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The importance and actuality of the research topic

Nowadays, Abkhazia, the historic-geographic side of Georgia, has
the status of an autonomus republic; But actually it is occupied by
the armed forces of the Russian Federation. Abkhazia is being run
by the puppet de-facto authorities. The independence of Abkhazia
was recognized by Russia and in exchange for various deals, also by
Nicaragua, Venezuela, Nauru and Syria. The actuality of the research
topic also precedes to the fact that the recognition of the
Independence of Abkhazia may continue, which will naturalluy lead
to disastrous results. It should be mentioned, that from the XIX

century, Russia had been trying to deprive Georgia of its north-
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western part — Abkhazia. All of the possible methods were used to
do this: promoted to stir separatism in Abkhazia and hatred between
Georgians and Abkhazians, they were pursuing anti-Georgian,

aggressive policy.

The actuality of the research topic to Abkhazia, is stipulated by
the misinterpretation of Georgia’s historical past and falsification.
Based on the fraudlent history, the slogan “Abkhazia is not Georgia”
has emerged in the beginning of the 20 century, with the modern
Abkhazian political separatism. Several tendentious scientific works
have been published (S. Lakoba , O. Bghazhba, T. Achugba, D.
Dbari...) in different languages. History is still being fasfified
continually, until now. In relation to all this, “activation of
diplomatic corps” is in progress. Abkhazian de-facto government
opens the Abkhazian cultural center in different countries (e.g.
Italy). The Association “Europe — Abkhazia” is created. All of this,
mentioned above, has a long-term goal — to get rid of Georgia

ultimately and become a sphere of Russian space.

The purpose and objectives of the research topic
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The purpose of the research topic is to study Abkhazia in 1918-
19121; There are a number of scientific works on this issue, but all
of them are just about separate aspects. Our goal is to show and
outline the main trends from political, socio-econimic, ethnic,

cultural and religious situation in Abkhazia.

Based on the main purpose of the thesis, several tasks were
identified: What factors and historical processes have led to the
formation of anti-Georgian  (pro-Russian, pro-Ossetian)
developments in Abkhazia, what was the foreing and domestic
factors that contributed to Georgia’s declaration of independence;
Which political parties and forces existed in Abkhazia during the
period of independence, which community groups were involved in
the political life of Abkhazia, what was the legislative base that
allowed Georgia’s democratic republic to expand its jurisdiction over
the territory of Abkhazia, what kind of arrangements were made by
the Democratic Republic of Georgia for reviving the religious and

cultural life in Abkhazia.

Based on the purpose and objectives, the research of the

dissertation thesis will be built with the following hypotheses:
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11.
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Modern Abkhazia has belonged to Georgian political and
cultural space since ancient times;

In XVII-XVIII centuries, Abkhazia was the object of
intereset of two major empires, Russia and Ottomans.

The policy of the Russian Empire in the relation to Abkhazia,
meant the separation of the region from Georgia and
integration of the Abkhazian people into the political and
socio-economic space;

Pro-ossetian and pro-Russian forces were involved in anti-
Georgian and separatist activities in Abkhazia.

In 1918-1921 Abkhazia was the part of the Democratic
Republic of Georgia as an autonomous unit; However,
Russian and Abkhazian historiography asserts the opposite.
In 1918 General Giorgi Mazniashvili did not occupy
Abkhazia as it is said in Abkhazian and Russian
historiography;

The main purpose of the laws and regulations adopted by the
democratic government of Georgia, was the complete

functioning of Abkhazia as an autonomous unit;
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The scientific novelty of the work and the main results of the

research:

Scientific novelty and its major outcomes are closely linked to the
research subject. The works of the Georgian historiography are
mainly related to individual aspects; The political, socio-economic,
ethnic, cultural and religious situation in Abkhazia in 1918-1921 is
shown in one main common section of the dissertation. The topic is
written on the basis of archival, scientific and memoir literature
works which reflects the restoration of the jurisdiction of the
Republic of Georgia in Abkhazia and discharging the crisis situation
in the region. New historical documents are brought into scientific

circulation.
Results of the survey are:

