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Introduction

World view comprises not only the conceptual (logical) imprint of the objective
reality depicted through language, but also the sensual, iconic imprint of the objective
reality generated by direct sensations, representations and generalized images (image
schemas).

Modern linguistics is characterized by a variety of interpretations of the essence of the
concept. Fortunately, this diversity outlines a "common denominator” that can be
verbalized as follows: all the approaches emphasize the importance of cultural
information integrated in the concept.

The relevance of the linguo-culturological research for the concept of "war" is defined
by the fact that the phenomenon of war has the greatest socio-political significance. A
variety of researches conducted in the fields of philosophy, sociology, psychology,
history and political science is devoted to the mentioned phenomenon. As for the
phenomenon of war in linguistics, the analysis here is rather superficial and confined
to the description of the linguistic units only.

The study of concepts provides the opportunity to penetrate into the conceptual world
of a human being since the concept as an ethnoculturally determined unit is the basis
of conceptualization of the world by the human.

Within the two considerable systems - language and culture, the analysis of cultural-
linguistic competence and mentality of the bearers of a particular language and culture
is one of the priority areas of modern linguistic researches.

The present paper aims at exploring the concept of “war” in modern English from the
linguo-cognitive, linguo-cultural and linguo-philosophical perspectives by both
demonstrating the features of the linguistic objectification of the concept and
identifying and organizing the lingual representants of the concept in the language.

Achieving the stated goal requires the implementation of the phases of the research
process such as:

1. Identifying the lingual objectivators of the concept of “war” in modern English
and making their cognitive interpretation;

2. Defining a set of basic actual features for the concept of "war";



3. Marking the space that demonstrates the emotional-evaluative and motivational
aspects of the phenomenon;

4. Defining the peculiarities of metaphorical interpretation for the concept of "war";

5. Demonstrating additional associative content for the concept of "war";
6. Organizing the identified cognitive features in the form of nominative fields;

7. Constructing the frame model for the concept of "war" that involves the
objectification of frame nodes by lingual means;

8. Identifying the coordination and subordination relations between the elements of
the semantic frame of “war”;

9. Identifying the structure and dynamics of the concept as well as the boundaries of
the conceptual space;

10. Drawing specific theoretical conclusions by analyzing the linguo-cognitive,
linguo-cultural and linguo-philosophical perspectives of the concept of "war" in
modern English.

The hypothesis of the research paper sounds like this: considering multidimensionality
of the phenomenon of war, it is likely that the adequacy of the construct unifying the
lingual representants of the concept can be attained only if the construct is built up by
synthesizing the paradigms.

The basis of the research methodology is a typical methodological approach to the
humanities - a pluralistic approach that rejects to view the phenomenon from a single
perspective only and involves the research from different perspectives.

In the paper, the pluralistic approach is provided by interdisciplinarity, which in a
specific case involves conducting a research by analyzing the data of different
thinking spaces (linguistics, culturology and philosophy).

The methodological function responsible for selecting the valid research methods and
principles has defined the fundamentals.

One of the dominant principles for the research is anthropocentrism as an analysis of
the linguistic phenomenon considering the human factor. In the paper the
anthropological principle is understood as a methodological basis, according to which



language is a conglomerate of various fields of cognition with its own objects of
analysis.

Another important thing for the research is the declaration of gestalt-based integrity.
Claiming that the whole is greater than its part is not enough. To transform the
orientation of elementality it is necessary to acknowledge the primacy of the whole
that means that the integrity is not just a single element, but the main and "ultimate
phenomenon". A component part (element) of the integrity is separated only from the
whole and acquires its meaning within it solely.

The research process uses scientific conceptual modeling technique, interpretive and
contextual analysis as well as the methods developed within the framework of
immanent and non-immanent approaches to the language.

The scientific novelty of the paper is to:

1. Construct the frame model for the concept of “war” in modern English;
Specify the linguo-cognitive, linguo-cultural and linguo-philosophical features of
the research concept;

3. Identify the means of objectification for the concept of "war" in the lexical,
phraseological and paroemiological systems of modern English.

The most important component of the theoretical significance of the paper is the
methodology of interdisciplinary research that is based on the linguistically centered
interdisciplinarity, on the one hand, and the principle of paradigmatic synthesis, on the
other hand.

The combination of different perspectives enables to identify the distinction between
the separate systems of signs and social and historical markers of particular cultures.

The practical significance of the paper is determined by the following fact: the
material obtained and the research findings are valid for the courses of cognitive
linguistics and linguo-cultural studies as well as of structural linguistics, English
stylistics and lexicology.

The units denoting “war” in modern English are used as research material. The
material is obtained based on the data analysis of explanatory dictionaries, samples of
fiction, and the Frame Net of Berkeley.



The structure of the paper consists of introduction, chapters, sections, conclusions and
bibliography.

The introduction substantiates the relevance and scientific novelty of the research
topic. It defines the goal of the research, the missions necessary for achieving this goal
and stages of the research process as well as the theoretical and practical significance
of the paper and the research methodology.

Chapter One - Research Methodology - discusses the possibilities of synthesizing
conceptual and semantic types of analysis, principles of constructing complex systems
as well as the integral and differential features of the spaces.

Chapter Two — Frames and Semantics - deals with the issues such as the features of
cognitive structures and the specifics of the construction process of the frame network.

Chapter Three —Valuable Orientations — discusses the essence of the valuable
fragment of the picture of the world and the peculiarities of the construction process of
the axiological field of the concept.

Chapter Four - The Concept of “War” in Modern English — deals with the linguo-
cognitive and linguo-cultural research of the concept of “war” in modern English.

