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Abstract

The study is dedicated to a complex analysis of the conceptual dominants
of political discourse in modern English and Georgian languages - an
analysis of the conceptual dominants of political discourse in modern
English and Georgian languages (“power”, “state”, “government”,

2 (13 2 (13 99 (13 9 Ge 9% C¢

“politics”, “politician”, “political leader”, “elections”, “war”, “peace”,
“ideology”, “regime”, “country”, “homeland”, “democracy”) has been
carried out. The factors that determine the universality and uniqueness of
perceptions of the conceptual dominants in political discourse have been
identified. The mentioned factors determine the formation of the
meanings of political language, the representation of ideological

positions, and the construction of public opinion.

The analyzed conceptual dominants represent the objectivating units of
political activity, political subjects, political systems and forms of

statehood, political orientations, and political values.



Conceptual dominants are variable in time and space. It is in their
variability that the dynamism of the axiological field of politics is
revealed. Transformations shed light on how political values and
priorities can adapt to changing realities, as well as the changing needs
and expectations of society. It is precisely under the influence of these

transformations that political discourse develops.

In the work, political discourse is understood as a multidimensional
semiotic system, in which language appears not only as a means of
communication but also as a tool that actively participates in the structure
of power, the formation of social identity, and the interpretive modeling

of reality.

The theoretical basis of the research is based on the interdisciplinary
paradigm of contemporary discourse analysis, which focuses on
identifying how power and ideology are reproduced in linguistic
structures. In parallel, the research uses approaches from political
linguistics, within which political communication is considered as a
cognitively organized and structured discourse. Within this theoretical
framework, the analysis of conceptual dominants, based on the principles

of cognitive linguistics, gains particular importance.

The methodological basis for the study of conceptual dominants is linked
to the theory of semantic frames, which ensures the possibility of
discussing political meanings in the context of cognitive structures.

Knowledge, experience, and ideological interpretations are organized



through these cognitive structures. Based on this approach, conceptual
dominants are defined as central semantic nodes of political discourse

that determine the directions of meaning generation and interpretation.

The cores of political discourses in modern English and Georgian, in
other words, conceptual dominants that acquire different semantic,
pragmatic, and ideological meanings in different cultural and linguistic

spaces, have been analysed in the paper.

The results of the study reveal that the similarities in the repertoire of
conceptual dominants in political discourses in both modern English and
Georgian are often based on universal cognitive models, which indicate

a general structural similarity in human thinking.

However, alongside this universality, culturally and historically
determined differences are clearly evident: English political discourse is
dominated by institutional, legal, and liberal dimensions that consider
political processes within the framework of formal structures and
democratic institutions, while Georgian political discourse is dominated
by the conceptualization of national identity, historical experience, and
collective memory, which gives political meanings an emotional and

cultural connotation.

One of the most important directions of research is to reveal the systemic
function of political metaphors in the formation of conceptual dominants.

Metaphorical models represent the type of cognitive mechanisms that



ensure the interpretation of political reality and the stability of

ideological meanings.

Despite the fact that political metaphors function in the political
discourse of both languages, the difference in their intensity and

contextual use is obvious.

A comparative analysis of political discourses in modern English and
Georgian reveals both universal cognitive structures and culturally

determined interpretive models.

The study reveals that the conceptual dominant of political discourse is a
complex and multidimensional phenomenon that combines linguistic,
cognitive, ideological, and cultural aspects. The analysis of conceptual
dominants allows us to identify the mechanisms through which political

reality is constructed and public opinion is formed.
Introduction

The growth of modern society’s interest in politics has drawn researchers'
interest in political discourse, in particular, in the specificity of the
linguistic reflection of conceptual dominants and constant values

relevant to the political world.

Politics, as a sphere of human activity, is discursive in nature, since most
political actions are of a discursive nature. Pluralism, which is one of the
most important markers of modern political life, “provides” political

discourse with ideas and values. Discourse “provides” these ideas and



values to the consciousness of society and establishes them in the
linguistic worldview of language speakers. It is no coincidence that
modern political science considers language not merely a means of
reflecting political reality but an important component of the political

field.

