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Importance and relevance of the research topic

Since the time of the apostles, the Church has played a major role in the country's political, cultural
and educational life. Georgian nation made Orthodoxy a part of its culture, as evidenced by the fact
that samples of ancient writings originated from the early Christian era. At the same time, the
Church played a major role in the spiritual healing of the nation and the formation of national
consciousness.

Throughout the middle ages, kings sought to strengthen the Church and turn it into a rock-steady ally
in the struggle for centralization of power. For its part, the Church sought to support the state in the
process of strengthening and rebuilding the country.

Exactly because of such importance of the Church, Tsarist Russia wasted no time as it conquered
Georgia and inflicted a great blow on the flock of the Apostle Andrew the First, the ancient church
of Iveria. The abolition of the autocephaly of the Georgian Orthodox Church in the early 19th
century and the replacement of the Catholicos-Patriarchal Institute with exarchate gave Russia the
opportunity to take control of the Georgian Church and accomplish its Russification, which
threatened the national self-awareness of society.

The state's attitude towards the church became even tougher after the establishment of the Soviet
atheist government. 1921-1927 is particularly prominent in this regard, when the government went
on the offensive on all fronts, every mechanism available was used to destroy the faith and the
church.

The persecution of the Church by the state has had a negative impact on both the country's
development and national consciousness of society. The anti-religious, brutal policies of the
government have degraded certain parts of the society. The ecclesiastical policy implemented by
Soviet Russia at the time, which aimed to completely destroy the Church, was gradually replaced by
a policy of subjugation. This policy has more or less continued to this date. Legislative, concerted
action between the state and the church will determine the future of the country. Therefore, the

topics of study do not lose their relevance.

Research Purpose and objectives

There is more than one scientific work in Georgian historiography that depicts the history of the
Georgian Church from 1921 to 1927. Each of them deals with only specific aspects of this
history. However, the relationship between the state and the church in those years is not particularly

researched.



The purpose of the thesis is to study and present, in a single context, the aggressive policy of the
Soviet state towards the Church, its causes and effects, as well as the methods and means of struggle
that the authorities applied against the Church and the clergy during 1921-1927. On the one hand, to
determine what methods the State used to manage to break the church’s fighting spirit; and on the
other hand, to evaluate how justified was the church in choosing to switch from confrontation to
compromise with the state during the subsequent years and move to a self-preservation, or in other

words of Saint llia the Righteous an “active waiting” policy.

The following objectives were identified from the main purpose:

To study, portray, and compare attitudes toward the Church during various eras but specifically, in
the first years of Tsarist Russia, the Democratic Republic of Georgia and the Soviet government
(1921-1927); to identify the levers and methods of struggle (forceful, ideological, and economic)
used by the authorities against the Church, the clergy, and the faith; to analyze issues related to the
Memorandum sent by Catholicos-Patriarch Ambrose (Khelaia) to the Genoa International
Conference in 1922 and filling in some gaps in Georgian historiography on this issue; to study the

position of the Church during the period of total persecution by the state, 1921-1927.

Source knowledgebase of the work

The main source of the paper are the periodicals published in 1921-1927. "komunisti” (Communist),
"Musha” (Worker), "Sakartvelos Respublika” (Republic of Georgia), "Tsiteli Armieli” (Red soldier),
"Spartaki” (Spartacus), "Axalgazrda Komunisti” (Young Communist), antireligious textbooks and
literature, orally transmitted samples, and visual material (caricatures). Also, unpublished documents
kept in scientific circles and in various organizational archives (Central archive of the contemporary
history of Georgia, Ministry of Internal Affairs, Ministry of Security, Historical archives of Gori,
Historical archives of Kutaisi, etc.). The work uses existing scientific literature on the problems
discussed.

