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Dissertation Overview

Relevance of the Research Topic

The process of establishing Christianity in the Kingdom of Kartli
is one of the most important issues in the history of Georgia. This
event transformed not only the religious environment, but
affected the foreign policy and determined the cultural-
civilizational choice.

The relevance of the subject is determined by the fact that,
despite a long research tradition, a number of fundamental
questions surrounding the period of the Christianization of Kartli
remain controversial to this day. The issue of the dynastic
belonging of Mirian and Rev is especially noteworthy: the
Chronicle of the Conversion of Kartli identifies Rev (Lev) as
Mirian’s father, while the Georgian Chronicles presents Mirian as
the first Sasanian prince and names the Persian Shah Ardashir as
his father — a discrepancy that has generated markedly divergent
interpretations among scholars.

The relevance of the research is further underscored by the
multiplicity of perspectives regarding the religious processes
taking place in the Kingdom of Kartli throughout the 3rd-5th
centuries. Although the study of the Christianization of the
Kingdom of Kartli and individual questions of the history of the
early (4th-5th centuries) Georgian Church, including interest in
the Christianization of Kartli, dates back to the Middle Ages,
intensive, source-based research commenced in the 19th century.
Since that time, various dimensions of the history of the Georgian
Church of this period have been examined by a number of
Georgian and foreign scholars; however, the extant studies have
not yet adequately reflected the early period of Georgian
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Christianity, and a number of fundamental questions remain
unresolved.

The sequence and chronology of both Nino's activities in the
Kingdom of Kartli and the bishops of the 4th-5th centuries
remain heavily disputed, since narrative sources frequently offer
conflicting and mutually exclusive accounts. Quite often, scholars
show bias by attaching greater importance to certain details of a
narrative source while neglecting others; or, they sometimes
attempt to reconstruct the chronology of events without an
argument. This has produced a wide range of proposed dates for
the conversion of Mirian, the missionary activities of Saint Nino,
and the succession of the early leaders of the Church of Kartli.

At the current stage, the issue of the Christianization of Kartli is
actively addressed by both Georgian and foreign scholars,
including Iranologists, Armenologists, and specialists in
Caucasian history. Among them, we should particularly mention
scholars who attempt to harmonize narrative texts with
epigraphic, archaeological, and numismatic materials, and thus
place the history of Kartli in the broader context of the world in
Late Antiquity. Against the background of these studies, there
arises the need to construct a unified picture — one that
synthesizes findings from various fields and illustrates the process
of the Christianization of Kartli not in a fragmentary, but in an
integrated context.

Thus, the relevance of the subject is determined both by the need
to resolve existing historiographical problems and by the need for
a novel, synthetic, source-based interpretation of the
Christianization of Kartli.

Research Aims and Objectives
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The primary aim of this dissertation is to provide a
comprehensive analysis of the preconditions, dissemination, and
institutionalization of Christianity within the Kingdom of Kartli
through the lens of both political and ideological-religious
history, in the context in which Kartli, during the 3rd-5th
centuries, found itself at the center of confrontations involving
various nomadic tribes from the north and Rome and Sasanian
Iran from the south.

The research aims to establish the chronology, dynamics, and
religious-political content of the Christianization of Kartli
through a critical reading of narrative, epigraphic, material, and
historiographic sources. Special attention is paid to the ideological
predisposition of the royal elite, where the spread of
Manichaeism is evaluated as an important precursor.

One of the aims of the work is to establish the reign of Rev the
Righteous (Mirian's father) and investigate his role in the
religious-political processes of Kartli. The research further seeks
to reconstruct the timeline of St. Nino's missionary activities
through on a critical comparison of Georgian and foreign sources.

The research also aims to trace the process of the formation of the
early church hierarchy of Kartli. Ultimately, the work seeks to
develop a new interpretative model of the process of the
Christianization of Kartli, situating the above-mentioned events
within the broader political, cultural, and ideological context.

Research Methodology

The methodology of the dissertation relies on comparative-
analytical and interdisciplinary approaches. The research draws
on a wide range of sources: Georgian narrative chronicles,
Armenian and Greco-Roman texts, and epigraphic,
archaeological, and numismatic data. Each source is analyzed
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according to current principles of historical research, with
attention to textual correspondences and differences.