The purpose of political discourse is to form certain orientations and
intentions in the addressee, as well as to provoke certain reactions, which

in turn shape the addressee’s worldview.

Political discourse combines legal, media, scientific, religious,
advertising, and artistic discourse. That is why it is quite difficult to mark
its boundaries. The goal of political discourse is not to tell a story, but to
activate the actions of voters and listeners and to convince people. The
essence of political discourse can be accessed through the analysis of the
essence and specificity of conceptual dominants relevant to political

events.

In modern humanities, the study of political discourse has emerged as
one of the most dynamic, multifaceted, and interdisciplinary areas,
representing a synthesis of linguistic, sociological, political, and

cognitive studies.

The relevance of the study of political discourse is due to the fundamental

changes that are evident in the functioning of politics in modern society.



Today, politics is no longer considered solely as an institutional-legal
system - politics is increasingly realized through linguistic
communication; therefore, language has become not only a means of
expressing politics, but also the main mechanism for its construction,

interpretation, and legitimation.

The processes taking place in modern societies, in particular,
globalization, the expansion of digital communication, and the rapid
development of the media space, have fundamentally changed the nature
of political communication. Under these conditions, the language of
politics has acquired the status of one of the most effective instruments
of influencing the audience. The language of politics is not only a
descriptor of reality, but also a creator of reality, shaping public opinion

and determining ideological orientations.
Relevance of the topic

The study of political discourse allows us to reveal how political
meanings are created, structured, and accumulated in modern society. It
is in this context that the study of political discourse is becoming

particularly relevant today.

In this context, the analysis of conceptual dominants is of particular
importance. These are the basic semantic and cognitive units that

determine the content-based dimensions of political discourse.



Conceptual dominants represent the core ideas and categories around
which the content of a political text is organized. They not only reflect
political reality but also actively participate in its construction and

interpretation.

Conceptual dominants create axiological frameworks and determine the
specificity of political processes in society. In this regard, the analysis of
conceptual dominants is the most important tool for revealing how
political ideology is created and functions in different linguistic and

cultural spaces.

The relevance of the topic is further enhanced by the culturally
conditioned nature of political discourse. In different linguistic and social
spaces, the same concepts acquire different content. This difference is
determined by the peculiarities of historical experience, the development
of political institutions, social structures, and ideological traditions.
Accordingly, a comparative analysis of English and Georgian political
discourses allows us to identify both universal cognitive models of
human thought and interpretative structures marked by the specificity of

historical, cultural, and social experience of particular societies.
Research Objectives

The research objective is to identify, describe, and analyze the conceptual
dominants of contemporary English and Georgian political discourses,
taking into account their cognitive, semantic, and ideological

characteristics.



Beyond the set goal, there is a need to reveal how political meanings in
the language system are formed, how these meanings are organized into
conceptual structures, how conceptual structures in various cultural,
historical, and social contexts are obectivated. Beyond the set goal, there
is also a need to determine how the processes through which language
participates in the representation of political ideologies and the formation

of public opinion.

The goal was achieved by integrating the theoretical and methodological
frameworks of cognitive linguistics, critical discourse analysis, and
contrastive linguistics. Only this type of integrated model provided the
opportunity to identify both the linguistic and cognitive and ideological

dimensions of English and Georgian political discourses.

The logical flow of the research, as well as the objectivity and
completeness of the research results, was ensured by the implementation

of such key tasks as:

Understanding the theoretical foundations of political discourse through

the analysis of existing specialized literature;
Defining the essence of the concept of “conceptual dominant”;

Identifying the main conceptual dominants of political discourses in

modern English and Georgian;

Comparative analysis of conceptual dominants evidenced in political

discourses of modern English and Georgian languages through the



identification of both integral (universal) and differential (unique)

cognitive models;

Determination of the function of metaphors and idioms in the

construction of political meanings;

Assessment of the ideological load of conceptual dominants and their

influence on the formation of public opinion;

Description of political discourses in modern English and Georgian by

specifying their linguistic, cognitive, and ideological parameters.

