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Abstract

Language is much more than a means of communication. The lingual world is the space

where society learns, shapes, and transforms itself.

Gender markers occurring in the lingual space are not just grammatical or lexical
elements - gender markers appear as the forces that constantly participate in the

formation of collective perceptions, values, and social roles.

Gender differences occurring in the linguistic phenomenon are not accidental - they
have deep social roots. Gender differences appear as fundamental facts of social life
and differences between people. The above-mentioned facts evidence that the
phenomenon of linguistic differences has a long historical origin. The status, roles,

responsibilities, and rights of men and women differ across spaces and times.

That is why the study of gender markers in the configuration of the concept is so
important. This importance is especially evident when the study of gender markers in
the configuration of the concept is carried out based on the examples of specific

societies.

The ideological transformations taking place in modern societies make this connection
even more visible. Every new idea, every change in the value system, gradually
penetrates the fabric of the concept and changes its structure. Thus, new frames, new
“reflections” from which people perceive the world appear. Linguistic practice not only
responds to social changes but also contributes to the formation of new conceptual

frames.

Observation of modern societies reveals that gender markers function as a kind of
mediator between language and social reality. They not only reflect existing social

structures, but also actively participate in their transformation.

The cultural norms and historically established roles in society influence the
configuration of the concept. Cultural norms and historically established roles create a

kind of framework within which concepts are formed and function. But these



23

frameworks are not static - they change, break down, or are re-formed over time. It is
against the background of these changes that gender markers simultaneously reflect

existing structures and even participate in their transformation.

Understanding this dynamic involves determining the specificity of the interaction
between language and society through gender marking, as well as identifying how this
interaction affects the configuration of concepts in different cultural and linguistic

spaces.

Observation of contemporary societies demonstrates this dynamic particularly clearly.
Gender markers are no longer just descriptive tools - they appear as active mechanisms
that establish new social realities. They not only describe what exists, but also create
what is still in the process of being formed. Thus, language becomes a space where

social change takes shape.

In recent decades, trends towards gender inclusiveness have been clearly observed in
modern societies. Concepts that were previously often associated with a specific gender
are gradually acquiring a neutral meaning. The same thing happens in the case of social
roles: social roles that were previously often associated with a specific gender are

gradually acquiring an inclusive meaning.

The result of such processes is a reduction in gender asymmetry, which indicates the

formation of hybrid conceptual models combining different cultural norms.

The process of forming hybrid conceptual models indicates the ongoing process of
conceptual change in modern societies. In this process, traditional gender frameworks
do not completely disappear - they change, adapt, and fit into new realities, in other

words, in this process, there is a modification of traditional gender frameworks.

The process of forming hybrid conceptual models is particularly intense in globalized
societies, where different linguistic and conceptual models coexist and influence each
other. The result of this interaction in globalized societies is the reduction of gender

asymmetry and the formation of inclusive cultural and linguistic spaces.
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Introduction

Since the beginning of the 21st century, the issue of gender has become one of the
central directions in both the social sciences and the humanities. In the context of
globalization, digital communication, and the increasing intensity of intercultural
relations, it is of particular importance to realize how gender identities are reflected in
language and how language participates in the construction and transformation of these

identities.

In this context, the study of gender markers goes beyond the framework of linguistic
research and becomes an interdisciplinary research issue that synthesizes

sociolinguistics, cognitive linguistics, contrastive studies, and gender studies.

In the form of gender studies, along with the accumulation of new scientific knowledge,
there has emerged a need to study the gender worldview, or more precisely, the need to
specify the exploratory, evaluative, integrative, and adaptive functions of the gender

worldview.

Gender studies are focused on identifying those socio-cultural characteristics that are

represented in language and attributed to men and women.

The research vector is aimed at establishing a taxonomy of the most relevant linguistic
units for gender linguistics, identifying stereotypical representations of males and
females, determining the features of the objectivation of the gender category in

language, and understanding the features of gender asymmetry.