Chronological framework

On February 25, 1921, the annexation of the independent State of Georgia by the Soviet Russia
ended Georgia's independence and forced its sovietization. The Soviet-occupied regime in the
country was based on an atheist Marxist-Leninist ideology. The Georgian Church, led by Catholicos
Patriarch Ambrose (Khelaia), fought hard not only to save the church but also to restore state
independence. In 1927, after the death of Catholicos Ambrose, a new phase in the relationship
between the state and the church began. The Church changed its policy of uncompromising attitude

towards the state with that of loyalty. This is why these two important dates in the history of



relations between the Georgian Church and State — - the period from1921 to 1927 - are taken as the
chronological framework of the work.

The Scientific novelty of the paper and main results of the research

The scientific novelty and main results of the work are closely linked to the relevance of the actual
topic of study. The works in Georgian historiography mainly deal with certain aspects of the
research topic. In the dissertation, the relationship between the Georgian Bolshevik authorities and
the Church during the years 1921 through 1927 is presented in an unified, systematic, and orderly
manner, which distinguishes the state's attitude towards the Church with extreme cruelty.

The paper discusses virtually all the anti-religious measures taken by the authorities based on a
review of official sources published during the above-mentioned time period. Specifically, through
the study of periodicals, textbooks and literature, as well as unpublished and archival documents in
scholarly circulation, it is afforded particular importance and novelty.

The work explores a number of issues related to the history of the Memorandum sent to the Genoa
Conference in 1922 by Catholicos-Patriarch Ambrose; it fills in some gaps in Georgian
historiography up to this date, specifically, the original of the text addressed to the Genoa
Conference is not one of the three archival texts known to the public, but the text, printed in the June
4, 1922 issue of “The Communist” newspaper, which has remained largely unnoticed, is actually,
the original memorandum published by Patriarch Ambrose. The Patriarch thought of and wrote this
memorandum independently and on his own initiative.

The novelty of this work is also evidenced by the fact that it is the first attempt at a monographic
study of the relationship between the church and the state from 1921 to 1927.

The results of the study are as follows:

1. Since the beginning of the 19th century, the forceful and aggressive practice of russification by the
Tsarist Russia through resulted in the following: Autocephaly abolished Georgian Church led by
Exarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, Georgian church monuments replaced by the Russian
appearance, looted and demolished church property by the exarchates, including the largest Georgian
church treasure of spiritual and material value (Icons and other ecclesiastical relics, church utensils,
clothes, unique embroidery, etc.), Russian-language liturgy, chanting, and theological schools,
religious clerics devoid of national consciousness and faithful to the government, and finally the
church robbed both spiritually and materially.

2. The Church suffered oppression even during the period of the Democratic Republic of Georgia

(1918-1921), as its Social-Democrat Menshevik authority shared atheistic views.



3. After Soviet Russia's occupation of Georgia's independent state, the Bolshevik Party's credible
policy of leadership was characterized by unprecedented brutality which aimed at the complete
destruction of faith and the Church; substitution of faith in God and the saints with that in
Communist Party and in its leaders; the physical and moral destruction of the clergy; the destruction
of churches as architectural structures, or the alteration of their function; and finally, the creation of
a new Soviet atheistic society, raised on Marxist-Leninist ideology, free from spirituality and ruled
by the government.

4. In order to form an atheist-minded society, the state used all the levers of struggle against the
Church - ideological, repressive and economic. Despite the harshest repression, the principle
position of the clergy shows that the government did not fully achieved its goal and that they failed
with some clergymen to have them denounce their rank, and with parts of the community to
denounce their faith.

5. The uncompromising fight of the authorities against the Church during 1921-1927 made it clear
that the Church's choice in subsequent years — replacing confrontation with a compromise towards
the state, would be the only way of self-preservation.

The practical significance of the work

The dissertation is a reflection of the most recent history of Georgia, in particular the examination of
history of the Church. Thus, it can be used to create generalized works, textbooks, and other
literature on the history of the Church of Georgia. The work can also be used to prepare a general
educational course on the history of Georgian Church.