A set of research questions defined the main directions of the study,
created a basis for further analysis, ensured the identification of essential
factors and the search for answers relevant to the research objectives.

These questions are as follows:

How is the concept of conceptual dominant defined in the context of

political discourse analysis?

What are the ideological mechanisms conceptual dominants in political

discourse based on?

What are the main conceptual dominants that emerge in contemporary

English political discourse?

What are the main conceptual dominants that characterize contemporary

Georgian political discourse?



What similarities and differences can be observed between the
conceptual dominants identified in the political discourses of modern

English and Georgian?

What role does political metaphor play in the formation of conceptual

meanings?

How does the cultural and historical context affect the conceptual

structures of the political discourses of modern English and Georgian?
Research Methodology

The research is based on interdisciplinarity, integrating the theoretical
and analytical approaches of cognitive linguistics, critical discourse
analysis, and contrastive linguistics. This methodological choice is
conditioned by the complex nature of political discourse, which
simultaneously encompasses linguistic, cognitive, social, and ideological

dimensions.

The study employs various analytical tools, the combination of which
ensures an adequate analysis of political discourse. First, a descriptive
method is applied, through which the main characteristics of political
discourse are identified. This stage serves as the basis for further

cognitive and ideological analysis.

The method of cognitive analysis focuses on revealing the conceptual

dominants of political discourse and reconstructing their mental models.



Critical discourse analysis allows for the identification of ideological
content, power structures, and social influence. In the context of critical
discourse analysis, the phenomenon under study is understood as a social

practice that actively participates in the construction of reality.

The analysis of the results of the free association experiment, in
particular, the repertoire of reactions of English and Georgian informants
to the word-stimulus, provides the opportunity to determine the layers of
modern political reality, trends, and social values, as well as the role of
this or that phenomenon in modern English and Georgian-speaking

spaces.

The study of the cognitive signs of the conceptual dominants of modern
English and Georgian languages, through a combination of quantitative
and qualitative methods, reflects an adequate understanding of the

peculiarities of the dynamics of public consciousness.

Comparative analysis is focused on the analogization and differentiation
of the conceptual systems of political discourses in modern English and
Georgian. In this ways, it is possible to identify both universal cognitive
models and culturally specific structures that determine the formation of
the content dimensions of political discourse in different linguistic
spaces. The corpus-based analysis applied in the study ensures the
systematic processing of empirical material and the identification of
recurring conceptual models. This approach increases the objectivity and

reliability of the research.



The empirical basis of the research is a diverse range of materials. It is
precisely this diversity of materials that ensures a full-fledged analysis of
the various forms and functions of political language.

The analysis procedure comprises several sequential stages:

In the first stage, a corpus creating the empirical basis for the research
was compiled;

In the second stage, conceptual units - conceptual dominants - were

identified;

In the third stage, metaphorical models were described, and as a result,

the cognitive organization of political meanings was revealed;

In the fourth stage, a comparative analysis of political discourses in
modern English and Georgian, as well as an interpretation of the results

obtained at both the cognitive and ideological levels, was carried out.

The reliability of the research is ensured by the diversity of the material
and methodological triangulation, which integrates cognitive, critical,
and comparative analysis, as well as qualitative and quantitative research.
This type of approach reduces the risk of subjectivity and increases the
objectivity of the results obtained. The validity of the data is based on the
consistent use of the theoretical framework and the internal consistency

of the results obtained.

Thus, the methodology employed ensures a multi-level, integrated and

systematic analysis of political discourse.