In modern societies, the process of forming a gender-inclusive linguistic and social
environment is actively underway. This process involves the establishment of gender-
neutral forms, the revaluation of traditional lexical units, and the development of new
discursive strategies. This indicates that language not only responds to social changes
but also represents a driving force for these changes. Accordingly, it is relevant to study

how these processes affect the content-based dimension and configuration of concepts.
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The study of the specificity of content-based dimension and configuration of concepts
through analogization and differentiation is particularly relevant in the contemporary
English- and Georgian-language environments. Analogization and differentiation

provide the opportunity to identify both universal and culturally specific trends.

The research aims to determine the influence of gender markers on the configuration of

concepts in contemporary English- and Georgian-speaking societies, which involves:

Revealing the role of gender markers in the formation, interpretation, and

transformation of conceptual structures in various socio-cultural contexts;

Identifying the features of the organization of concepts associated with social roles,

identities, and cultural stereotypes;

Defining the cognitive and discursive mechanisms through which gender markers

influence thinking and the construction of meaning;

Revealing the specificity of the interaction between language and social reality in the
process of gender marking, as well as determining the role of the interaction between

language and social reality in the dynamic change of concepts.

Ultimately, the goal of the research is to develop the type of integrated theoretical-
methodological framework that provides a comprehensive understanding of the

interrelationships between language, gender, and cognition.

The research objectives and stages logically follow from the main goal of the work and
are oriented towards the study of the conceptual function of gender markers in modern

English- and Georgian-language spaces.
The implementation of the set goal required answering the following research questions:

How do gender markers participate in the process of forming the configuration of

concepts in modern English- and Georgian-language spaces?

What similarities and differences are evident in the use and functioning of gender

markers in modern English- and Georgian-language spaces at the conceptual level?
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How do gender markers change or reinforce the semantic and cultural interpretation of

specific concepts?

How do gender markers change, and what impact does this have on the formation of

concepts?
How do gender markers affect the activation of mental schemas?

What role does social and cultural context play in the conceptual functioning of gender

markers in contemporary English- and Georgian-language spaces?

How do contemporary social trends affect the configuration of concepts in

contemporary English- and Georgian-language spaces?

Research questions formulated in this way ensure structural coherence of the research
and create a solid foundation for the analysis of gender markers in both cross-linguistic

and conceptual terms.
The research objectives are:

Formation of an appropriate theoretical base - critical analysis of the existing scientific
literature on gender, gender marking, concept, and conceptual configuration, which

ensures the formation of the conceptual framework of the research;

Collection of empirical material and formation of a corpus, which ensures the diversity

and reliability of the data;

Analysis of the influence of gender markers on the configuration of concepts,
determination of how gender markers participate in the formation of the content

dimensions of concepts;

Identification of similarities and differences of concepts in modern English- and

Georgian-language spaces through analogizing and contrasting their structures;

Interpretation, generalization of the obtained results, and formulation of appropriate

theoretical conclusions, which ensure the full realization of the research goal.
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The stages of the research comprise:
Development of the research design and analysis of special literature;

Collection of empirical material and formation of the corpus, as well as preliminary data

processing;
Identification of gender markers, classification, and conceptual analysis based on them,;

Analysis of English- and Georgian-language material, which ensures an in-depth

understanding of the results;

Interpretation of the results, verification of hypotheses, formulation of main

conclusions.

Research tasks and stages create a clear and logically organized framework that ensures

an in-depth understanding of the topic.