The work will help scholars working on particular issues in the history of Georgia in general and in
the history of the Georgian Church. It will also help a wide circle of readers who wish to obtain an
objective view of the relationship between the state of Georgia and the Church during 1921-1927
Research Methods

The methodological basis of the research is both general scientific and specific methods: Historical-
comparative, systematic analysis of events, chronological ordering and in-depth study of materials,
statistical examination of clergymen shot during this period. The paper mainly uses logical analysis
based on documents, presents informational-cognitive and comparative-legal aspects. The purpose of
using the historical-comparative method of research is to:

1. Correctly understanding of historical facts, Create purposeful, clear representations of documents
and their interpreters, sort the facts in the historical context and come up with a reasoned conclusion.
2. Systematization of documents; Analysis of historical documents; Critical study of anti-religious
books, manuals and periodicals published by the Soviet authorities. Comparing given facts.
Formulating of own conclusions and to establish reasonable standpoints.

Approbation of the work



A preliminary defense of a dissertation was held on July 24, 2019, at the Dissertation committee
Board of the History Department of the University of Georgia, School of Arts and Humanities.
Report on the topic of the dissertation was delivered by the author of dissertation at the 11" Annual
Scientific Conference of the University of Georgia (May 25, 2019).

Part of the work is represented in the publications; list attached at the end.

Scope and structure of the work:

The thesis covers 193 pages and consists of introductions, five chapters, conclusions, and the works
cited. Of the five chapters, the first one consists of four sub-chapters, the third one has three sub-
chapters, and the fifth one has two sub-chapters. The work has appendices consisting of

documentary and visual material related to the topic of the study.



Main Contents of the Dissertation Work
Introduction
Introduction of the dissertation work provides discussion of significance and urgency of the
researched issue, formulation of the research goal and objectives, as well as the hypotheses
providing basis for the research. It overviews scientific novelty of the work, key research results and
methodology, sets the chronological framework and explains the principle of choice of the
mentioned chronological interval as the research issue. Introduction provides also the source studies’

and historiographical base of the dissertation work.

Chapter One
Georgian Church from Early 19" Century to Sovetization
81. Abolishment of Autocephaly of Georgian Church
Russian Empire has harmed autocephaly of Georgian Church as early as in 18" century, by Article 8
of the Treaty of Georgievsk, in early 19" century, after abolishment of Kartl-Kakheti and Imereti
kingdoms and their annexing to Russia, insidiously abolished autocephalous churches with
centuries-long traditions initially in Eastern Georgia (1811) and further in Western Georgia (1814).

By eliminating independence of Georgian church Russian government has violated laws 8 and 9 of
World Councils 11l and 1V, according to which the church is entitled to independently make
decisions about their future, without external interventions (Great Canonical Law, 1978, p. 400).
Thus, action of the Russian government was unlawful. Outcomes caused by abolishment of
autocephaly were indeed severe. In the churches of Georgia Slavonic rules of service were
introduced, with the purpose of full Russianization of Georgian nation and church, substitution of

Georgian church with the Russian one.

Studying and analyzing of this issue convinced us once more that the politics of Russia towards

Georgian church is very aggressive and dispels the myth about community of religion.

82. Church Politics of Russian Empire in Georgia and its Outcomes
Elimination of autocephaly of Georgian church in 1811 was followed by establishment of the
exarchate. Exarch of Georgia had the title of Metropolitan of Kartli and Kakheti, later — Archbishop.
It is hard to describe heaviness of their sins: adultery, sodomy, theft, murder, robbery and, most
importantly —extreme hatred to Georgians is. Exarch of Georgia was member of synod and head of

dicastery, further, head of “Synodal Institutiion of Kartli and Imereti” (established in 1815) and his



title was Exarch of Kartli and Imereti or, shortly, Exarch of Georgia. In 1814, in Thilisi, the Exarch
Chancellery was founded. Territories under Exarchate of Georgia expanded with time. In late 19"
century it included entire Transcaucasia and North Caucasus. Position of exarch was cancelled in
1917, when fight for independence of Georgian church headed by Bishop Kyrion (Sadzaglishvili)
successfully ended.