Hypotheses

The hypotheses formulated within the framework of the study are as

follows:
It is conceivable that:

There are universal conceptual dominants in contemporary English and
Georgian political discourses that are based on common cognitive

models;

The linguistic realization of conceptual dominants differs significantly in
English and Georgian political discourses due to the influence of cultural,

historical, and ideological factors;

Political metaphors are the main mechanism for the formation and

representation of conceptual dominants in both languages;

Institutional and liberal conceptual frameworks dominate English
political discourse, while semantic frames constructed on the basis of
national identity and historical experience are stronger in Georgian

political discourse;

The conceptual dominants of political discourse actively participate in
the formation of ideological meanings and the construction of public

opinion;



The differences between the political discourses of modern English and
Georgian are more evident not at the thematic level, but at the level of

organization and interpretation of conceptual structures.
Scientific novelty

The scientific novelty of the research is determined by the
interdisciplinary context of the analysis of the conceptual dominants of
political discourse in modern English and Georgian languages - the
research offers, for the first time, a unified, integrated methodological
model of cognitive linguistics, critical discourse analysis, and contrastive
linguistics, as well as qualitative and quantitative research. This synthesis
creates a new theoretical-analytical framework, in other words, a
viewpoint on the political discourse, according to which the phenomenon
under study is considered not as an isolated linguistic phenomenon, but

as a complex cognitive-social system.

One of the main scientific novelties of the study is the modeling of the
conceptual dominant as a central unit of organizing political discourse.
For the first time, this unit is considered a multidimensional structure that
integrates semantic, cognitive, ideological, and pragmatic components.
Thus, in the study, the conceptual dominant is considered not only as a
lexical or thematic unit, but also as a mental organizing principle that

determines the generation and interpretation of political meanings.

Another scientific novelty is the analogization and differentiation of the

conceptual dominants of political discourses in modern English and



Georgian. The study reveals deep cultural-cognitive models that
determine the specificity of the perception and interpretation of political
reality. This is the first time that an analysis of political discourse as a

culturally determined cognitive system is carried out.

Another novelty of the study is the integration of semantic frames in the
field of political discourse. The study revealed that political meaning is
not static - it is formed through dynamic, context-dependent, and
ideologically loaded frames that actively participate in the formation of

public opinion and the construction of political reality.

An important innovation is the integration of metaphorical models into
the system of conceptual dominants. The study combines the theories of
metaphor, frames, and concepts into a single cognitive model. This
synthesis allows us to consider the formation of political discourse
meanings as a unified systemic process, and not as a set of separate

linguistic phenomena.

Thus, the study creates a new integrative theoretical model for the
analysis of political discourse, which combines linguistic, cognitive,
ideological, and cultural dimensions and significantly expands the

methodology of modern discourse analysis.
Theoretical value

The theoretical value of the study is determined by its contribution to the

development of political discourse theory, cognitive linguistics, and



critical discourse analysis. The study enriches the existing theoretical
frameworks: political discourse is understood as a complex conceptual-

cognitive system, organized by conceptual dominants.

The study makes a significant contribution to clarifying the essence and
functions of the concept of conceptual dominant, as well as its integration
into the system of political discourse analysis. With this approach,
linguistic phenomena are considered for the first time simultaneously at

the semantic, cognitive, and ideological levels.

From the point of view of theoretical value, it is also of considerable
importance that the study connects critical discourse analysis and
semantic frame theory. The synthesis of these approaches creates a new
interdisciplinary theoretical platform, where political discourse is
understood as a unified system of power, knowledge, and cognitive
structures. The study also significantly enriches the conceptual apparatus
of cognitive linguistics by considering political metaphors, semantic
frames, and conceptual dominants as interconnected elements of a
unified system. This approach creates a complex model that is able to

explain how political reality is constructed in language.

Of particular theoretical importance is the comparative analysis of
English and Georgian political discourses, which reveals both universal
cognitive structures and culturally specific models. The data obtained as
a result of the analysis contribute to a better understanding of the

specifics of the relationship between language, thought, and culture.