The research material is obtained from dictionaries, various types of discourses,

interviews with respondents, and a free associative experiment.
The following propositions are fundamental to the research:

Language is not only a descriptor of reality, but also an active cognitive-social

mechanism that participates in the formation of meanings, categories, and concepts;
Gender markers determine the content-based dimension and structure of a concept;

Concepts are not universally stable and culturally neutral entities - they are formed in a
specific linguistic and social environment and are constantly subject to reconfiguration

under the influence of discursive practices;
Gender markers modulate the content-based dimensions of concepts;

The analysis of gender marking requires an integrated approach that takes into account

the synthesis of both linguistic and extralinguistic contexts;
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The differences in the English- and Georgian-language spaces determine the existence

of different models of the functioning of gender markers;
Discourse is the space where gender markers actualize concepts;

The influence of gender markers is evidenced not only at the linguistic level, but also at
the cognitive level, since gender markers activate the corresponding mental schemes

and thus participate in the processes of perception and interpretation of reality;

These fundamental provisions provide the theoretical basis for the research and
determine the conceptual framework within which the analysis of the role of gender
markers in the process of formation and transformation of the configuration of concepts

in modern English- and Georgian-language spaces is carried out.

The hypotheses formulated within the framework of this study are based on the
theoretical premise that gender markers actively participate in the formation and
transformation of the configuration of concepts, and their functioning is determined by
both the peculiarities of the lingual space and the socio-cultural context of a particular

society.
The hypotheses are as follows:

It is conceivable that the growth of gender-neutral forms contributes to the formation of
concepts that are less associated with specific gender roles, which in turn reflects and

strengthens the processes of inclusion occurring in society;

It is expected that the gender asymmetries existing in the Georgian language space will
be manifested in those concepts that are associated with social roles, professional

identities and cultural stereotypes;

Presumably, analogizing and contrasting will reveal that the influence of gender
markers on concepts is not universal, but rather culture-determined - different
historical-cultural experiences and social norms determine the different configuration

of the same concept in English- and Georgian-language spaces;
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It is conceivable that gender markers influence not only linguistic expression, but also
mental representations - gender-marked entities activate the corresponding cognitive

schemes; the mentioned fact affects the interpretation and categorization of concepts.

The presented hypotheses create a logical framework for the research and determine the

main directions that can be verified through the analysis of empirical material.

In modern science, a variety of methodological principles of gender research is
observed. The source of this diversity is the difference in realizing the essence of

gender: some approaches are biodeterministic, while others are sociodeterministic.

The research methodology used in the work is based on an interdisciplinary approach
that combines the principles of sociolinguistics, cognitive linguistics, and discourse
analysis. This type of approach ensures the determination of the features of the
functioning of gender markers in the formation and transformation of the configuration

of concepts.

The need to wuse an interdisciplinary approach was determined by the
multidimensionality of the research phenomenon, in particular, the fact that gender

markers act simultaneously on both linguistic and social and cognitive levels.

The empirical base of the research is modern English- and Georgian-language material,
which includes both written and oral discourse. The data corpus was selected
purposively and includes media texts (online publications, social media posts), public
speeches, literary texts and samples of everyday communication. The selection criterion
is the presence of gender markers and their functional load in a specific context, which

ensures the focus of the research on relevant linguistic material.

One of the main tools of methodological analysis is discourse analysis, which is applied
to determine how gender ideologies and power relations are reflected in linguistic
practice. Discourse analysis allows us to determine how gender identities are
constructed in different types of discourse and how gender markers participate in the

formation and transformation of the configuration of concepts.
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Within the framework of cognitive linguistics, the method of conceptual analysis is
applied, aiming at reconstructing mental models formed through language. Conceptual
analysis allows us to identify the cognitive schemes that underlie the formation of

gender meanings.

Analogization and differentiation enable the identification of both similarities and
differences in terms of the use of gender markers and the peculiarities of their

conceptual function.

The research employs qualitative and quantitative research methods. The use of the
mentioned methods ensures the objectivity of the results obtained and the solidification

of qualitative research data with statistical data.

The qualitative and quantitative research on gender and cultural differences in the
research brings together representatives of various professions (nurse, doctor, dentist,
engineer, teacher, builder, IT specialist, financier, cook, police officer, politician,
entrepreneur, scientist, sports commentator, manager, designer, lawyer, architect,
journalist, musician, psychologist, director, photographer, diplomat, veterinarian,

economist) and reflects both statistical trends and individual viewpoints.