The work further employs the method of historiographic-critical
review, by which Georgian and foreign studies — classical and
modern alike — are evaluated with respect to the validity of the
argumentation and the accuracy of the interpretation of sources.
The study examines the contributions of such scholars as M.
Brosset, Iv. Javakhishvili, N. Lomouri, C. Toumanoff, G.
Melikishvili, M. Chkhartishvili, M. Sanadze, V. Goiladze, and
others, alongside those of foreign authors whose research
addresses, from multiple angles, both the chronology of the kings
of Kartli and the profound religious transformation that Georgian
society underwent at the juncture of Late Antiquity and the Early
Middle Ages. Through this approach, the work offers a new,
synthetic vision that draws together the findings yielded at both
source-studies and interpretative levels, and presents the
Christianization of Kartli as a local manifestation of a sweeping
political and ideological transformation.

Scientific Novelty and Practical Significance

First, the research offers additional arguments regarding the
identification of the King of Kartli Rev the Righteous and
Mirian's father Rev, further reinforcing the stance previously
articulated by M. Sanadze. The study also presents supplementary
arguments regarding the identification of Mirian's father Rev
with the Sasanian prince Hormizd. These findings naturally
connect the genealogy of the royal dynasty of Kartli with the
Sasanian royal house, establishing a foundation for a more precise
chronological reconstruction, achieved by synchronizing the
evidence of the Kaaba-ye Zartosht inscription, the Paikuli
inscription, and the Georgian narrative tradition. The same
approach offers a new perspective on a number of inconsistencies
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in Leonti Mroveli's text concerning Mirian's Iranian origin —
discrepancies that were previously either ignored or dismissed as
mere textual errors.

The dissertation also clarifies the chronological framework of the
reign of Rev the Righteous (Rev-Niz), identified as Mirian's father
Rev, and demonstrates that his activities may have extended into
the early 4th century (approx. 308), which provides grounds for
suggesting that the initial phase of Saint Nino's missionary
activities coincided with the final years of Rev's reign.

Finally, the study offers a new substantiation for the chronology
of Saint Nino’s activities in Kartli. It dates Saint Nino’s entry into
Kartli to 303 and her death to 338. This version is supported by
an analysis of Georgian narrative sources, Armenian-Byzantine
parallels, and consideration of the broader political and religious
context. In establishing this chronology, attention is focused on
the period from Diocletian’s persecutions to the religious reforms
of Constantine the Great.

The conclusions reached in this study, as well as the proposed
chronological reconstructions, may be used for further research
in the field. The presented material makes a contribution to a
more accurate understanding of the historical events that took
place during the Christianization of Kartli and the revision of
existing historiographical problems. The methodology of critical
source analysis and the chronological framework developed here
will prove useful to scholars working on the ancient history and
early medieval period of Georgia. The findings may be
incorporated into university curricula, particularly into
components on the history of Georgia, the history of the spread
of Christianity, and the political history of the Caucasus. The
interpretations proposed in this dissertation enhance the current
understanding of cause-and-effect relationships among historical
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events and support the systemic analysis of complex historical
processes. The principal provisions of the study may further be
applied to the commentary of historical sources, textual studies,
and the research and popularization of cultural heritage.

Source Base of the Study

The source base of the work is rich: Georgian and foreign —
specifically, Armenian, Greco-Roman, Iranian, and Coptic —
narrative sources pertaining to the period under review have
been analyzed. Epigraphic and numismatic materials have also
been used. These materials clarify the issues of chronology and
allow for the verification of the dynastic lineages of historical
figures. The epigraphic monument evidence reveals clear parallels
with the Georgian narrative tradition, lending important support
to the argumentation of a number of issues.

For the comprehensive study of the issue, a wide range of
Georgian and foreign scholarly literature — including the
findings of the most recent research — has been consulted. The
work draws on an interdisciplinary approach and incorporates
knowledge accumulated in various fields, which ensures the
thoroughness of the historical reconstruction of the research
period.

Scope and Structural Framework of the Dissertation

The dissertation comprises 150 pages and is organized into an
introduction, three chapters, a conclusion, and a bibliography.
There are three subchapters in Chapter I, two subchapters in
Chapter II, and five subchapters in Chapter III.
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Chapter I — The Onset of the Sasanian Era in
the Kingdom of Kartli and Preconditions for
Christianization

1.1 The Establishment of Sasanian Rule in Kartli

This subchapter offers a multilateral analysis of the establishment
of the Sasanian dynasty in the Kingdom of Kartli. The process is
associated with the final years of Amazasp’s reign and the
enthronement of Rev the Righteous. The research is based on
both Georgian narrative and epigraphic sources, especially the
Kaaba-ye Zartosht inscription, which helps to define the
chronological framework of events more precisely. The
subchapter offers a critical analysis of the narrative of the
Georgian Chronicles in which the duplication of the list of kings
and the chronologically incorrect placement of information
significantly changes the actual picture of processes developing in
the Kingdom of Kartli. However, a critical review of the
described events and their comparison to parallel sources allow us
to reconstruct the actual picture. The study shows that the
establishment of Sasanians on the royal throne of Kartli must be
viewed as part of the imperial policy aimed at strengthening
control over the Caucasus region. This process affected the
political course of the kingdom of Kartli to a considerable extent
and created preconditions for the subsequent ideological and
religious transformation of the country.

