification of the concepts integrated in the
conceptual field have been analysed.

The third chapter - Methodology and Methods — is focused on the analysis of the specifics of the
quantitative and qualitative research methods, as well as on the analysis of the specifics of the free
association experiment.

In the fourth chapter - The Associative Dimension of the Concept “Patriotism” in modern English
- the problems of conducting the psycholinguistic experiment and interpreting its results have
been identified; the associative dimension of the concept has been modelled.

In the fifth chapter - Verification of the Research Results - the specifics of applying the
linguocognitive approach in linguocultural research has been discussed; the specifics of the
phraseological and paremiological explication of the concept “patriotism” in modern English has
been presented; analogization and differentiation of the associative dimension and conceptual
space has been performed.

The research outcomes have been summarized and generalized in the final part.

Chapter I. Psycholinguistics, Conceptology and Linguoculturology

Conceptualization is one of the most important processes in human cognitive activity, which
implies understanding the information received. Understanding of this information results in the

creation of concepts, conceptual structures, mental representations, new quanta of knowledge and



the entire human conceptual system. Conceptualization refers to a kind of organizing -
"packaging" - of chaotic information about the external world.

In the modern cognitively oriented linguocultural direction lingual conceptualization of the
world is realized as an organized process of cognitive modelling of reality. The main result of this
process is the creation of the “linguistic worldview”.

A purely linguistic methodology is not enough to analyse linguistic phenomena - the need to
apply new approaches is evident.

The anthropocentric paradigm has enabled linguists to apply the conceptual and methodological
apparatus of various sciences. The conceptual-categorical apparatus of psychology turned out to
be most relevant for our research. The mentioned apparatus is the only one providing the access
to the essence of conceptualization.

In psycholinguistic methodology concepts are realized as dynamic formations that form
segmented conceptual chains. The combinations of the components of these chains determine the
content of the concept.

Chapter II. Concept and Conceptual Sphere

The concept is a discrete mental formation that has an orderly internal structure. The concept is
the result of the cognitive activity of an individual and a community. The concept shows the
attitude of the lingual community towards an object or event.

The minimal structural element of the conceptual content is considered to be the cognitive sign -
the discrete unit constructed as a result of the componential or distributional analysis, analysis of
lexical definitions, contextual analysis, and psycholinguistic experiment.

The combination of the cognitive signs creates the conceptual content. Cognitive signs differ from
each other in proximity to the prototype - some cognitive signs are closer to the prototype,
therefore, more important to the main content of the concept, while others are more distant to
the main content of the concept, therefore, less important to the main content of the concept.
Cognitive signs form a certain hierarchy.

The conceptual sphere is a hierarchically organized set of concepts of national culture formed as a
result of the ethnos' cognitive and evaluative activity. The mentioned activity is focused on
accessing the world and understanding the existing information about the world.

Chapter III. Methodology and Methods

In the research the analysis of the specifics of methodology and methods is focused on: revealing

the peculiarities of data organization and processing through the use of the quantitative research



methods; analysing the methodological foundations and peculiarities of the qualitative research;
identifying the specifics of the qualitative content analysis; defining the determinants of
reliability and validity of research; realizing mixed methodology and triangulation as a central
methodological concept; analysing the specifics of the free association experiment as a tool for the
study of the content of the linguistic consciousness.

Understanding the essence of research requires the knowledge of its methodological foundations
based on the relevant paradigms of research. Understanding the essence of the research paradigm
requires answering three fundamental questions: What can be understood about a particular
fragment of the univerworldview? What is the relationship between the researcher and the
research object? How should a researcher explore what he/she wants to understand?

These questions are interrelated and define the specifics of the research.

Chapter IV. The Associative Dimension of the Concept “Patriotism” in Modern English

The study of the concept “patriotism” required to conduct a free associative experiment, as it is
impossible to reconstruct the semantic structure without identifying associative connections.
Psycholinguistic experiments, primarily associative experiments, provide an opportunity to
describe the linguistic awareness of language carriers. These experiments provide the access to the
linguistic worldview.

Integration of the results obtained through free association experiments and the method of the
subjective definition is the most effective method for an in-depth and detailed description of the
word meaning as the phenomenon of the linguistic consciousness.

In the research the methodology of conducting a psycholinguistic experiment is based on the
ideas of the linguocognitive modelling and the principles of experimental analysis of the concept.
The technology of conducting the experiment is based on a free association method aimed at
identifying typical association links. In the process of generalizing, summarizing, and extracting
these connections, a set of respondents’ individual reactions on the stimuli is identified. The
associative dimension of the concept is created by these reactions.

Ranking of the cognitive signs embedded in the structure of the concept reveals core and
peripheral cognitive signs. One of the most important steps in analyzing the data of the free
association experiment is to determine the compliance/incompliance of these data with the
cognitive signs.

Chapter V. Verification of the Research Results



The linguocultural analysis of the concept reveals the degree of sustainability and variability of
the concept.

Modeling associative dimension ensured the possibility, on the one hand, to represent the content
of the word “patriotism” and, on the other hand, to identify the stable components of that
content. Due to the mentioned possibility the construction of the associative dimension is
considered to be a tool for analyzing the word meaning.

While providing the possibility to reveal the national peculiarities of the linguistic consciousness
of the representatives of a particular ethnos, the associative dimension is considered to be not
only a fragment of human verbal memory, but also a fragment of the worldview embedded in the
consciousness of a particular ethnos.