Russian secular and church bureaucracy showed great hatred to conquered Georgian nation. Though,
they were unable to fully realize their fierce desire to eradicate ancient history of our nation and our
church, transform Georgian church into the Russian one, substitute it with Russian church, destroy
sense of national identity, and yet, they realized it partially, with forcible methods, repressions and
support of those Georgians who subdued their enslavement politics.

83. Fight for Restoration of Autocephaly
In second half of 19" century neither laity nor clergy could dare to put the issue of autocephaly restoration
on agenda. While Georgian society, in particular, the Tergdaleulebi (Georgians educated in Russia/Europe
for education, who have drunk Terek waters) led by Ilia Chavchavadze fought actively to protect religious
rights of the Georgians and carefully expressed their protest in their publications.
Open and unconcealed fight commenced in 1905. So called “Bloody Sunday” of 9" January 1905 that
became the cause of revolution in Russia, turned out to be some kind of stimulating and conductive for
Georgian scientists and clergymen fighting for autocephaly.
In the fight for regain of autocephaly it was necessary to scientifically prove lawfulness of autocephaly of
Georgian church and hence, unlawfulness of its abolishment in 1811. For the supporters of autocephaly the
main argument was the fact that by elimination of independence of Georgian church the laws adopted by
Church Councils. This political decision made by Russian government was intended for eradication of the
nation and realization of Russian “ideals”.
With their publications Georgian scientists attempted to convince Russia in lawfulness of autocephaly of
Georgian church and necessity of its restoration. On 12" March 1907, as a result of political events in
Russia and great efforts of the fighters for restoration of autocephaly of Georgian church, it regained
autocephaly. The fight was successfully ended with restoration of the institute of Catholicos-Patriarch of
Georgia and election of Bishop Kyrion (Sadzaglishvili) as the head of Georgian church. All these created
favorable conditions for strengthening of Georgian church.
After declaration of autocephaly exarchate in Georgia was eliminated though there were permanent
provocations against Catholicos Patriarch of All Georgia, Kyrion Il (1917-1918) from the side of the
religious hierarchs established by the Russians. Supposedly murder of Patriarch Kyrion Il in 1918 was

provoked from their side.



84. Church Policies of Democratic Republic of Georgia

Restoration of independence of Georgia on 26™ May 1918 was indeed great joy for Georgian church and
this can be evidenced by the prayer of thanks served by Patriarch Kyrion Il. Though, attitude of the
government and parliament of Democratic Republic of Georgia (mostly composed of Marxist-atheists) was
not distinguished with loyalty. After taking over the rule, social-democrat Mensheviks changed their attitude
towards the church. While earlier N. Zhordania supported national forces in the fight for autocephaly, after
taking power, he began to oppress the church, by confiscation of its properties and prohibiting teaching of
theology at schools.

Relationships between the church and Menshevik government have restored only when Georgia faced actual
danger of Sovetization and loss of state independence. This was the war commenced by Russia that has

conditioned unification of the secular and clerical powers.

Chapter Two

Sovetization of Georgia and its Negative Impact on the Church
From the outset, 20s of the 20" century Soviet government developed antireligious legal framework,
underlining that only those who fought with the religion could be regarded as true communists. By the
special decrees the church was isolated from the state, teaching of theology was prohibited. Church and
religious society had no right to own the property, properties belonging to the churches and religious
community was declared as the people’s properties and on this basis they were deprived of all movable and
immovable properties gained for many centuries, as well as all incomes.
Destruction, abolishment of the churches and use of the buildings for the other purposes was widespread.
Government have deprived the clergymen of all rights, among them the voting rights, they were prohibited
to enter the schools. It was regarded that they have been bringing darkness to the future generations. They
were subjected to ideological oppression, they were forced to reject their order, there were numerous cases
of humiliation of the clergymen, their shaving, kidnapping, beating, murder.
To eradicate faith in people they attacked even Lord and saints, contents of the religion. They prohibited
mentioning of “God” (e.g. “for Lord’s sake...”, “God bless you...” etc.), they preached that communism is
the only truth; that God and religion were invented by the clergymen. They forced the scientists to write lies
about religion. Their logo was K. Marx’s words: “criticism of faith is prerequisite of all other criticisms”.
The communists have substituted religious holidays with the soviet ones, e.g. “Komsomol Christmas”,
“Komsomol Easter”, “Harvest Festival” etc. They practiced demeaning of Christ in human minds,
equalizing him with mythological characters, falsification of the words of holy fathers, humiliation of saints
and holly relics. Attending prayers and services, parochial schools was prohibited. They attempted to