1.2 Rev-Hormizd

An important argument for identifying Rev the Righteous with
Hormizd rests on the etymology of his name. “Rev” is likely a
shortened form of the composite “Rev-Niz”, which translates as
“the Destroyer of Falsehood.” The king’s Georgian epithet — Rev
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Martali (Rev the Righteous) — serves as a literal translation of
this title. This semantics of the name clearly mirrors the core
dualism of Zoroastrian doctrine, echoing an epithet of the
Avestan Ahura Mazda, manifested on earth as Hormizd
(Ohrmazd). Thus, "Rev-Niz" appears to have been a nickname
used in Kartli for a monarch whose official historical name was
likely Hormizd.

Greco-Roman sources present Hormizd as a rebellious prince,
which coincides in content with the Georgian narrative tradition,
although in the Georgian Chronicles this account has been
transferred to the era of Mirian due to the conflation of the
biographies of Rev and Mirian.

The Hormizd mentioned in Western sources is identified in
scholarly literature with the Sasanian prince governing
Kushanshahr. However, research shows that this identification
runs into irreconcilable contradictions. Textual, geographical, and
historical contexts point to Hormizd as a historical figure
operating in the Caucasian space. The same is suggested by the
account of Zosimus, in which Hormizd appears alongside the
king of Armenia at the imperial court of Constantine the Great
(306-337) — a circumstance that, in our view, undermines the
hypothesis of his direct rulership over Kushanshahr.

Rev-Hormizd is thus to be understood as an active participant in
Sasanian dynastic rivalries, whose career was bound up with the
internal crisis of Persia and the growing role of Kartli in regional
politics. A critical reading of narrative sources, juxtaposed with
epigraphic data, makes it possible to reconstruct the historical
figure of Rev and resolve the existing chronological discrepancies.

1.3 Preconditions for Christianization and
Manichaeism in the Kingdom of Iberia
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The subchapter examines preconditions for the spread of
Christianity in Kartli. Special attention is paid to the role played
by Manichaeism. The analysis of Manichaean texts and related
sources indicates that this doctrine exerted considerable influence
in the region, particularly among elite circles. Narrative sources
reveal that Rev the Righteous, like his father Hormizd-Ardashir,
was himself an adherent of Manichaeism, a commitment reflected
in the religious reforms he undertook. The subchapter establishes
that Manichaeism proved to be a transitional ideological system
that eased the acceptance of monotheism and prepared the
necessary worldview foundation for the establishment of
Christianity.

Chapter II — Geopolitical Shifts and the
Transformation of the Religious Trajectory

2.1 The Question of Armenia and Kartli in Irano-
Roman Relations (3rd—4th Centuries)

The subchapter analyzes the geopolitical situation in the South
Caucasus and the role of Kartli and Armenia in the context of the
confrontation between Rome and Sasanian Iran. The principal
military-political events of the 3rd—4th centuries are discussed,
among them the Peace of Nisibis as a key factor in reshaping the
balance of power in the region. It is shown that Kartli served as
an arena for the clash of imperial interests, where political
allegiance was closely intertwined with religious affiliation. The
subchapter contends that it was precisely this geopolitical tension
that created the conditions under which Christianity became not
only a religious but also a political choice. The Christianization of
Kartli is accordingly considered to be the outcome of a shift in
the regional balance of powers.
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2.2 The Religious Policy of Rome under Emperors
Diocletian and Constantine

The subchapter offers an analysis of the evolution of the religious
policy of the Roman Empire starting from persecutions during
the reign of Emperor Diocletian (284-305) to the radical
transformation that happened under Constantine the Great (306—
337). This part of the dissertation also examines the ideological
and political foundations of the Diocletianic Persecution as well
as the process of the legalization of Christianity following the
Edict of Milan. Attention is given to the way the changes affected
the peripheries of the empire, including the South Caucasus. In
this way, religious processes underway in Kartli are interpreted
against the background of broader imperial transformations.

