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Introduction

The phenomenon of defeated expectancy is analysed by linguists, philosophers,
culturalists and psychologists. The multidimensionality of the phenomenon in
question provides the possibility of viewing the phenomenon of defeated
expectancy from different perspectives.

In the use of a language, the speaker reveals his/her creative potential which
implies the intentional violation of the linguistic norms as well as manipulation
through the misuse of the linguistic norms. It is through manipulation that

defeated expectancy is created.

The definitions of the phenomenon of expectation differ according to the different
geneses of expectation, in other words, a specific definition is relevant only for an
expectation with a specific genesis. The mentioned approach cannot provide a

comprehensive view of the phenomenon of expectation in general.

It seems that there is no clear definition of the status of defeated expectancy: the
question - what is defeated expectancy - an effect or a situation? - is still waiting to
be answered. We consider the reason for this to be the fact that a complex analysis
of the means of realizing the defeated expectation has not been carried out - the
mechanisms creating defeated expectancy have been considered in isolation from

each other.

The validity of the mentioned approach is established within the limits of the
integrative model of speech production and perception. The mentioned model has

the potential to combine all relevant approaches in one theory.

In modern linguistics, the balance between the processes of speech production and
perception has been restored. This fact ensures the possibility of generating new

models unifying the mentioned processes.

An in-depth study of the phenomenon of defeated expectancy in speech presents

new data that are valuable for the further processing of the integrative model of
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discourse production and perception. The mentioned model can expand the
viewpoints on the processes of speech production and perception. This fact

determines the relevance of the research.

The aim of the paper is an integrative study of the phenomenon of defeated
expectancy, which implies finding out how and to what extent the organization of
a person's mental lexicon and the specificity of his/her cognitive experience affects

message perception.

The hypothesis of the paper is as follows: presumably, completeness and
objectivity of the analysis of the phenomenon of defeated expectancy is attainable
by applying the integral model of perception and the integration models of the
expectation mental spaces, since these models explain the strategic nature of the

process of speech perception and the essence of the principle of prediction.

The basis of the methodological research is the pluralistic approach that provides
the research of this phenomenon from different perspectives. The research
includes the synthesis of the following methods: experimental method, the formal

and semantic analysis of counter texts, observation, description, and modelling.

The scientific novelty of the research lies in the study of the phenomenon of
defeated expectancy from diverse positions and in focusing attention on the
cognitive processes provoking defeated expectancy. The linguo-cognitive
modelling of the speaker and the speech-perceiver’s mental spaces has first been

implemented in the context of defeated expectancy.
The theoretical value of the research is determined by the following factors:

The research results provide the necessary data for the further development of the

integrative model of speech production and perception;

The research results contribute to the development of the theories of “internal

context” and “word identification”;
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The research makes a certain contribution to the study of the problems of
functioning the cognitive structures that participate in storing and processing

information;

The results of the research are valuable for the study of both the psycholinguistic
problem of text comprehension and the problem of perception in a general

disciplinary context.

The practical value of the research is determined by the validity of the research
results for the courses of language theory, psycholinguistics, and cognitive

linguistics.

Ilustrative models from television programs, daily experience, as well as the
experimental data are used as research material; 30 people participated in the
experimental study; 16 stimulus texts were obtained, and 480 counter texts were

analysed.

The structure of the paper includes an introduction, chapters, sub-chapters,

conclusions, and a bibliography.

The relevance and scientific novelty of the research topic are outlined in the
introduction. The research goals and tasks requisite to achieve the set goals, the
theoretical and practical values of the thesis, as well as research methodology are
defined.

Chapter I - "The phenomenon of defeated expectancy” - the essence of the
phenomenon of defeated expectancy in the theories of speech production and
perception, peculiarities of speech perception and conditions ensuring its

successful realization are discussed;

Chapter II — “The situation of defeated expectancy as the modelling source of the
speech perception process” — is dedicated to the analysis of such issues as: the

essence of communicative intention and communicative failure; peculiarities of
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the “word game” at the semantic-stylistic level of the language; contemporary

linguistic theories of humour.

Chapter III — “Expectations, defeated expectancy and cognitive representations” -
the essence of the internal context as the cognitive base for generating and
perceiving the expression, as well as the specificity of expectations and their role in

constructing cognitive representations are analysed;

Chapter IV — “Defeated expectancy, cognitive processes, and humoristic discourse”
— the analysis of the use of intertextuality and context theory in humoristic
discourse, the results of the experimental study of cognitive processes provoking
defeated expectancy, texts and counter texts as well as the phenomenon of

defeated expectancy in anti-proverbs are presented.
The results of the research are summarized and generalized in the final part.