convince the public that the religion was falsehood, darkness and evil invented by people.



The state intended to create the new, soviet individual. Particular attention was paid to the educational
institutions (kindergartens, schools, higher education institutions). Teachers at the kindergartens and schools
were instructed to directly and openly criticize church and bringing atheism into the adolescents’ minds. For
formation of antireligious, soviet consciousness there were developed special textbooks. They reached all
social strata — workers, peasants, soldiers (Red Army).

Antireligious propaganda was very extensive and press, museums, schools, cinemas and publishers were
involved.

Works of the antireligious ideologists (E. Yaroslavski, P. Lafarg, N. Adarov, S. Stepanov, V. Nevski etc.)
were translated into Georgian and published. There were established antireligious organizations (e.g. Union
of Infidel Warriors”), [communist] party schools, circles. Special questionnaires were published to study
public opinion and all soviet citizens had to complete them. Completed questionnaires illustrated the
worldview of each person.

Attempts of the government to destroy the church and change public consciousness to atheism were
partially successful. Church became weaker and was unable to resist the government. Population was
deceived, soviet government gave them expectation of welfare on account of the church but instead they got

dictatorship and slavery.

Chapter Three
Ideological Struggle against Church in 1921-1927
81. Antireligious Campaign According to Periodicals in 1924-1927

This section describes fight of the government against church in 1921-1927 based on the newspapers issued
in 1921-1927 — “Communist”, “Worker”, “Spartacus”, “Ground-Man” etc. These newspapers had wide
profile. And in 1923, central committee of communist party of Georgia issued an atheist newspaper
“Against Lord”, its main purpose was eradication of faith from the people’s minds.

Atheistic articles published in the newspapers in 1921-1927 depicted antireligious campaign in different
regions of Georgia. In some cases they spread false, slanderous information about actions of the clergymen,
as well as about population contented with antireligious policies. Press was of propagandist nature and
served to the goal of psychological influence over the population. One of the examples are the memories of
someone called Niko Mkeravi published in newspaper “Worker” (1924, #50, p. 3): “I felt great pleasure
when the cross on the temple (Soboro) in Tbilisi was replaced by red star”.

Press of 1921-1927 clearly describes how the government fought to close the churches, undermine
reputation of the clergymen, dispel trust in God and saints. Simultaneously, soviet press spread information
about successful outcomes of this fight and this was one of the significant levers of the government’s

psychological pressure on the public.



82. Clergymen in Georgian Folklore of 1921-1927

The section provides discussion of some samples of folklore of satiric-humorist genre with atheistic contents
created according to the government’s instructions. These are the verses, apologues, stories, tales where the
clergy is described as greedy, corrupt, spoiled part of the society robbing working people. They composed
many atheistic versions of the Lord’s Prayer. One of them is as follows:

“Our Father, who art in St. Petersburg,

Cursed be thy name;

Thy kingdom damned;

Thy will not be done even in the hell.