In summary, the methodological framework integrates qualitative and quantitative

research methods, which ensures the reliability of the study.

The theoretical value of the study is determined by the attempt to expand the existing
theoretical framework for the study of the relationship between language and gender

from the perspective of conceptual analysis.

By synthesizing sociolinguistic, cognitive, and discourse approaches, an integrated
model is created in which gender markers are viewed as active mechanisms
participating in the formation and transformation of the configuration of concepts; this
type of integrative approach fills the void often observed at the intersection of gender

studies and cognitive linguistics.
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The study will contribute to the theory of the concept, since gender marking is viewed

as one of the important factors of conceptual structures.

In the research, concepts are realized not as universally stable units, but as units that are
formed and transformed under the influence of cultural-linguistic practice; gender
markers in this process function as tools for categorization and specification of

meaning.

Analogization and differentiation allow us to reveal both universal and linguistically
and culturally specific regularities existing in the English- and Georgian-language

spaces. This approach represents a new vision for the analysis of gender asymmetries.

The work expands the scope of discourse analysis because the study of gender markers
in the context of the configuration of concepts allows us to realize the phenomenon of
discourse not only as a textual practice, but also as a cognitive-social space where the

configuration of concepts is formed and transformed.

In summary, the theoretical value of the study lies in a new type of interpretation of
gender marking, according to which gender marking is not a passive descriptor of social
reality, but an active force that participates in the construction of this reality and the

formation and transformation of conceptual systems.

This approach provides an interdisciplinary understanding of the relationship between

language, gender, and thought.
The scientific novelty of the research is determined by the following factors:

The paper discusses the issue of gender markers not only within the framework of
traditional linguistic or sociolinguistic frameworks, but also in the context of the

dynamic process of conceptual configuration;

The paper presents a new theoretical and analytical perspective, within which gender
markers are perceived as active tools for structuring concepts, and not only as their

formal indicators;
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An integrated methodological model has been developed in the study, which combines
approaches relevant to cognitive linguistics, discourse analysis, and sociolinguistics for
the analysis of gender marking; This synthesis allows us to overcome the fragmentation

that is often characteristic of research in this field;

The study uses the conceptual orientation of analogizing and contrasting English- and
Georgian-language spaces. Although there are separate studies on gender aspects in
both languages, their parallel study in the context of the configuration of concepts is
rare. The paper is the first attempt to demonstrate how the impact of gender markers on
concepts differs in conditions where the tendency towards gender neutralization is

stronger in one space than in the other;

In the research, gender markers are realized as cognitive activators that influence the
formation of mental schemes, stereotypes and categorization processes. With this
approach, the research addresses the issue of how linguistic structure affects thought

and how a gender-modulated conceptual reality is formed.

In short, the research accumulates knowledge in which language, gender and cognition

are realized in a single analytical framework.

The practical value of the research is determined by its validity for lecture courses in
translation theory and practice, cognitive linguistics, sociolinguistics, communicative
linguistics, linguoculturology, psycholinguistics, gender studies, and contrastive

linguistics.

The structure of the work includes an introduction, chapters, subsections, conclusions,

and bibliography.

The introduction substantiates the relevance and scientific novelty of the research topic;
the purpose of the research, the tasks and stages of the research necessary to achieve
the goal, the research methodology, and the theoretical and practical value of the work

are defined.
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In the first chapter - Gender in Linguistics and the Main Paradigms of Gender Studies -
discusses the essence of gender studies in linguistics, as well as the specifics of the
directions of modern gender linguistics (sociolinguistic gender research,
psycholinguistic gender research and linguocultural gender research) are discussed; the
problems of gender conceptualization, as well as those social and cultural factors
(society's attitude towards men and women; the specificity of gender-determined
behaviour; stereotypical ideas about the characteristics of women and men) that
conditioned transposition of the problematic of gender from the sphere of biology to the
sphere of social life and culture; The current scientific situation surrounding the
gendered image of the world, post-structuralist concepts of language and gender, as
well as the main paradigms of gender studies are reviewed (homology, according to
which gender is a socially mediated expression of a biological sex; analogy, according
to which gender is sex; the idea of heterogeneity regarding the difference between sex

and gender).