The analysis of the data of the free association experiment revealed the actual psychological
meaning of the word "patriotism" and the range of its associativeness. The latter represents the
psychological meaning of the "living"word. The psychological meaning of the word goes beyond
the dictionary definitions of the word.

The associative dimension of the concept clearly shows the individual's attitude towards language
and the world. This attitude can be both conscious and unconscious. This attitude reveals the
specifics of the individual's intentions and desires as well as the specifics of the perception and

conceptualization of the world.

Conclusion

Discretion of the concept implies the possibility of possible changes due to time and space in the
content field of the concept, resulting in the possibility of the emergence of free positions and
new interpretations.

The discreteness of the concept conditions the emergence of the free positions in the content-
based dimension of the concept. The emergence of free positions points to the probability of the
emergence of new interpretations. The mentioned positions are filled with associations.

The difference between the dictionary meaning and the actual semantics of the word is revealed
in the actual psychological meaning of the word accumulated in the associative meaning. In the

actual psychological meaning of the word the associative range of the word is revealed. The



analysis of the associative range of the word makes it possible to go beyond the dictionary
meaning of the word.

The use of the psycholinguistic methodology of the concept analysis implies considering concepts
as dynamic formations that form associative chains. The combinations of the components of these
chains create the associative dimension of the concept.

Marking the boundaries of the "dissemination" of the associative content of the concept provides
the opportunity to identify the specifics of the linguistic consciousness and a particular fragment
of verbal memory of a particular nation.

In the research the associative dimension of the concept of “patriotism” is modelled by the use of
the principle of determining the frequency of the reactions on the word-stimulus "patriotism".
The mentioned principle provided the possibility of structuring the associative dimension, in
other words, the mentioned principle provided the possibility of identifying dominant and non-
dominant segments in the associative dimension.

The structural specifics of the associative dimension - graduality - provides the possibility of
realizing the associative dimension as a dynamic integrity. In the dynamism the trajectory of the
“movement” of the content of the concept and the meanings of the linguistic objectivators of the
concept are revealed.

In the research the associative dimension of the concept “patriotism” is constructed by analyzing
the data of the free association experiment. The associative approach provided not only the
possibility of identifying the knowledge structures explicitly expressed in the concept, but also
the possibility of reconstructing unconscious knowledge.

Research showed that the associative approach has great potential for studying the “living” as it
activates the process of generating associations typical of specific culture rules and norms. The
associative approach allows access to the two different systems - social and individual systems.
The analysis of the lingual objectivators of the concept within the associative dimension implies
"involvement" of the objectivators in the process of natural semiosis. This in turn allows
observation of the specifics of functioning of the objectivators in the consciousness of the carriers
of specific language and culture.

The analysis of the elements of the associative dimension of the concept “patriotism” in modern

English revealed that:



Reactions are word-stimulated units. They are not a passive reflection of the content of the
respondents’ consciousness. Reaction is the expression of the respondent’s communicative
intention;

The reactions on the word-stimulus “patriotism” are the possible contexts of the use of the word
“patriotism”;

The associative meanings of the word “patriotism” reflect the communicative potential of the
word, which implies the ability of the word to exist in communication as an element of
expression;

The reactions on the word-stimulus “patriotism” differ according to the degree of their impact on
the word “patriotism”.

The analysis of the data of the free experiment, in particular, the determination of the status (core
- primary/peripheral - secondary) of the reactions on the word-stimulus “patriotism” provided the
possibility of determining a more or less universal repertoire of reactions.

In the research the universality of the repertoire of the reactions (associations) is realized as the
“typicality” of the reactions.

The following thematic groups were identified as a result of the analysis of the universal
repertoire of the reactions on the word-stimulus “patriotism®:

1. Lingual objectivators related to military sphere: “homeland”; “army”; “defense” etc.

2. Lingual objectivators related to morality: “duty”; “dignity”; “loyalty” etc.

3. Lingual objectivators expressing positive reactions on the word-stimulus: “love”; “affection”;
“devotion” etc.
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4. Lingual objectivators reflecting historical memory: “war”; “soldier”; “remembrance” etc.

5. Lingual objectivators related to state power and state heraldry: “flag”; “anthem” etc.

6. Lingual objectivators reflecting universal values: “peace”; “homeland” etc.

7. Lingual objectivators related to the place of birth, origin and belonging.

The analysis of the associative dimension of the concept “patriotism” revealed the following
regularities:

1. The concept "patriotism" is an integral moral and ideological component of the respondents'
consciousness;

2. The specifics of the reactions is directly related to the respondents’ age: the older the

respondent is, the less abstract are his/her reactions on the word-stimulus;



3. The specifics of the reactions are directly related to the respondents; gender: in the reactions of
male respondents protection-oriented actions are embedded, while in the reactions of female
respondents the abundance of the associations related to creation, peace, love and remembrance is
evidenced; in the reactions of male respondents the stable associations related to military service,
commitment to the homeland are embedded, while in the reactions of female respondents there
are no associations related to military issues.

The research results showed that the gender and age variables are located in the periphery of the
association dimension, while the core is resistant to these variables - the core retains the status of
a constant - it integrates the associations being the dominant component of any human value
system.

The results of the free association experiment have a diagnostic function: they reflect, on the one
hand, the unity of society and, on the other hand, the specifics of the views of respondents of

different genders and ages.
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