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General description of the thesis

Actuality of the topic

The actuality of the research problem is conditioned by the
following fact: when Georgia joined the Council of Europe in
1999, it took responsibility to implement the process of
repatriation and integration of the deported Meskhetians. The
mentioned responsibility has not been fulfilled in a timely
manner or has been fulfilled with some shortcomings.
Accordingly, the state still faces the problem of integration of the
deported Meskhetians in the society, the peculiarities of their
identity still remaining one of the defining components in the

integration process.

Aim and objectives of the research

The aim of the research is: to bring the empirical research data in
compliance with the theoretical scientific viewpoints; to identify
the main factors /markers conditioning the formation, change or
maintenance of identity in the deported and repatriated
Meskhetians; to identify / categorize the mentioned markers in
the process of maintaining and /or changing the identity of
repatriates according to definite values and specific functions; to
bring the obtained data into the relevant scientific-theoretical

framework.
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The research is based on the following hypotheses:

Personal or group history, in the context of regional and world

history, can be understood and analyzed as one of the important

factors in terms of the process of formation, preservation,

protection or change of ethnic identity.

The historical narrative adopted and accepted by the deported

Meskhetians plays an important role in the process of identity

preservation;

The history they interpret is decisive in their perception of the

ethnicity of themselves or members of a group;

The role of the mother is one of the important factors in the

process of identity formation in the deported Meskhetians;
Negative events of the past can be thought of as one of the

unifying mechanisms for maintaining a group identity;

An important factor in maintaining identity is the geographical

area and the emotions associated with it; Space / place, according

to real or imaginary memory, is different in different groups of

the deported population and it can be categorized according to

separate markers determining the sense of belonging to the

geographical area in the deported Meskhetians;

The existence of social and / or cultural boundaries with the local

population plays a role in maintaining the group's identity.

Scientific novelty and main results of the research
The issue of the deported Meskhetians has repeatedly been the
object of study from various points of view, however, the
peculiarities of their identity have not been practically explored
from a multifaceted perspective.
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The scientific novelty of the paper is that the problem of identity
of the deported Meskhetians is understood as a multifaceted
phenomenon and is studied from a multifaceted perspective:
Historical memory (real or imaginary), attitude towards place and
space, meaning of emotions (positive and negative) in the context
of identity, the function of woman / mother in the process of

identity formation, maintenance or change.

Theoretical and methodological foundations of the

research

The concepts explored as a result of the analysis of scientific
theories and approaches important for understanding the identity
of the deported Meskhetians, have been identified and
categorized according to the individual identity markers
(importance of place and space, historical memory (collective /
individual, the role of woman / mother), their experience) as well
as according to their relevance.

The identity of the deported Meskhetians is not conceived in the
format of a nationalist or sedentary paradigm, therefore, the basis
of the research is the assumption that members of this group may
have not only different identities but also different backgrounds.
Methodologically the research is perceived within the premises of
the category of qualitative research. The constructivist /
primordial viewpoint is used as the basic methodological
approach, and the triangulation approach making the research
results scientifically more relevant, is considered the basis of data
collection and analysis.

The problem is studied from different perspectives.
Consequently, different methods (historical-comparative,
correlation, micro-historical method, biographical-narrative
interview, in-depth interview and life history) are applied.
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Theoretical value of the research

The issue of formation / maintenance and / or change of the
identity of the deported Meskhetians (on the example of South
Georgia) is studied from a multifaceted perspective; Relevant
concepts for the study of the identity of the deported
Meskhetians are identified and categorized according to
important markers in the context of identity.

The research presents a recent study of the determinants of the
identity of the deported Meskhetians from the prism of modern
theories of identity / ethnicity from a non-nationalist and / or
sedentary position.

Added to everything else, launching into scientific circulation the
original field research material presented in the work is valuable
for the scientists showing interest in the research problem.

Practical value of the research

The results obtained from the complex research of the issue will
make some contribution to a more rational, reasoned and realistic
understanding of the problems related to the integration of the
deported Meskhetians into society.

In addition, the results obtained can be used to prepare some
recommendations for identifying / resolving problems with the
deported Meskhetians.

Structure and volume of the work
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The work consists of 155 pages and comprises an introduction,
five chapters and a conclusion. Bibliography, the list of
respondents and the excerpts from interviews are included.

Introduction

The introduction of the work substantiates the actuality of the
research issue, sets out the main purpose of the research and the
set and implemented tasks; the methodological basis and the
novelty of the research are defined; the orientation questions
formulated for the field research are given and the main
hypotheses of the research paper are formulated.