The second chapter - Socio-Cultural Tradition in Language and Gender Research - is
devoted to the analysis of the essence of gender in anthropology and ethnolinguistics,
as well as to the determination of the role of the hypothesis of linguistic relativity in
gender studies; the essence of the sociocultural conditioning of masculinity and
femininity in language is determined, as well as the parameters of assessing women and
men in English and Georgian societies; the essence of hypertrophic patriarchy and the

new concept of femininity is discussed.

The third chapter - Interpretation of a Literary Text in the “Gender Dimension” -
discusses the specificity of the expression and actualization of gender differences in a
literary text; a literary text is realized as an adequate way of conveying a national or
artistic worldview, in which the author appears as a separate linguistic person; the field
of the concept “Strength” in literary texts is structured into segments of “physical
strength”, “vital strength”, “mental strength” and ‘“social strength”; subjective-
metaphorical and anthropomorphic models of the objectivation of the concept

"Strength” in literary texts are identified.
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The fourth chapter - Cultural Memory, Moral Order, Social Hierarchies, Gender Ideals
and Their Transformation - focuses on the analysis of cultural memory, moral order and
social hierarchies accumulated in Georgian and English proverbs, as well as on the
identification of the peculiarities of English and Georgian respondents’ perception of
gender roles reflected in Georgian and English proverbs; the younger generation's ideas
about the ideal man and woman are revealed; the specificity of the transformation of
gender stereotypes and gender ideals in English- and Georgian-language spaces are

analysed.

Chapter five - Gender Stereotypes and Gender Ideals in English- and Georgian-
Language Spaces - is oriented towards identifying the content and functional features
of gender stereotypes; several groups of features are distinguished that form the content
of gender stereotypes: features related to occupation and activity; features related to
power and management positions; features characteristic of the cognitive sphere;
features of the emotional sphere; features related to the process of interpersonal
interaction; social roles of women and men; gender stereotypes in various professions

are defined by analogizing and contrasting modern English and Georgian societies.
Conclusion

Gender reflects the complex socio-cultural process of the formation (construction) of
male and female roles by society. “Gender”, as a social construct, is the result of a

theoretical understanding of this process.

The main aspect of an adequate interpretation of gender is its perception as a dynamic
construct. This dynamism is determined by the specificity of the cultural and political
events taking place in society. It is the latter that causes a change in ideology and a

reassessment of values.

The division of the world into “women” and “men” does not imply a “natural” division
of the world into “women” and “men”. This type of division is a historical dichotomy,

the purpose of which is to maintain the power of one group over another.
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The gender worldview is a model of reality that has a hierarchical structure. This

structure is created by ordered and interconnected elements.

The main characteristic of the gender worldview is its complexity, which is expressed

in the complexity of its structure.

The gender worldview is a type of system of coordinates that plays a regulatory role in

the assessment of the surrounding reality.

The gender worldview is an individual model of the world in space and time, which is

transformed into an individual system of coordinates through a general scheme (grid).

The gender worldview is constructed in the process of human cognitive activity, the
results of which are partly transmitted from generation to generation and partly formed

by the influence of the environment that shapes the personality.

A unified gender worldview is formed based on the gender typology of cultures. Two
gender cultures and two gender types - masculine and feminine - are of equal value in
terms of the formation of a unified gender world. Both types act as a certain
characteristic (stability, constancy and desire for change) and are manifested in the
gender worldview. Accordingly, two asymmetrical principles are embedded in the

gender worldview: activity and passivity, stability and change.