7. Since the ancient times the territory of modern Abkhazia has
been continuously owned by Georgian political space. At
different times it was the part of Colchis, Lazica, Abkhazia
Kingdom, Georgian Empire, Imereti Kingdom and Georgian

Democratic Republic (as an autonomous unit);



10.
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The situation has changed since XVI century, during the
political upheaval of the Georgian Kingdom, where the
spread of Islam in Abkhazia and non-Georgian ethnic
elements were clearly demonstrated. In the beginning of the
XIX century, the Abkhazian prices were trying to enter
Russia’s patronage, in this case Christianity turned to be a
good “bait”; By entering to the Russia’s patronage, the
Principality of Abkhazia was abolished and Russia began to
rule.

Russia started to spread its own policy after the governance
in Abkhazia; The colonization of the region began after
slamist Abkhazians were exiled. Abkhazian alphabet was
created and they started to fight against the Georgian
language.  Letters were continuously published by
chauvinists and the rumors were spread that Georgian
intended to destroy Abkhazians. The goal was to join
Abkhazia to Russia and to assimilate Abkhazians with the
Russian population.

One of the main goals of the Georgian National Council was
the understanding of relations with Abkhazia and

maintaining national integrity of the country. The



11.

12.
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agreement made on February 9, 1918, had a historic
significance, as the existence of autonomous Abkhazia was
founded, which was subsequently strengthened by
additional agreements (in October 1920, the Abkhazian
People’s Council approved “Regulation on Autonomous
Administration of Abkhazia) and the Constitution of
Georgia; Abkhazia, as an autonomous unit, was a part of the
Democratic Republic of Georgia.

There was a difficult political situation in 1918-1919 in
Abkhazia; It was necessary to protect Abkhazia not only
from Bolshevik Russia, but also from Ottoman divisions and
white Russian forces; In this situation, Abkhazian National
Council asked for help from the Democratic Government of
Georgia. Accordingly, Georgian military units did not
annex Abkhazia, but they protected the region from the
enemy.

Despite the ongoing difficult situation, the Democratic
Government of Georgia was trying to create favorable
conditions for Abkhazia’s economic and cultural prosperity.
There were attempts to enable all the levers of agricultural

life of Abkhazia through local or foreign financial forces.
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Georgia cared for the cultural development of Abkhazia; For
example, on 27% of February, 1919, the first Abkhazian
newspaper “Apsni” was released in Sokhumi. An important
event in the cultural life of Abkhazia was also a drama
school, opened in Sokhumi by the painter Alexander
Sharvashidze in 1918 and creation of a literary-dramatic
cycle in Sokhumi in 1919; At the same time, the manuscript

“Tsikris Varskvlavi” was released.

Methodology:

The methodological basis of the research is general-scientific, as
well as private methods: historical-comparative, systematic
analysis of events, in-depth study, statistical, demographic
analysis, documentary and so on. The logical analysis is mainly
used in the work, however there is also presented informative-
cognitive and comparative-legal aspects. The purpose of using

historical-comparative method was:
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3. Creating the purposeful image about historical facts,
documents and their interpreters; Reconstructing and
argumenting of historical facts;

4. Analysis of historical documents; Interpretation of
historical facts and their authors; Evaluating the credibility
of historical documents; Comparing historical concepts
and facts; Formulating one’s conclusions and argumenting

the opinions.

Using these methods enabled us to obtain the evidence, that helped
us to discuss and evaluate the hypotheses of the research topic as well

as to make an appropriate conclusions.

The main theses of the work were announced at the following

sclentific conferences:

4. “Goals and the interests of the Russian Empire in Georgia
(XVI-XVII centuries)” — VIII Annual Conference of the

University of Georgia in Humanities; Tbilisi 2016
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5. “Georgian Missionaries in Abkhazia” — IX Annual
Conference of the University of Georgia in Humanities;
Thilisi 2017;

6. “Culture and Education in Abkhazia during the first
Democratic Republic of Georgia” — Dedicated to the memory
of Prof. Tamaz Beradze; X Annual Conference in

Humanitarian sciences; Thbilisi 2018;

The size and the structure of the work:

The dissertation consists of introduction, five chapters and
conclusion. The size of the work is 165 pages. Bibliography is

attached to the work.