Give us this day our daily bread you have stolen;

Pay your debts as we pay ours

And lead us not into temptation, but save us from police,

And be damned his name

And as thy art helpless and with weak soul,

Be damned forever with him, Amen!”
There were numerous antireligious cartoons created and published, mocking not only at the priests and
monks but even Lord, with scaring words on some of them — “we blow God up”.
Such samples were created directly by the order of Bolshevik-atheistic government and were intended for
formation of the individual of absolutely new type — soviet individual free of all traditional beliefs and
views, substitution of belief in God with the party and its leaders. The government was clearly aware that it
was unable to eradicate faith in people’s minds even if all churches and clergymen were physically
destructed and therefore, it had to attack Lord, saints, church holidays and used one of the effective means
for that - antireligious folklore.
Typological and content diversity of the atheistic folklore created in 1921-1927 clearly demonstrates that the
soviet government fought with the church and clergymen using dirty, most severe methods absolutely
unacceptable for civilized society, for the purpose of destruction of the church and clergymen through
isolation of their parish and creation of the soviet atheistic society free of any moral, obedient to the

government, following Marxist-Leninist ideology.

83. Antireligious Literature Published in 1921-1927
Ideology of the soviet government was reflected in the most aggressive form in the textbooks. Ideological
fight against the church took place verbally and by means of printed media. Printed propaganda became
especially extensive when repressions became relatively less active. For antireligious propaganda most
effective means was used — they started to publish small antireligious brochures and textbooks intended for

all ages.



Soviet government published wide range of literature in Georgian language but most distinguished were the
antireligious books where the priests and monks were presented as liars, extortionists and oppressors of
workpeople.

All party members were obligated to be engaged in antireligious propaganda, they were not only enemies of
the priests but generally, against Christian teaching. Communists not only frequently referred to K. Marx
and F. Engels, whose works contain oceans of poison against religion, but they forced the authors to write
relying on Marxist-Leninist ideology.

They regarded that in addition to publication of the literature, its dissemination was no less significant and
for this purpose they established antireligious circles. There was founded special commission controlling
and ruling the antireligious board and the board used to deliver propagandist trainings, giving special

instruction to the individuals with antireligious disposition.

Chapter Four

History of Memorandum from Catholicos-Patriarch Ambrosius (Khelaia) to Genoa International Conference
in 1922

There are many questions related to memorandum sent by Catholicos-patriarch Ambrosius (Khelaia) to
Genoa International Conference in 1922. First of all, they deal with the original text of the memorandum, its
authors, signatories, translations, persons who have delivered it to the conference and many other issues.
Text sent to Genoa Conference is dated by 7" February 1922. Its original is not any of three texts preserved
at different archives (archives of Patriarchy, State Security or Central Historical Archive of Georgia) but the
one published in newspaper “Communist” on 4 June 1922 that was left without attention up to present.
Irrespective of different opinions about authorship of the text mentioned in the sources (Korneli Kekelidze,
Grigol Lortkipanidze and Shalva Maghlakelidze, Silibistro Jibladze, Rapiel Ingilo (lvanitski), Deacon lason
Kapanadze and other members of Catholicate Board), it is clear that author of the text is Catholicos-
Patriarch Ambrosius, it was written by him solely, with his own incentive.
Information about the Conference was supposedly provided to the Patriarch by one of the representatives of
Menshevik government, instructed by the former head of independent Georgian Republic Noe Zhordania as
in the process of delivery of the letter to the addressee their activities can be most apparently seen.
It was found that there were German, French, English and Italian translations of the Memorandum text,
regarding hat these four ones were working languages of the Conference. As for Russian version of the text,
regarding the interests of investigation, it was written by the Patriarch himself.
For the history of Memorandum text it is significant to identify the person who has delivered it to the
Conference. There are several versions related to this issue (lason Kapanadze, Vlasa Mgeladze and loseb

Imedashvili, Alexander Grigolia and persons accompanying him and others), though, possibly, no one of



these versions is wrong. ThHe Memorandum was to be taken abroad in secrecy, for the security purpose,
independently, by different persons and hence, there could be several original copies.
History of the Memorandum shows that in 1921-1927, the church made efforts to protect national and

religious interests and be firm and irreconcilable to Bolshevik-atheist government.

