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General description of the dissertation work

The importance and relevance of the research topic The
dissertation work is the first attempt to study and investigate
in depth, in the context of Polyevktos Karbelashvili’s
thinking, the historical thinking of the era of nationalism, its
peculiarities, the function that historical science acquired in
the new time; to clearly show how a new concept of
historical heroes emerged in order to dispel the feeling of
nihilism and hopelessness in the nation during that most
difficult time; in the dissertation paper, we tried to outline
the historical methodology and source knowledge base that
was characteristic of Georgian historians of the imperial
period; it became clear how historians working in “Iveria”
and other democratic press helped the national cause, how
they used examples of the past to explain contemporary
problems; The previously unknown and unpublished
archival, press, and source materials we have introduced into
our scientific dissertation work will reveal many novelties to
researchers of ancient and modern Georgian history, and
will contribute to the assessment of some of the problems
regarding which there are different viewpoints.

Goal of the research - the specific goal of the research is to
demonstrate, using the example of the historical thinking of
Polyevktos Karbelashvili, Ilia’s associate and member of the
“Iveria” team, the main mission assigned to the history of
Georgia by this prominent figure in the consolidation of the
nation. Scientifically study and analyse the contribution of
the Holy Father, Priest Polyevktos Karbelashvili, to all these
processes. In the context of his understanding of Georgia’s
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historical past, show what purpose historical themes had
acquired at the beginning of the new national liberation
path, and outline the results that the implementation of this
project was supposed to bring in terms of the fight against
the colonial regime and the restoration of lost statehood.

Research Objective - the main objective of the research topic
is to return to Georgian historiographic science the
previously unstudied thoughts of the outstanding spiritual
father of the second half of the 19th century, his views on
various events in Georgia’s historical past, and to present his
spiritual and national contribution to the country and
nation. We would like to show this objective in the context
of the national project of the 60s, the so-called
“Tergdaleulta” project. This was the process of instilling the
liberal-democratic ideas of the peoples of Europe, a cultural-
educational revolution carried out by Ilia Chavchavadze’s
associates and teammates to create the necessary favourable
soil for this. To show how this most difficult task was
accomplished under the conditions of Russification policies
and the persecution of the Georgian language and culture.
How the cultural and educational institutions created at that
time served the cause of the Georgian nation’s self-
awareness, preservation of national identity, and the
country’s economic progress. It is interesting to see what
historical thinking served in these circumstances, what
themes and concepts were raised by Georgian historians of
the 1960s generation. We attempted to demonstrate these
main problems, according to the research topic, through a
scientific analysis of the multifaceted contributions and
thoughts of an outstanding cleric, Polyevktos Karbelashvili,
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and by presenting the conceptually new ideas he introduced
into the Georgian intellectual space.

Scientific novelty and main results of the work - the
scientific novelty and main results of the work are closely
related to the relevance of the research topic. The work will
bring some novelty to the understanding of genealogical,
chronological, historical-geographical issues, and will
introduce another cleric, Polyevktos Karbelashvili, who
worked in many areas, was honored by the country and the
nation, and had a bold and extremely interesting way of
thinking, into the space of Georgian history research.
Research methodology - the dissertation is based on
qualitative research methods. A pragmatic methodology for
determining the interdependence and interconnection of
events in a specific historical period is used. Also, historical-
comparative, scientific analysis and synthesis methods are
used. The methodology we used allowed us to identify how
and by what methods Polyevktos Karbelashvili tried to
influence his contemporary society, to raise interest and love
for the historical past in them, and how he experienced his
contemporary reality.

Theoretical and practical value of the work - the work will
be useful to all specialists in the field who are interested in
the past of Georgia, as well as the “era of nationalism and
self-determination of nations” of the second half of the 19th
century. It will be used by lecturers and students of the
Faculty of Humanities to deepen their historical knowledge,
understand the essence of many historical events, and
interpret them in a new way. The work will also be
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interesting to anyone interested in the political and
ecclesiastical history of Georgia.

Volume and structure of the work - the dissertation paper
consists of 300 pages and consists of an introduction, five
chapters, a conclusion, 9 appendices and references.

Main content of the work

Introduction

The introductory part of the dissertation substantiates the
importance and relevance of the research topic, establishes
the goal and objectives of the research, determines the
theoretical and practical value of the work, shows the
research methodology, provides the history of the study of
the issue, and also provides a biography of Polyevktos
Karbelashvili.