A brief description of the dissertation:

The introduction provides the actuality of the research topic. There

is also discussed the historiography as well as the theoretical base.

A brief description of the Literature:
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The work is mainly based on the both primary and secondary
sources; (Documents, Archive Materials, Press, Memoirs, Scientific

Literature).

Historiography: The issue of Abkhazia affected many Georgian and
foreign scientists; Among them should be noted P. Ingorokva, M.
Lortkifanidze, M. Khoshtaria-brose, D. Gogoladze, ]. Gamakharia, Z.
Papaskiri, B. Khorava, D. Chitaia, G. Gasviani, Z. Tsurtsumia, A.
Chachkhiani, G. Anchabadze, E. Andersen, S. Lakoba, O. Bghazhba,
T. Achugba, D. Dbari and so on.

We discussed and studied the Georgian and foreign periodal
publications of that time: “Iskra”, “Unity”, “Republic of Georgia”,
“Georgia”, ,Public Affairs”, “Factsheet”, “Communist”, “Alioni”,

"The Truth (Daily Worker's Newspaper)", "Our Words";

We used the memoirs and the recordings of those political and
military figures of the First Republic of Georgia that have close ties
to this issue. Memories of Georgian military personnel are worth
mentioning. For example: G. Mazniashvili, Sh. Maghlakelidze, Al
Zakariadze; Also the works of the political figures of the First

Republic of Georgia: D. Vachnadze, Gr. Lortkipanidze, R.
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Gabashvili, V. Nozadze, Z. Avalishvili, S. Pirtskhalava, N. Zhordania
and Ambrosi Khelaia. The momoirs of Anton Denikin’s are also very
important - “Ouepxu pycckoit cMyTsI”; These memoirs represent the
struggle of the Democratic Republic of Georgia with a white-collar

Russia for Abkhazia.

In the first chapter of the dissertation — “Historical and Geographical
review of Abkhazia” — is shown the process of establishing historical
borders of Modern Abkhazia; It emphasizes that this region belonged

to Georgian political and cultural space since ancient times.

In the second chapter of the dissertation — “Caucasus in the field of
great empires (XVI-XVIII centuries)” — is discussed the policy on
Iran, Ottoman and Russia. Fighting for the first and spreading the
spheres of influence; Establishing the Ottoman rule in the region and

spreading of Islam;

In the third chapter of the dissertation — “Abkhazia in the end of
XVIII century and the beginning of XX century” —is shown the battle
between Russia and Ottoman in the Abkhazian Principal house,
following the establishment of Russia in the region. The Abkhazian

princes tried to enter to Russia's protection, which naturally
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contradicted the Ottomans. Abkhazia with its financial and political
support has led his agent Aslan Bei to fight against Russia. There is
discussed a very serious political, economic and religious situation in
Abkhazia: Abkhazia’s entry to Russian patronage and abolishin of
the capital; The process of resettlement of the part of Abkhazian
population in the Ottoman Empire. Revolts against the Russian king,

revolutionary speeches and manifestations.

The fourth chapter of the dissertation — “Abkhazia during the fight
for the Independence of Georgia” — consists of three paragraphs; In
the first paragraph, there is shown the international situation in the
first quarter of the 20® century and the attitudes of Georgian political
forces in connection with the World War I. In the second paragraph,
there is discussed the fight for the Independence of Georgia;
Confrontation of Ottoman-German interests and activation of
Georgian diplomatic corps; In the third paragraph we can see the
situation in Abkhacia in 1914-1918; Negotiations between the
Abkhazian People’s Council and the Georgian National Council and
the agreement of the 9 February, 1918 was the first stage of solving