Chapter III — The Christianization of Kartli
and the First Leaders of the Church

3.1 The Figure of St. Nino in Georgian and Foreign
Narrative Sources and Traditions

Georgian narrative tradition regards Saint Nino as the central
figure in the conversion of Kartli to Christianity. However, this
significance developed gradually. Earlier, Saint Gregory who
considered to be the enlightener of Georgians. Although
information about Saint Nino survives from this early period, the
consolidation of her cult begins from the time of the Georgian-
Armenian ecclesiastical schism of 608 and becomes especially
noticeable from the 9th century onward. This is associated with
the autocephaly of the Georgian Church and the emergence of
national identity.

The analysis of the sources shows that the story of Saint Nino is
multi-layered. It comprises an early historical core (in Greco-
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Latin and Armenian traditions) and later hagiographic additions.
Accordingly, the reconstruction of her activities is only possible
through the critical comparison of various sources.

3.2 The Name of the Enlightener of Kartli

The subchapter deals with the variants of Saint Nino’s name and
their spread according to various sources. Sources use different
names to refer to the enlightener of Kartli. In Greco-Roman
sources, she is referred to as the “captive woman”; in Armenian
sources, she appears as Nune, while in Georgian texts she
mentioned as Nino or Nina. Different versions of the etymology
of her name have been expressed by scholars (Latin Nonna,
Cappadocian names, pagan onomastics, eastern deities). There is
also a hypothesis of her identification with the Theognosta of
Coptic sources, which is rejected on chronological grounds. On
the basis of the available source material and the relevant
scholarly literature, this study concludes that the original form of
the name was likely Nunne, Nunna, or Nonna — derived from
the Latin term — which subsequently underwent transformation
in the Georgian environment, eventually yielding the form Nino.

3.3 The Hripsimeans and St. Nino

The episode of the Hripsimeans is one of the key and highly
debated questions in the study of Saint Nino's life. There are
different stances surrounding the issue in historiography: some
scholars regard the episode as a later hagiographic interpolation,
while others treat it as a historical event traceable to the early 4th
century.

A critical analysis of sources shows that dismissing the
connection between Saint Nino and the story of the Hripsimeans
is unwarranted.
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3.4 The Chronology of St. Nino's Arrival and Activities
in Kartli

Based on a comparative and critical analysis of the available
sources, a consistent chronological reconstruction of St. Nino's
missionary activities becomes possible: she enters Kartli in 303
and, following thirty-five years of missionary activities, passes
away in 338. This dating rests on chronological data consistently
repeated across sources — above all, the well-attested year of St.
Nino's death (338) and the indication that her demise occurred in
the thirty-fifth year after her arrival in Kartli. It is noteworthy
that this thirty-five-year interval appears in three independent
sources and should be regarded as the original number, whereas
the “fifteenth year” found in in a part of manuscripts is the
product of secondary scribal alteration It is absolutely logical to
assume that, in the process of rewriting, more specifically in the
course of word abbreviation or owing to textual corruption, the
scribes omitted “twenty” from the text and left only “fifteen”. The
possibility of a scribe making such a mistake is quite high given
the vigesimal structure of the Georgian language, where the
number 35 is rendered as otsda-tkhutmeti (literally, “twenty and
fifteen”).

3.5 Early Christianity in the Kingdom of Kartli and the
Influence of Zoroastrianism

According to narrative sources, an established pantheon —
comprising Armaz, Gatsi, and Gaim — was already in place when
Saint Nino entered Kartli, and the struggle against these deities
constitutes an important part of the narrative on Christianization.
Scholars have different opinions on the origin of these deities,
although many of them associate the deities with the Iranian-
Mithraic religious world. Notably, the establishment of
Christianity in Kartli accommodated the pre-existing religious
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environment by attaching new meaning to existing symbols.
Ancient sacred symbols, such as the tree, were transformed
within the Christian context to acquire new meaning. Traces of
Persian cultural and religious heritage remain evident in texts,
folklore, language, and material culture alike, suggesting that
Georgian Christianity was formed through a synthesis of old and
new religious philosophies.

3.6 The Formation of the Church of Kartli and Its First
Bishops

The chronology of the early leaders of the Church of Kartli, as
presented in Georgian narrative sources, is contradictory and
incomplete, although critical analysis and comparison with
Armenian sources allow for a reconstruction of its main phases.
The first bishop of the Church of Kartli, John, must have been
consecrated around 327. The succession of the following bishops
and their dates in office need further clarification due to the
diversity of sources. However, it is quite possible to determine
the chronological framework of the activities of Jacob, Job, Elijah,
and other priests.

The study shows that the formation of the church hierarchy was
closely related to the political situation in Kartli. The political and
confessional processes taking place at the turn of the 5th—6th
centuries ultimately created the basis for the institutional
transformation of the church — from an episcopacy to a
catholicosate, which culminated in the appointment of Peter as
catholicos in the early 520s.