Chapter I - Review of scientific theories and
literature related to the research problem

On the initial stage of the work the theoretical framework, the
scientific works related to the research problem belong to, was
defined;

The fields related to the hypotheses formulated in the research
have been identified. While analyzing the scientific literature the
focus of the research was diverted on the mentioned fields.

First, the scientific theories related to identity in general are
discussed (Hobsbawm, Brubecker, Van den Berghe, geertz,
Weber, Gellner, Barth, Anderson, etc.); the works and positions
of E. Soya, G. Derek, J. Appadurai are presented in terms of place
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and space concepts; the specifics of study of the issue by the
Georgian researchers and the main viewpoints regarding the
origin of the deported Meskhetians, the nature of their identity
and deportation / repatriation (A. Jokhadze, M. Beridze,
Lomsadze, Janiashvili, Sh. Putkaradze, V. Modebadze and others)
are presented; Relevant considerations for determining the
function and significance of the factor of memory (historical,
collective, individual) in the process of identity formation are
analyzed based on the works of I. Lotman, M. Foucault, R.
Eyerman, A. Assmann, T. Halbwachs, B. Schwartz, ]. Wang, L.
Malkki; the theories on the significance of the role of woman /
mother in the formation / maintenance of identity are discussed
in the context of feminist theories; the views of Trin Min-ha,
Racoppi, L. & O’Sullivan are presented.

However, special attention is paid to the scientific work of Nira
Yvas-Davis and Floya Anthias which presents the most obvious
ways of women’s participation in the ethnic processes. The field
material related to this issue was analyzed considering the

mentioned ways.

Chapter II — The History of the Deported
Meskhetians

The history of the deported Meskhetians is presented in specific
subsections and includes: a brief overview of the history of the
region and its population from the VI century to the period of the
deportation of the Meskhetians as well as the deportation process
and its consequences; the Fergana tragedy and its causes are
discussed, eyewitness accounts of these events are included, and
statistics on the tragedy are presented; the country's obligations
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regarding the repatriation of the deported population to Georgia,
the state of their implementation and the problems related to the
repatriation process, mixed attitude of the Georgian society
towards the repatriation of the deported Meskhetians are
discussed in the separate subchapter.

A separate subchapter is devoted to the legal status of the
deported population. The same chapter presents the narratives
related to the ethnic origins of the deported Meskhetians, in
particular, their historical memory, perception and interpretation
of history, which is analyzed from the perspective of a
postmodernist view of history. The compliance of the mentioned
phenomena with the Lotman’s view on the so-called unrealized /

rejected sociopolitical models is identified.

Chapter III — The Sense of Belonging to a
Geographical Area as One of the Important
Factors in the Formation / Preservation of
Ethnic Identity

Several specific hypotheses focused on the analysis of the material
obtained from the field research, are formulated in the chapter;
the results of the research show that for the deported
Meskhetians, living in the territory of Samtskhe-Javakheti, the
sense of belonging to the geographical area is one of the
important factors in the process of formation and preservation of
ethnic identity; their attitude towards the historical homeland is
placed within the framework of theories of place and space and is
explained by Irwin Altman's concept of attachment to place; In
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the case of the deported Meskhetians, according to real or
imaginary memory, the space / place is variable and can be

categorized.

There are certain markers defining the sense of belonging to a
geographical area, namely: specific emotions related to Samtskhe-
Javakheti, imagination, memory, origins.

One of the important issues discussed in this chapter is theories
related to memory practices, especially the role and importance
of the shared trauma in terms of maintaining / activating identity.
Field material analysis confirmed that resuscitation of the shared
trauma may be one of the mechanisms of identity activation.

Chapter IV - The Role of a Woman / Mother
in the Process of Forming an Ethnic Identity

The hypothesis of this chapter, which is supported by the
reasoning, is aimed at presenting the role of a woman / mother in
the process of establishing, maintaining or changing ethnicity.
According to the specifics of the research issue, the focus is
mainly on the modern feminist doctrine of nationalism; The
material obtained from the field research is analyzed based on the
theory of Nira Juval Davis and Floya Antias, which distinguishes
5 ways of women's participation in ethnic / national processes.
The data obtained by the survey of the deported Meskhetians
evidenced the importance of women / mothers in the process of
maintaining or changing their identity according to the three
markers: reproduction of boundaries between ethnic / national
groups, cultural transmission and participation in the
reproduction of the central ideology of the group, transformation
and reproduction of ethnic / national categories.
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Chapter V - The Role of Social and Cultural
Boundaries in the Formation / Preservation of
the Ethnic Identity of the Deported
Meskhetians (the Example of Southern
Georgia)

To determine the existence of social and / or cultural boundaries
and their basis, field surveys were conducted in the deported
Meskhetians and locals living in their area of southern Georgia.
During the survey 30 interviews of the deported Meskhetians as
well as the locals living in Akhaltsikhe, Abastumani, Mugareti,
Kldi, Ude and Arli were recorded; the interviews were
categorized.