Chapter Five
81. Fathers Persecuted and Executed by Soviet Government in 1921-1927
(Based on Archive Materials)
This section provides discussion of arrest and execution of the clergymen unknown up to present (based on
the materials preserved at the archive of the Ministry of Security). The clergymen maintained the faith at a
cost of their lives. There were some of them who were not able to resist the pressure and left the priesthood.
In 1921-1927 the clergymen were regarded as the most unacceptable and dangerous people, especially those
who were faithful to the principles and fulfilled their obligations honestly. Government made efforts to
physically eradicate such people. On 1% September 1924, Kutaisi office of special commission, on the basis
of tribunal (Kutaisi political bureau) decision adopted the resolution to execute such clergymen — Kutaisi
Metropolitan Nazar (Lezhava), Deacon Germane (Jajanidze), Deacon lerotheoz (Nikoladze), Priest Simon
(Mchedlidze), Archdeacon Besarion (Kukhianidze).
Facts of persecution, execution and oppression of the clergymen show that the soviet government declared
the war against the church. It deprived the clergymen of the civil rights and prohibited their way of life.
Religion was regarded as crime and as a result people were tried, exiled or executed together with their
families. Though, we should admit that irrespective of repressions the church was able to survive and save
the religion.
Irrespective of the severest repressions, the essential position of the clergymen shows that the government
could not achieve its goal — it was unable to fully eradicate clergymen committed to church and religion and

make them reject their positions.

82. Fight of Georgian Church for Survival
The clergymen attempted to bolster their parishes concealed and confused by antireligious campaign of the
government through preaching, They called for meeting the danger with true Christian love.
The clergymen were very careful with the appeals against the government, though their love to their native
country and church made them unanimous and reveal deceitful policies of the occupant, atheistic

government.



Catholicos-Patriarch Ambrosius, Metropolitan Nazar (Lezhava), Karbelashvili breothers and others openly
preached against the soviet regime and encouraged their parish to beg Lord to save the country and thus
fulfill their duty.

In 1921-1927 the church split into two parts, on one hand — those, obedient to the will of the government
and on the other — forces loyal to the national and Christian principles. Government needed clergymen
subject to its control as through them it was able to harm the church more severely.

Clergymen adherent to the national and church principles was in minority, among them, first of all, was
Catholicos-Patriarch Ambrosius, he was not afraid of the government and openly stated “soviet Russian
government has deprived Georgia its independence”. Though he revealed not only injustice caused by the
occupation of the country but also the clergymen who gave up their Christian duties, national interests and
willingly joined the soviet government and lived in “obedience” as in the period of exarchate.

Patriarch was ready to suffer for protection of the national interests, whether for exile, arrest or physical
destruction. Therefore, he asked all archpriests and hierarchs to be firm and devoted. In 1922, Patriarch
Ambrosius have sent to loane, Bishop of Tskhum-Abkhazia the strict and reproaching letter requesting not
to mention in his pray Tikhon, Patriarch of Russia. In his response Bishop loane mentioned as his excuse
that three fourths of the parish were Russians at the Christmas and Epiphany celebrations and that he did
this for some tactic considerations. In addition, to justify his actions, he referred to the episode from the
Bible where crucified Jesus blessed his torturers and begged mercy for them.

Patriarch’s anger was quite reasonable. Answer of the Bishop did not look like dictated by diplomacy and
love. It seems, he had made choice in favor of comfortable situation, by giving up. And yet, later Patriarch’s
appeal achieved the goal and Bishop loane wrote him: “... From now, I shall not even dare to mention the
enemy of the freedom of our church, Kid-Tikhon”.

Irrespective of the policies of the soviet government oriented towards elimination of the clergy in any way,
some of them were able to maintain their firm position and became great example of moral firmness and

adherence to Christian principles for the clergymen and parish.

Conclusion
In the end of dissertation work there are stated the key theses (9 in aggregate) obtained as a result of
studying of the history of relationships between Georgian church and the state in the period from 1921 to
1927.
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