Chapter I
Review of the reference materials used

While working on the dissertation, we mainly used the
works of P. Karbelashvili’s predecessors and his
contemporary historians. These authors are: Parsadan
Gorgijanidze (1626-1696), Vakhushti Bagrationi (1696-
1757), Sekhnia Chkheidze (1670-1739), Papuna Orbeliani,
Oman Kherkheulidze (17??7-1805), Alexander Amilakhvari
(1750-1802), Ioane Bagrationi (1766-1830), David Bagrationi
(1767-1819), Teimuraz Bagrationi (1782-1846), Tedo
Zhordania (1854-1916), Alexander Froneli (Kipshidze)
(1862-1916), Dimitri Bakradze (1826-1890), Platon Ioseliani
(1809-1875), David Karichashvili (1862-1927), Niko
Mtvarelishvili (1844-1923), Iv. Javakhishvili (1876-1940),
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Dimitri Purtseladze (1825-1891), Alexander Tsagareli (1844-
1929), Petre Umikashvili (1838-1904), Alexander
Khakhanashvili (1864-1912), Mikheil (Gobron) Sabinin
(1845-1900), Mikheil Tamarashvili (1858-1911), Kirion
(Giorgi) Sadzaglishvili (1855-1918), Ilia Okromchedlishvili
(Serebriakov) (1838-1898), Bishop Gabriel Kikodze (1825-
1896), Sargis Kakabadze (1886-1967), Niko Mari (1864-1934)
and others.

To confirm the specific facts presented in the dissertation,
we also use the latest Georgian historiography, scientific
findings and interpretations of modern researchers,
however, the main emphasis is still on comparing and
reconciling P. Karbelashvili’s views with the views of
modern historians and evaluating the results of the research.

Chapter IT

Polyevktos Karbelashvili, researcher of the historical
past of Georgia

P. Karbelashvili, as an ideological representative of the
1960s, did a lot to better present Georgia’s historical past. He
used unknown written monuments, charters, and
documents containing various political and social content
kept in the families of the Kartli nobles, collected by himself
and other figures, and by analysing them, he tried to present
many events of the past in a new way. Although many of his
essays are unfinished or fragmentarily depicted activities of
historical figures, his work in this direction is of great
importance for the further development of Georgian
historiography. For this purpose, the Archpriest studied
materials preserved in the ancient churches and monasteries
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of Svaneti. He also transcribed and preserved for future
generations about two thousand awards. The researcher did
a great job compiling the “Chronicle” of the 12th-13th
centuries, which included a lot of epigraphic, ethnographic,
documentary, and folklore material.

Polyevktos Karbelashvili made a distinguished contribution
to the study of historical antiquities preserved in the library
of the David Gareji Monastery. He visited this library in 1889
and found a rich collection of manuscripts, which, according
to him, included 110 books, 22 of which were written on
leather. Archpriest Polyevktos copied and deciphered the
inscriptions on the manuscripts, which contained many
unknown historical facts. P. Karbelashvili traced the old
manuscript of “Knight in the Panther’s Skin” to Gurjaani,
which was published in the magazine “Iveria”.

Archpriest P. Karbelashvili considered the historical path
travelled by the Georgian people to be the most difficult and
glorious. At the same time, his current situation was
disturbing and somewhat disappointing. However, his entire
career was an attempt to restore the Georgian people, with
their honourable past, to the ability to fight for a better
future. To achieve this goal, he actively wrote about the
kings and princes of Georgia, who devoted their entire lives
to fighting the enemy and defending the country. He praised
and glorified their heroic deeds and decisions, but he did not
shy away from criticizing them either.

In this chapter, we present the material preserved in the
archive of P. Karbelashvili about the Kings Giorgi VII,
Svimon I, Luarsab II, Rostom Khosro Mirza, Vakhtang V and
Vakhtang VI. In them, the researcher expresses his own
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point of view on these historical figures, highlighting their
dedication to the nation and country.

Chapter III
Assessment of King Erekle II's state policy and the
Georgian-Russian relations by Polyevktos Karbelashvili

Erekle II is the king to whom Archpriest P. Karbelashvili
devotes the most space in his archival records. Information
is gathered here that paints a clear picture of the conditions
in which the population of Kartl-Kakheti lived in the 18th
century, and the hard life the people endured.