The survey Research has shown that the knowledge about the
ethnicity of a particular ancestor molds the basis fro social
boundaries at the intra-group level, although the tragedy and the
trauma endured lead to a greater sense of solidarity.
Consequently, group membership is more important to them
than ethnicity. The attitudes of the local population are mixed,
based primarily on the history of the local population's
connection to the area: (whether they are indigenous) whether
they have a historical memory and / or narrative related to it. The
factors determining social and / or cultural boundaries are also
correlated with it.

Conclusion
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The analysis and reconciliation of the obtained data with the
relevant theoretical viewpoints confirmed the validity of the
main hypotheses formulated in the research. In particular, the
obtained field material ("life stories" of the deported Meskhetians)
shows that the history of the group, its historical memory is one
of the important factors in terms of the process of formation,
preservation, protection or change of ethnic identity.

The historical memory of the deported population is largely
confined to the deportation act, which serves as a unifier between
group members, although it is associated with different categories
of emotion, confirming Wang's view that not all members of the
group need to be traumatized or suffered. The cause of social
trauma, at some point in time, will be widely shared by group
members (Zhang Wang, 2018, pp. 57-73).

It has been proven that the historical narrative adopted and
accepted by the deported Meskhetians plays an important role in
the process of identity preservation, and the history interpreted
by them is decisive in the perception of the ethnicity of
themselves or members of a group. Although the history of the
deported Meskhetians has been interpreted in many ways by
both the scientific community and members of the group, there
are still components / events in these historical narratives that act
as a unifier for the deported Meskhetians. At this group level, the
family's position on the issue of ethnicity plays a weak but still
somewhat borderline role, although common historical memory,
trauma, religion, and language are stronger unifying factors;
Consequently, group membership is more important for them
than ethnicity; one of the mechanisms for maintaining a group
identity is a kind of separation from the rest of the population
and the existence of certain social and cultural boundaries with
them.
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The function of such boundaries is mostly performed by religion
and the tradition of marriage. The lack of a table, wine-drinking
and toast tradition considered by them to be of Georgian
character and, consequently, considered by them to be an
important component of the Georgian culture, creates a peculiar
cultural boundary between the ethnic Georgian locals and the
deported Meskhetians.

The role of a woman / mother is one of the important factors in
the process of identity formation in the deported Meskhetians
and is identified by the three main markers:

The first marker — a female performs the reproductive function
between ethnic groups, which is reinforced by the existing
marriage tradition in the deported Meskhetians and thus
reproduces not only the boundaries between ethnic groups, but
also the mother's ethnic position, often crucial to the identity of
family members.

The second marker - the woman as a transmitter of culture
participates in the reproduction of the central ideology of the
group. A significant part of the material obtained from the field
research confirms the importance of the identity of the woman /
mother / grandmother in the process of forming the ethnic
orientation of the children, which, in turn, forms the basis for the
formation of the central ideology of the team;

The third marker - its role in the transformation and
reproduction of ethnic / national categories is evidenced both by
the material that shows its influence in determining the identity
of family members and by the example of the family where the
change in ethnic identity was influenced by a woman / mother.
Negative events in the past may be a mechanism with a unifying
function in terms of group identity. This is confirmed, on the one
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hand, by the importance of the general trauma associated with
the deportation process in different generations of the deported
Meskhetians, which we consider in the context of the identifier
of a collective memory, as it evokes a collective sense of injustice
among group members and, on the other hand, by the tradition of
visiting the historical homeland evidenced in the deported
Meskhetians, which can be considered as one of the mechanisms
of reviving the trauma;

The attitude of the deported Meskhetians towards the historical
homeland is placed within the framework of theories of place and
space and can be explained on the basis of Altman's viewpoint on
the attachment to place. Individual markers (specific emotions
related to Samtskhe-Javakheti, imagination, memory, origins),
defining the sense of belonging to a geographical area, are
evidenced.

Imagination, memory and sentimental feelings towards the
origins, as well as towards the patriarchal house in general, or the
main factors forming the basis for a strong sense of belonging to a
geographical area, can be considered to be determined by this
feeling.

A sense of belonging to a geographical area, in turn, is one of the
most important factors in the process of forming and maintaining

an ethnic identity.
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