The unified gender worldview comprises both the universal feminine worldview and
the universal masculine worldview. A characteristic of both feminine and masculine
cultures is the existence of two interconnected, competing and mutually complementary

origins - the feminine and masculine origins.

The gender worldview is determined by national specificity. Each nation forms its own
gender worldview. The gender worldview of each nation is unique and inimitable. The
construction of the national gender worldview involves a linguistic person, which,
depending on biological sex, can be male or female. The cultural-linguistic person, like

culture, is the bearer of two origins - the feminine and masculine origins.



36

The feminine and masculine worldviews complement each other and act as variants of

the overall and national gender worldview.

One of the features of the gender worldview - its evolutionary nature - is the fact that
by the end of the 20th century, the possibility of a mutual exchange of social roles and

functions between the sexes became apparent.

The gender worldview is an ordered, internally interconnected construct, a set of

linguistic and cultural values, ideals, and positions.

The gender worldview carries multifunctional content: on the one hand, it is
distinguished by its diversity, complexity, integrity, historicity, and ability to develop,
and on the other hand, it objectivates the individual and national, verbal and non-verbal

experience of people.

The analysis of the features of the functioning of gender markers in the configuration
of concepts has shown that language is not only a neutral, stable, and descriptive
phenomenon of reality - language creates a dynamic space of the type where meanings,
identities, and social categories are constantly being re-formed. It is in this process that
gender markers acquire special significance - they simultaneously act as elements of

linguistic structure and as mechanisms for constructing cultural-social reality.

The results of the study revealed that the functioning of gender marking in modern

English- and Georgian-language spaces is not uniform and universal.

In the English-language space, a trend towards gender neutralization and the formation
of an inclusive language is clearly visible, reflecting broad social changes in the
direction of equality and recognition of diversity. In this process, concepts previously
associated with specific gender roles are gradually losing this exclusivity and becoming
more open entities that are subject to diverse interpretations. Concepts associated with
various professions and social statuses in the English-language space are increasingly
freed from traditional gender frameworks and are moving into a more universal
nominative field. In the case of Georgian society, the picture is more complex - it is

both traditional and transitional. In the Georgian-language space, gender asymmetries
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are often still evident in the social environment, discursive patterns, and cultural
representations, which affect the formation of the content-based dimensions and
structure of concepts. In Georgian society, the functioning of gender markers is

particularly evident in areas where traditional roles have been historically entrenched.

Analogizing and contrasting the English- and Georgian-language spaces revealed that
the influence of gender markers on concepts is realized in different ways, although in
both cases, gender markers play an important role in the organization of conceptual
systems. The difference lies in the intensity of changes occurring in the English- and
Georgian-language spaces: in the English-language space, this process is more intense

than in the Georgian-language space.

The study revealed that gender markers actively participate in the activation of mental
schemes and the process of conceptual categorization. Accordingly, gender markers

influence the perception of the world, interpretation, and organization of meanings.

Gender markers are a complex, multi-level mechanism that participates in determining

the configuration of concepts, in the formation of social reality and cultural meanings.

The functioning of gender markers in different languages and societies demonstrates
that language is a constantly changing, historically and culturally determined system

that not only describes, but also constructs reality.

In summary, the analysis of the research results confirmed the validity of the hypotheses

formulated at the initial stage of the study; in particular, it was confirmed that:

The growth of gender-neutral forms contributes to the formation of concepts less
associated with specific gender roles, which in turn reflects and strengthens the

processes of inclusion occurring in society;

Gender asymmetries existing in the Georgian-language space are reflected in the

concepts associated with social roles, professional identities, and cultural stereotypes;
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The influence of gender markers on concepts is not universal, but determined by
historical-cultural experience and social norms, which leads to differences in the

configurations of the same concept in English and Georgian-language spaces;

Gender markers influence mental representations - gender-marked entities activate
corresponding cognitive schemes; the mentioned fact affects the specificity of the

interpretation and categorization of concepts.
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