Thus, the study creates the basis for the development of an integrated
theoretical model of political discourse, which may prove valid for future

research.
Practical value

The practical value of the research is determined by the validity of its
results for lecture courses on political communication, intercultural
communication, translation theory, media discourse, stylistics, and

contrastive linguistics.

The findings of the study can be used in all professional and public
spheres where language is the main tool of influence, communication,

and power.

The structure of the work comprises an introduction, chapters,

subchapters, conclusions, and bibliography.

The introduction substantiates the relevance and scientific novelty of the
research topic, defines the purpose of the research, the tasks and stages
necessary to achieve the goal, the research methodology, and the

theoretical and practical value of the work.

In the first chapter - Political Linguistics and the Linguistic Worlview of
the Political World - the essence of political linguistics, the specificity of
its conceptual apparatus and terminology are discussed; the peculiarities
of the relationship of political linguistics with other linguistic directions,

in particular, with sociolinguistics, functional stylistics, classical and



modern rhetoric, cognitive linguistics and text linguistics are defined; the
features of the linguistic worldview of the political world, as well as the

role of values in political linguistics are determined.

Chapter two - Systems, Fields and Spaces - is devoted to revealing the
specificity of the systemic organization of the corpus of concepts, as well
as identifying the main types of conceptual systems; the conceptual field
is understood as a higher-order system, a systematically ordered set of
concepts, a discrete structured unit with subsystems, a heterogeneous
phenomenon in which the entire palette of mental units is organized

according to the principles of structure, connection and hierarchy.

In the third chapter - Political Discourse and Cognitive Linguistics - the
features of the synthesis of political discourse and cognitive linguistics
are presented; the specificity of the relationship between the
conceptualology of discourse and the discursology of the concept is
discussed; the discursively relevant types of concepts and the conceptual
spaces of discourse are defined; the discursive configurations of concepts
determined by the communicative environment are identified; the
features of the interlinguistic description of concepts and the value of this
type of description in terms of the participation of conceptual structures
in the formation of knowledge, as well as in terms of revealing the
features of ethnic mentality and national consciousness are analysed;
methodological criteria that allow for verification of the relevance of
identified discourse-generating concepts, conceptual models, and

cognitive stereotypes are presented.



In the fourth chapter - Axiologemes and Ideologemes - the content and
characteristics of the concepts “institutional political discourse”,
“ideologeme”, “axiologeme” are analysed; when discussing axiologemes
and ideologemes, the linguo-cultural approach is emphasized, within the
framework of which axiologemes and ideologemes are understood as

linguistic representants of axiological meanings and value categories

objectivated in the linguistic system.

In the chapter five - Concepts, Dominants and Constants in Modern
English and Georgian Political Discourses - the analysis of the
structuring features of the concepts “government - society” and “society
- people” in modern English and Georgian political discourses is carried
out by identifying cognitive signs; the essence of the constant as an

integral part of national culture and the conceptual sphere is defined.

Chapter six - Ideologemes and Axiologemes in Political Discourses of
Modern English and Georgian Languages - is devoted to the analysis of
ideologemes and axiologemes reflecting universal human values;
ideologemes and axiologemes forming the worldview of the political
reality in political discourses of modern English and Georgian languages
are discussed; the variability of the semantics of the lexical units

objectivating the ideologemes “government”, “society” and “tolerance”

1s discussed.

Chapter seven - Comparative Analysis of Political Discourses in Modern

English and Georgian Languages - focuses on revealing the features of



political reality conceptualized by metaphorical models in political
discourses in modern English and Georgian languages; the metaphors
and idioms related to the conceptual dominants of political discourses in
modern English and Georgian languages “power”, “state”,
“government”, “politics”, “politician”, “political leader”, “elections”,
“war”, “peace”, “ideology”, “regime”, ‘“country”, ‘“homeland”,
“democracy” are analysed; an analysis of the factors determining the
universality and uniqueness of the perception of the conceptual
dominants of political discourse is carried out; the essence of the
ambivalence of the concept and the transformation of the axiological

content of the concept are discussed; the factors determining the

dynamism of the political axiological field are identified.
Conclusion

Political discourse is a complex, multidimensional semantic-cognitive
system in which the formation of meanings is determined by the
interaction of social, cultural, historical, and ideological factors. In this
system, political language appears as a constructive tool of political
reality, determining not only how we talk about politics, but also how we

perceive political reality itself.