The conclusion section summarizes and generalizes the research findings.
Chapter One. Research Methodology

The research is based upon a synthesis of conceptual and semantic types of analysis.
These types of analysis differ from each other in terms of purpose and specifics of the
material necessary for conducting the analysis.

The semantic space of the language is a part of the conceptual domain that is
expressed through linguistic signs and meanings.

The relations between the elements of the semantic space of the language reflect the
relations between the concepts in the conceptual field.

The research methodology is based on the principle of interparadigmacy that involves
the research by synthesizing the methods developed within both the immanent and
non-immanent approaches to the language. In the immanent approach, the
decomposition method of the semantic structure of elements is used, while the
analysis based on the ranking of elements is conducted within the non-immanent
approach.



Chapter Two — Frames and Semantics

Conducting the research in frame semantics involves a declaration of the gestalt-based
integrity. Claiming that the whole is greater than its part is not enough. To transform
an orientation of elementality it is necessary to acknowledge the primacy of the whole
that means that the integrity is not just a single element, but the main and "ultimate
given". A component part (element) of the integrity is separated only from the whole
and acquires its meaning within it solely.

Bringing together all the elements into the whole is conditioned by the proximity,
similarity, affiliation, closed position, continuity and arrangement of the elements.
The relations between the elements are logical. These relations are gestalt-relations.

Chapter Three. Valuable Orientations

The relation between the human being and the world is found in consciousness in the
form of concepts, images and models of behavior. The research conducted in the
aforementioned direction responds to the demands of modern linguistics and
culturology. This requirement implies necessity to make explicit the cultural
determinacy of the lingual unit on the basis of analyzing the relations between the
linguistic unit and cultural code.

Within the two considerable systems - language and culture, the analysis of cultural-
linguistic competence and mentality of the bearers of a particular language and culture
is one of the priority areas of modern linguistic researches.

Chapter Four - The Concept of “War” in Modern English

In the paper the conceptual objectification is implemented by constructing the
nominative fields. The nominative field outlines its structural characteristics. The field
strives to shape a pregnant, sharp and clear form typical of it - in other words, each
field strives for the perfect gestalt.

The nominative field is truly the whole, with gestalt nature. The whole structure of the
linguistic field, from the core to the periphery, represents the whole gestalt field.

The nominative field represents the whole, the gestalt and not a "set of elements”. In
the field theory primacy is given to the whole and not to its part - in other words,
priority belongs to the whole, not to its part.



The principles of the nominative field are the rules of the whole, not of the part. The
principles of the linguistic field are gestalt laws. In the field theory the whole is not
one of the phenomena but the phenomenon from which all the other phenomena must
be deduced and understood.

Conclusion

The following conclusions can be formulated by analyzing the concept of "war" in
modern English:

War is defined as “sudden, unexpected violation of peaceful life”.

Models that underlie the metaphorical interpretation of the concept of "war" have been
identified:

1. "War is an economic operation" - the dominant component of the significance of
this model is the comparison of two contradictory factors - profit and loss;

2. “War is the course” - the aforementioned conceptual metaphor is characterized by
the absence of strict boundaries, syncretism;

3. The realm of politics is understood through the metaphorical model "War is a
competition";

4. In a language under study, there is a connection between political and sports
discourse. The point of contact of these types of discourse is the competition
between the opponents and participants of combat operations;

5. The following metaphorical models are found in the language under study: "War
is a game of chess" and "War is a gambling";

6. The metaphorical model "War is a theater" is represented by a rather diverse
repertory of metaphors: preparing for the war is considered as preparation of the
stage for the play, writing a script and distributing the roles to the actors. Like any
show, the war has its own screenwriters, directors, and the audience watching the
developments;

7. Zoomorphic metaphors are used to represent the model "War is the world of
animals”, showing brutality and aggression. Accordingly, in this model, the units
denoting the behavioral characteristics of predators are predominant;



8. Relevant metaphors for the "world of plants" are used to represent the model “The
end of the war is the gardening”;

9. The model “War is a lesson” is found in the language under study;

10. The newspaper articles often feature the models such as "War is a punishment for
the crime committed”, "War is destruction”, and "War is a natural disaster".

The essence of the concept of "war" encompasses the features such as: subjective-
iconic aspect of the concept - hostile parties; conceptual aspect of the concept -
characteristics of the linguistic units denoting the behavior of those involved in war
and hostilities; and valuable aspect of the concept - explicit and implicit norms of
socially acceptable behavior.

The concept of "war” forms a network of concepts that expresses the following
associative dimensions: resistance, clash, and armed struggle as a means of resolving
the disagreement in cases where there is no possibility to peacefully deal with this
disagreement.

A rather complex and multilevel frame corresponds to the research concept. The frame
is presented by the concepts associated with war: conflict, struggle, resistance,
hostilities, war and its types, the relationships of people involved in war, and the
effects of war.

The semantic frame of the concept of "war" represents the structure of knowledge
representation and the conceptual model of human memory organization that is based
on the data set — the construct is made of not separate fragments but of the
interconnected structures.

The construct is a finite set of relations (necessary and sufficient set of data that is
acceptable) — the construct outlines a certain trajectory of data and the relations
between the conditions that are defined by the dynamic constraints of integrity.

Fragments of the construct reflect the action, cause-effect relationships, and the
change of viewpoints.

Temporal, spatial, situational, associative, and functional types of relations are
identified in the fragments of the construct. The criterion validity of the fragments is
their cognitive adequacy that is related to the determination of logical, static and
dynamic constraints for the construct.



The relations between the concepts embedded in the construct are depicted by
pragmatics of the outside world.

The realization of the research concept manifests the diversity of the objectivators and
the importance of the concept in the lingual worldview.
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