The analysis of the phenomenon of defeated expectancy is focused on the search
for the conceptual constructs that have the ability to represent knowledge,

emotion and feeling in the form of an integral representational space.

One of the possibilities for implementing the mentioned approach is the lingo-

cognitive modelling of the situation of defeated expectancy.

The validity of the mentioned approach is established within the limits of the
integrative model of speech production and speech perception. The mentioned
model has the potential to combine all relevant approaches in one theory. That is
why we saw the possibility of solving problems relevant to our research in the

cognitive approach.

The research on the phenomenon of defeated expectancy is carried out at the
intersection of cognitive linguistics and psycholinguistics; therefore, defeated
expectancy is discussed in connection with such psycholinguistic phenomena as
the ambiguity of the text, expectation, prediction and probability.
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In the research the features of functioning of the cognitive mechanisms in the
situation of defeated expectancy are presented as the models of integration of
mental spaces of expectation, explaining the strategic nature of the process of

speech perception, taking into account the principle of probable prediction.

The quality and structure of the mental spaces of expectation are determined by
the influence of the priming effect and based on formal motivational elements. The
creation of the effect of defeated expectancy is dominated by the semantic type of
priming, implying the participation of associative thinking in the process of

constructing the text.
As a result of the data analysis, the following regularities have been revealed:

1. Despite all their originality and individuality, even the most atypical
expectations do not go beyond the framework of an individual's
perceptual, cognitive and affective experience;

2. Atypical and unpredictable counter texts are only as atypical and
unpredictable as the informant’s knowledge and experience allow them to
be atypical and unpredictable;

3. Defeated expectancy is created by the difference between the mental
representations of the elements of information to be perceived;

4. The difference between the representations of the elements is the reason
for the incompatibility of the informants’ expectations;

5. All types of expectations are united by an integral feature — an individual’s
stereotyped attitude towards the expected object. In other words, all types
of expectations are based on the existence of the knowledge of the
peculiarities of the agreement between the linguistic units, the
representation of the speakers about the “ordinary development of the
situation” or the knowledge of the principles of effective communication;

6. In the situation of defeated expectancy the incoming information
corresponds to individual’s knowledge schemas, which are formed based

on the individual’s past experiences. In the situation of defeated
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expectancy, the incoming information is categorized according to the
associative connections;

7. In the process of understanding the verbal message and constructing an
alternative verbal message, the informant “replays”, predicts and evaluates
the probability of this or that end of the situation represented by the text.
Probabilistic forecasting is based on the expectations, which are formed as
a result of the compliance between the knowledge and viewpoint of the
informant, the external (textual) context, and the output information;

8. The quality and the volume of the mental spaces of expectation are
determined by the degree of the priming effect, in other words, the
influence of “foreseeing”. The data analysis of the experimental research
revealed the dominance of the influence of semantic priming, which
implies the involvement of associative thinking, the establishment of
associative relations in the process of constructing the text;

9. In addition to the external context, the internal context of interpretation
is included in the process of perceiving the situation represented by the
text; in other words, the result of the multidimensional cognitive,
affective and receptive experience of the informant is included in the
process of perceiving the situation represented by the text;

10. The analysis of the obtained counter texts showed that in the process of
perceiving the situation represented by the text, the following
components of mental activity are distinguished: concentration on the
signs (words) representing the semantic nodes of the given text. The
mentioned component involves moving to the level of mental
representations;

11. Expectations, as a “repository” of the individual structures of knowledge,
differ from individual to individual. This fact explains the reasons for
communication failure. It is communicative failure that causes defeated

expectancy in both interpersonal and intercultural communication.

The analysis of the experimental data has revealed that during the process of
perceiving and filling in the text stimulus, the informants operate with the

concepts that create certain classes during the experiment. The interaction of the
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elements of the thinking process is consistent with the theory of mental spaces and

the theory of conceptual integration.

The main mechanisms of conceptual integration - composition, completion and

elaboration - influence the nature of the processed information, namely:

The mechanism of composition performs the attributive function - it matches the

information of one mental space with the elements of another mental space;

The completion mechanism is activated when the projection of the incoming

information corresponds to the data accumulated in the long-term memory;

In processing, the mental construction of the situation or phenomenon created as a
result of the conceptual integration is molded, in particular, in the process of
"collision" of the elements with the new information, a speech perceiver can model

the described phenomenon through the elements already familiar to him/her.

The conducted research has provided us with an opportunity to answer one of the
most important questions: what is the essence of defeated expectancy: is it an effect
or a situation? - Our answer to this question is as follows: defeated expectancy is a
“game”, the main principle of which is the inconsistency of predictable (expected)
and unpredictable (unexpected) versions, where the mentioned inconsistency is

created by the violation of conventionalism.
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