Given this, the analysis of political discourse cannot be limited to the
textual level alone - it requires taking into account cultural and cognitive

factors. This is especially important in modern humanities, where interest



in the interrelationships between language, thought, and ideology is

growing.

The study of conceptual dominants (units objectivating political activity,
political subjects, political systems and forms of statehood, political
orientations, and political values) in contemporary English and Georgian
political discourses was carried out applying an interdisciplinary
methodology that combined the theoretical approaches of cognitive
linguistics, critical discourse analysis, and contrastive linguistics. It was
this type of methodology that ensured not only the description of political
discourse, but also the disclosure of its deep cognitive and ideological

mechanisms.
The study revealed that:

Conceptual dominants form the main cognitive frameworks through

which political reality is interpreted and evaluated,

The conceptual dominant is not just a lexical unit - it appears as a
fundamental analytical unit that combines linguistic, cognitive and

ideological aspects;

The conceptual dominant functions as a complex node that combines

historical experience, ideological content and cultural memory;

The content of conceptual dominants varies significantly in different
linguistic and cultural contexts, in other words, conceptual dominants are

variable in time and space. It is in their variability that the dynamism of



the axiological field of politics is revealed. The dynamics of the
axiological field of politics reveal how political values and priorities
adapt to changing realities and how they fit into the changing needs and

expectations of society;

Semantic frames actively participate in the structuring of political
meanings - the construction of semantic frames makes it possible to
discuss political meanings in the context of cognitive structures through
which knowledge, experience, and ideological interpretations are

organized,

In the work, conceptual dominants within the semantic frame are
understood as central semantic nodes of political discourse, that

determine the directions of meaning generation and interpretation;

The ideological component is very important in the process of structuring
political meanings, since the actualization of frames is directly related to

structures of power and influence;

The political discourses of modern English and Georgian are based on
general cognitive models that are common to human thought and
determine the general structures of perception of political reality. This
indicates the existence of certain universal mechanisms that determine

the basic principles of the formation of political meanings;

The difference between the political discourses of modern English and

Georgian is due to the specificity of the historical development of a



particular society: in the political discourse of modern English,
institutional, legal, and liberal conceptual frameworks are more
pronounced, while in the political discourse of modern Georgian, the
contexts of historical experience, national identity, and state

transformation are emphasized.

The study significantly expands the existing boundaries of political
discourse analysis - conceptual dominant is considered for the first time
as an integrated cognitive-semantic structure that combines linguistic,
conceptual, and ideological dimensions. The existing synthesis
strengthens the connection between cognitive linguistics and critical
discourse analysis, which allows us to consider political discourse as a

unified, dynamic, and multilevel system.

In summary, the analysis of the research results confirmed the validity of
the hypotheses formulated at the initial stage of the research, in
particular, the following were confirmed:

The existence of universal conceptual dominants with common cognitive
models in the political discourses of modern English and Georgian
languages;

The influence of cultural, historical and ideological factors on the
specificity of the linguistic realization of conceptual dominants in the
political discourses of modern English and Georgian languages;

The importance of the role of political metaphors in the formation and

representation of conceptual dominants;



The dominance of institutional and liberal conceptual frames in the
political discourse of the modern English language, and of frames
constructed on the basis of national identity and historical experience in
the political discourse of the modern Georgian language;

The active participation of conceptual dominants of political discourse in
the formation of ideological meanings and the construction of public
opinion;

The existence of sharper differences between the political discourses of
the modern English and Georgian languages, not at the thematic level,
but at the level of organization and interpretation of conceptual

structures.
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