Conclusion

The dissertation is devoted to the study of the political,
ideological, and religious dynamics in the Kingdom of Kartli
during the 3rd and 4th centuries. The research establishes that:
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1. The engagement of the king of Kartli Aspacures in the
military-political events related to the Armenian king Khosrov
must be excluded. This conclusion is based on the epigraphic data
of the Kaaba-ye Zartosht inscription, which confirms that in 262
Amazasp II was still alive, whereas Khosrov died in 253.
Consequently, it is chronologically impossible for Aspacures to
have been an ally of Khosrov — a discrepancy that requires the
revision of evidence preserved in the Georgian narrative
tradition. A critical analysis of the same data suggests that it was,
in fact, Amazasp II who engaged in the events associated with
Khosrov on the side of Kartli. In the Georgian Chronicles, the
account detailing the joint military battle of Amazasp and the
Armenian king Khosrov against Shapur was erroneously inserted
in the narrative related to Aspacures, violating the chronology.
This mistake stems from the fact that the chronicle available to
Leonti did not preserve the name of the king of Kartli, resulting
in the misplacement of the episode.

2. The chronological discrepancies in the Georgian narrative
sources are rooted in the duplication of the list of kings from
Amazasp to Mirian, the perception of the same events as different
processes, and the conflation — intentional or unintentional — of
the lives of the first Sasanian kings, Rev, and his successor,
Mirian, particularly in the Georgian Chronicles.

3. The juxtaposition of epigraphic data and narrative sources
shows that the first Sasanian king on the throne of Kartli was not
Mirian, but rather his father, Rev the Righteous, who was the
nephew (sister’s son) of Amazasp and the son of the king of
Armenia. There is broad scholarly agreement that the last years
of Amazasp’s rule overlapped with the reign of Hormizd-Ardashir
in Armenia. Thus, Rev the Righteous (Mirian’s father) is the son
of the Sasanian king of Armenia, Hormizd-Ardashir, and is
therefore a Hormizd himself. In Persian epigraphic monuments,
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he first appears as the son of Hormizd-Ardashir, under the
diminutive name Hormizdak, and is later referred to as Hormizd
the Great. The basis for identifying Rev and Hormizd lies in the
name, the etymology of which indicates that Rev the Righteous is
the localized Georgian rendering of the composite Rev-Niz (“the
Destroyer of Falsehood”). The epithet belonged to Hormizd as the
earthly manifestation of Ahura Mazda. This version is supported
by cases of chronological correspondence and the critical analysis
of narrative and historiographical data.

Apart from Persian epigraphic monuments, Hormizd is
mentioned in Greco-Roman narrative sources as a rebelling
prince fighting to ascend the Persian throne. The processes
described in the sources exactly coincide with the story of the
Georgian Chronicles which narrates the struggle of the king of
Kartli for the Persian throne. In spite of the fact that in the
Georgian Chronicles this story is placed in the epoch of Mirian,
content analysis reveals that we are actually dealing with events
of an earlier period and that the lives of the first Sasanian king,
Rev, and his son, Mirian, are conflated. One of the important
consequences of this merging is the unusually long period of
Mirian’s reign, which has consistently perplexed Georgian
scholars and cast doubt on the reliability of this source.
Separating the lives of Rev and Mirian allows us to explain this
discrepancy, which will make the chronological picture clearer
and more consistent.

4. Rev the Righteous played a substantial role in orienting the
political and ideological trajectory of Kartli. First of all, he was an
adherent of Manichaean doctrines, an ideological leaning that
prompted him to prohibit infant sacrifice in the Kingdom of
Kartli. At the same time, according to Georgian narrative sources,
his reign lasted until the beginning of the 4th century, supporting
the assumption that he was a contemporary witness to the initial
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phase of Saint Nino’s missionary activities. The following phrase
from the Georgian Chronicles should belong to the final part of
the chronicle describing his life: “At that time, the holy and
blessed Nino arrived.” We believe that this phrase contributed to
the conflation of the lives of Rev and Mirian. Thus, Rev must be
recognized as the historical figure in whose reign the political and
ideological groundwork for the later adoption of Christianity was
laid.

5. Ultimately, it became possible to specify the chronological
framework of Saint Nino’s missionary activities. The juxtaposition
of different narrative traditions and their alignment with the
global political context suggest that Nino's entry into Kartli
should be dated to 303, and her death to 338. This chronology fits
well both with the religious persecutions of Diocletian and with
the changed reality in the era of Constantine.
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