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Introduction

The concept "Life" belongs to several core concepts. That is natural, since, from the
existential point of view, it is the most significant phenomenon for any person.
The universality of life is determined by the unity of the principles of human
perception and the similarity of the reflection of perception. This fact determines

the formation of universal categories or semantic constants.

The specificity (nuclearity) of the status of the concept "Life" is explained by the
following fact: when orienting in the world, a person relies on the principle of
his/her own existence ("I am"), and for a person, "being" means, first of all, "being

alive".

The objectifying units (words) of the concept "Life" relates to human experience.
Therefore, it can be assumed that an individual's vocabulary (lexis) corresponds to
the autonomous worldview relevant to his/her linguistic personality. In such a
case, any national-linguistic worldview should be viewed as a generalized form of
worldviews of the individual-social and linguistic worldviews of all members of a

specific ethnos.

The concept "Life" actualizes the socio-historical practice of a person and the
experience of being a human. Life is a multidimensional phenomenon; man has
been trying to explain the secret of life for centuries. On the one hand, life is a
form of biological existence of all living beings, on the other hand, it is much more

than physiology - life is a value of the highest order.

Language and the world are constantly changing. New realities change the world,
shape the style of our speech, and determine the specificity of our perception of
the world. When reflecting the new reality, the results of our perception are
objectified in words. New realities influence the vocabulary and enrich it with

new associations.

The continuity of the associative field of a concept varies in time - new realities

shape and transform the continuum of the associative field. We interpret the



transformation occurring in the continuum of the associative field of the concept

as a continuous reproduction (interpretation and reinterpretation) of reality.

Associations are not stored in human consciousness and memory in isolation from
one another. Sometimes connections among different entities seem paradoxical
and contradictory. However, the specificity of the interpretation and
reinterpretation of reality by the language speakers is revealed in the paradox and

contradiction of the mentioned connections.

In the process of interpretation, we explore the meaning, apprehend the essence of
the phenomenon and form an opinion about it. Understanding implies adjusting
the opinion formed about the phenomenon, integrating it in the network of
knowledge. During interpretation, the new knowledge structures are connected to
the existing ones. The mentioned structures create the network of representations

of the world and reflect the specificity of the forms of its functioning.

The knowledge about the world is made up of the individual's own knowledge,
which is formed in the course of direct, sensory perception of the surrounding
world and from the transmission of the results of scientific and everyday

perception of the world by generations.

A person’s worldview is formed during his life, as a result of all his contacts with
the world. A person feels, perceives, realizes, and reflects the world. In this
process, a person imagines "possible worlds". Worldviews are nationally
determined - speakers of different languages see and segment the world in

different ways.

While interpreting the world, a person "removes" from the model of the world
everything that he/she considers to be superfluous and odd. A person restores the
lustre to what is "faint" and corrects what is "wrong". Man perfects the model of
the world until it takes an ideal form. In the process of perfecting the model of the

world, man also perfects himself.

The idealized model of the world does not comprise all the components and

parameters of the object. Only what is needed by humanity is subject to



evaluation. It is evaluation that makes a person the vector on which the world is
oriented. The idealized model of the world integrates not only what already exists,

but also what a person aspires to.

The worldview materializes the cultural and philosophical hypostasis of the
language. The worldview captures both the national character and the national

worldview.

One of the tasks of modern linguistics is the study of the specificity of the results of
cognition in language. This type of research should imply the research of human
cognitive activity and should reflect the specificity of lexicological, historical-

cultural, economic-geographical, and social data.

Investigating linguistic problems, scientists research human nature, more precisely,
emotional and mental spheres, ethical and aesthetic origins, the system of values,
world perception and cognition. Humanity's spiritual experience is reflected in

language.

The integrative approach used in the paper implies synthesizing the approaches
generated within the thought spaces of cognitive linguistics and linguoculturology.
It is in this type of synthesis that both purely linguistic and interdisciplinary
research data can be found. The relevance of the research is determined by the
necessity of synthesizing the knowledge obtained from different thought spaces,

ensuring the objectivity and completeness of the research data.

The goal of the research is to study the specificity of the concept "Life" in modern

English at the intersection of cognitive linguistics and linguoculturology.
The set goal is attained by implementing the following research stages:

1. Revealing the linguistic mechanisms for actualizing the concept "Life" in
English-languaged texts;

2. Identifying universal and unique (culturally determined) markers of the
concept "Life";

3. Defining the ideas about life in the English-languaged consciousness;

4. Revealing the main metaphorical models for the meaning of life;



Determining the repertoire of the phraseological units for the meaning of
life;

Analysing the meaning of life in lexicographical sources;

Identifying the linguistic objectifiers of the concept "Life" and their

cognitive interpretation in modern English.

The research is based on the following provisions:

1.

Any natural language reflects a specific form of perception and
organization (conceptualization) of the world;

The meanings in language are united in a specific integral system and
form a collective philosophy;

The specific form of conceptualization of reality characteristic of language
is partly universal, and partly determined by national specificity;

Both in naive and scientific worldviews, a person absorbs all the
information through the cognitive system. Thanks to the mentioned
system a person realizes the essence and specificity of reality, gains
knowledge, forms a point of view and plans his/her actions;

There is no full compliance between the world discreteness and the
reflection of reality in language, although there is a certain
correspondence between them, without which language would not be
able to perform its communicative function;

The presence of certain limits in the material world leads to a certain
universalism in the form of linguistic segmentation of reality;

The structural peculiarity and content specificity of the nominative field
formed around the concept is determined by the status of the concept
(dominant/peripheral) in the linguistic worldview constructed by the
nation;

Defining the concept continuum is possible only through the integration
of the units fixed in the dictionary, the texts and the data encoded in the
consciousness of the informants;

An important component of the concept continuum is the associative
dimension of the concept, in which the specificity of the “value marking”

of the concept in the consciousness of the nation is evidenced.