Georgian-Abkhazian relations.
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The fifth chapter of the dissertation — “Abkhazia during the period of
Georgian Democratic Republic (1918-1921) — consists of five
paragraphs. In the first paragraph, there is discussed a very difficult
political situation; Even after declaring the independence of Georgia,
Ottomans tried the intervention of Abkhazian forces. Although, in
1918-1919 it was necessary to protect Abkhazia not only from
Ottoman, but from Bolshevik Russia and White Russians; Despite
the resistance (separatism, spreading of Anti-Georgian dispose)
Georgian Armed Forces managed to maintain territorial integrity of
the country. In addition, the agreement made on June 11%, 1918, was
very important. According to that agreement, Abkhazia, as an
autonomous entity, was a part of the Democratic Republic of
Georgia. It should be noted that the Government of Georgia was
supported by a large part of the Abkhazian population as well ass the

majority of Abkhazian People’s Council members.

The second paragraph illustrates the process of elaboration of the
Constitution of Abkhazia; Negotiations between Georgian
Democratic Government and Abkhazian People’s Council; There’s
also been discussed an “Act on Abkhazia’s Autonomy”; Abkhazia, as

an autonomous unit, was under the jurisdiction of Democratic
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Republic of Georgia, which was legally enforced by the Constitution

of 21 February, 1921.

The third paragraph illustrates the religious situation in Abkhazia;
Restoration of Autocephaly of the Georgian Church, uniting the
church and keeping the independence after the rule of Bolshevik

Georgia;

The fourth paragraph examines the socio-economic situation in
Abkhazia and the attempts of the Government of Georgia to address

the situation;

The fifth paragraph emphasizes the issues of education and culture.
Favorale conditions were created for cultural and economic growth;
Schools, churches and monasteries were being opened, newspapres

were printed.

The results of the survey are shown in the conclusion. It is
highlighted that 1918-1921 are the years of a new stage in the history
of Georgian statehood. With the Act of May 26, Georgia has restored
its state independence. The newly created state has received the
most complicated inheritance. Already poorly developed economy

was found to be in the crisis, which led to the worsening of the social
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situation. There was a very difficult political situation - The fate of
the Georgian historical territories was to be resolved, as their
intrusion continued. One of the most important problem was the
issue of Abkhazia, which was sought to be occupied on one side by
Ottoman, on the other side by Denikin and on the third side by

Bolshevik Russia.

The Democratic Republic of Georgia was able to defuse the most
difficult and crisis situation created in Abkhazia; As a result,
Abkhazia, as an autonomous untiy, came under the jurisdiction of
the Democratic Republic of Georgia. It should be noted that the
Government of Georgia was supported by a large part of the
Abkhazian population as well ass the majority of Abkhazian People’s

Council members.

The work emphasizes that since the ancient times the territory of
modern Abkhazia belonged to a Georgian political space continually.
There’s also shown that Abkhazia, as a part of Georgia, in the
important section of the history, was connected to the relations
between Russia and the Ottoman Empires and their policies; This
policy was aimed at prevailing in the region. Therefore, Ottoman

Empire tried to spread Islam in Abkhazia and Russia was trying to
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erase the culture of Georgian Christianity. The confrontation
between the Ottoman Empire and Russia, ended with the victory of
the latter. The policy of the Georgian Empire was aimed at cutting
Abkhazia off the Georgian political and cultural world. The main
goal of the empire was the Russian colonization of the Black Sea and
the mix up of the Abkhazian people with the Russian population.
Anti-Georgian propaganda and separatism were spread because of

this.

Ultimately, Georgia’s independent and united state has put an end to

the Russian and Ossetian fights for interests in the region.

By the adoption of the Constitution of 1921, the issue of Abkhazia
was legally signed — it was granted the status of autonomy within the
Democratic Republic of Georgia. A new stage in Georgian-
Abkhazian relations has emerged, although the events of the
February 25, 1921, has radically changed the situation. The epoch
of the first Georgian statehood and democracy has come to an end.
After the establishment of the Soviet rule, the political, social,
economic and religious situation in the region continued to
aggravate and a new, difficult stage in Georgian-Abkhazian relations

has begun.