The hypothesis of the paper is as follows: the adequacy and completeness of the
study of the concept "Life" in modern English at the intersection of
linguocognitology and linguoculturalology can be achieved only as a result of the

analysis of the entire complex of linguistic objectifiers of the concept.

The basis of the research methodology is integrativeness. The space, in which the
cultural-philosophical hypostasis of the language, is created by synthesizing the
following methods: conceptual analysis (linguistic introspection), analysis of lexical
definitions (componential analysis), description and classification, interpretation of
cultural background, informant survey (free association experiment) and

contextual methods.
The theoretical value and scientific novelty of the paper are determined by:

1. integrating methodological pluralism into one theoretical "focus" and
synthesizing different thinking spaces;

2. analyzing the peculiarities of the linguocultural manifestation of the
multidimensionality of the concept "Life”;

3. realizing the specificity of continuous (constant) reproduction
(interpretation and reinterpretation) of reality on the example of the

concept "Life" in modern English.

The practical value of the paper is determined by the validity of the research
results for the courses of lexicology and semantics, linguo-conceptology,

linguocultrology and psycholinguistics.

The linguistic objectifies of the concept "Life" in modern English are used as
research material. The units were extracted from explanatory dictionaries, samples

of fiction, and associative experiment.

The structure of the work comprises the introduction, chapters, sub-chapters,
conclusions, and bibliography.

The significance and scientific novelty of the research topic are outlined in the

introduction. The research goals and tasks requisite to achieve the set goals,



theoretical and practical values of the thesis, as well as research methodology are
defined.

In the first chapter - "Viewpoints" - the essence of life, death and immortality, the
specificity of psychological, religious and social restrictions manifested in taboo are

discussed;

The second chapter - "Thinking spaces and research methods" - is devoted to the
analysis of such issues as: characteristics of cognitive linguistics and
linguoculturology; integral and differential signs of mental phenomena;

peculiarities of methodology.

In the third chapter - "Concept in Cognitive Linguistics and Linguoculturology" -
features of the cognitive and linguocultural organization of the concept, the
specificity of the objectification of the concept "Life" in modern English-languaged
culture, the real psychological content of the concept in the new reality are

analyzed.

The fourth chapter - "Repertoire of phraseological units and metaphorical models"
- presents the results of phraseologicalization and metaphorization of the concept

"Life" in modern English.
Conclusion

The analysis of the data revealed that the concept "Life" is characterised by:

1. Multidimensionality due to the presence of semantically heterogeneous
components;

Ethno-specificity;

Nominative density due to the variety of means of verbalization;
Discursive (sociocultural, gender and axiological) variability;

Centring on the discourse - the ability to perform the function of the
initial organizer of the discourse.

akrwn

The analysis of the results of the actualization of the meaning - the shift from the
abstract unit of the dictionary to the speaking individual - revealed the following
regularities:



As the unity of lexical meanings fixed in dictionaries and individual
forms realized in speech, the unit "Life" represents the integral cognitive
structure, revealed as a result of the analysis of the means of actualizing
the meaning;

Lexicographic sources indicate that life is a fact of existence, a period of
time, conditions of life, biography;

Multiplicity of the concept "Life" manifests the variety of human life;
the factor of subjective interpretation is especially important — it is
related to the individual perception of the word and subjective attitude to
it;

Continuum of the concept "Life" is much more diverse in the English-
speaking culture than in lexicographic sources;

In the consciousness of English language speakers, the essence of life is
determined by the place of residence, living environment, purpose of
life;

English language speakers give a dominant status to work, love, family,
home, personal and public life;

The metaphorical and phraseological continuum associated with the
research concept is quite diverse. Metaphors and phraseological units
objectify: correlation of money, time and life; desire for novelties and
discoveries; fullness of life with surprises and the possibility of doing the
unexpected; the need to move forward; people's tendency to make
mistakes in life; the difference between the reality and the perception of
the reality; incorrect view on the reality; probability of unexpected
development of the situation in case of mistakes; the need to make
efforts to achieve the goal; the alternation of success and failure in a
person's life, as well as a person’s inability to control his/her own life;
filling one's own life with important things and events; alternation of
calmness and excitement; stabilization of the situation after excitement
and difficulties; the need to use opportunities; the need to make efforts to
achieve a goal; the need for movement, action and change in life;
coexistence of light and dark, positive and negative sides; the need for
constant effort to overcome obstacles; the need for hard work and effort
to achieve a goal; the need to restore energy; the need to move forward
towards the goal; the difficulty of being at a crossroads and choosing one
of the available roads; the need to anticipate the future and the inability
to predict other people's actions; finding one’s own place in life; the need
for patience and effort to discover the beauty of life; compliance with
moral principles in life and the need to make the right choice; the need to
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make efforts to maintain relationships; the alternation of competition,
winning and losing in life; perceiving life as a mission; happiness caused
by discovering new things; the need for constant movement; inability to
exercise control over one's life and make choices; circularity of life -
dependence of life stages on each other; consideration of life as a gift;
coexistence of comedy and tragedy in life; perceiving life as a temple;
the fate of a person; the opportunity to gain new knowledge and
experience;

The configuration of the concept "Life" is defined as a result of the
analysis of the entire conceptual space;

The multidimensionality of the concept is indicated by the variety of
possibilities for the “agreement” of the element "life" with other
elements;

Not only the assessment but also the social status can be seen in word
combinations;

Attributes include evaluations of a moral-aesthetic nature.

The personal experience of the individual plays an important role. English native
speakers give subjective content to life according to individual factors (age, gender,
experience, origin, education, upbringing, profession, social status, faith, physical or
spiritual condition, mood).
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