P. Karbelashvili’s notes clearly show that Erekle II fought
both external and internal enemies throughout his reign.
The issue of Dagestanians, which could not be completely
eradicated or eliminated, was particularly unresolved.
Against the backdrop of the tense situation surrounding
Kartl-Kakheti and the constant concern for defense, the fact
that Erekle II, together with both his father and Catholicos
Anton I, did not lack enthusiasm for the development of the
country in all directions is well demonstrated.

P. Karbelashvili’s archival records clearly show that
immediately after becoming king, Erekle-Teimuraz had to
take active actions, both for the protection and expansion of
the country’s territories, and for the development of the
country: In the economic, military, cultural, etc. directions;
these measures were especially necessary to strengthen a
country surrounded by enemies, so that the country would
have economic stability and this would also help in military
affairs. P. Karbelashvili lists and summarizes in detail the
reconstruction of the country carried out by Erekle II. The
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financial strengthening of the king is well shown, which
helped him turn neighboring areas into allies. The author
also pays significant attention to Levan Batonishvili, the son
of Erekle II, whose death he considers a great tragedy for the
country, believing that if he had lived, he would not have
allowed his father to sign the treaty.

The chronology of Teimuraz-Erekle’s beginning of relations
with Russia is also discussed here. In his archival records,
Archpriest P. Karbelashvili has well shown Russia’s attitude
towards the Georgian kings, hidden goals and real actions;
based on sources, he has provided many unknown facts
about General Totleben, which allows for a better
assessment of his personality. Hereby, the author directly
indicates that Totleben already had a secret assignment from
the Russian government to overthrow King Erekle and
annex the Kingdom of Kartl-Kakheti to Russia.

P. Karbelashvili, unlike his contemporary historians and
scholars, unequivocally negatively assesses the alliance
agreement of the Georgievsky Treaty and its consequences
for the Kingdom of Kartl-Kakheti. He believes that Russia
deceived the Georgian king and Georgian society, used them
for its own interests, and ultimately conquered them. The
author also shows us well how, over the years since 1783,
Erekle IT tried in vain to obtain the aid from Russia stipulated
in the provisions of the Treaty.

In this chapter, we have discussed P. Karbelashvili’s archival
information about George XII and Alexander Batonishvili.

Chapter IV - Polyeuktos Karbelashvili _ Researcher of
the History of the Georgian Church
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Great attention has been paid to the study of the history of
the Georgian church since the 1950s. A special contribution
to this field was made by clergymen, people working under
the anti-Georgian church policy of the Russian exarchs,
whose goal was to demonstrate the rich traditions of church
life that had been created in Georgia since the very first
century of the spread of Christianity. Polyeuktos
Karbelashvili was one such clergyman who devotedly tried
to actively oppose the tsarist church policy in Georgia. He
was one of the first to condemn the stripping of autocephaly
from the Georgian Orthodox Church and its transfer to the
rule of the Russian Synod.

The author emphasizes the fact that Georgia adopted
Christianity at a time when the rules for practicing this
religion had not yet been established in Rome. It attaches
great importance to the issue of obtaining autocephaly. He
believes that the independence of the Catholicos of Mtskheta
has added life to the Georgian Church.

From P. Karbelashvili’s notes, the increased role of the clergy
in society and the activities of the royal government is
clearly evident. However, the author did not see any danger
in this, as he believed that kings also favoured a strong
priesthood, since they considered it the main means of
strengthening the kingdom.

Polyeuktos Karbelashvili saw the proper observance of the
foundations of Christianity as a prerequisite for the longevity
of the Georgian Kingdom and the Church. In his writings,
he clearly demonstrated the ancient and illustrious history
of the Georgian Orthodox Church, its great role in
strengthening the fighting capacity of the Georgian state and
the Georgian nation.
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Karbelashvili has a separate material proposed by him - “The
Ecclesiastics". It contains a list of Catholicos of the Georgian
Church, starting with Peter (457 AD) and Samuel I (457-499
AD), with reference to the years. Additional information
available to the author about each of them is also indicated
here.

P. Karbelashvili is particularly interested in Catholicos
Anton I. He calls him a “shining star” of the 18th century in
world church history. He is also surprised - “How did
Vakhtang VI's Muslim brother, King Jesse, raise such a
child?” At a time when Catholicos Anton I was being
criticized by many people, Karbelashvili’s assessment is
interesting and noteworthy. In various parts of P.
Karbelashvili’s works, we find a lot of important information
about Catholicos Anton I. The author himself considers the
Catholicos’s biggest flaw to be his signing of the “Georgievsk
Treaty”.

Polyeuktos Karbelashvili, as a cleric, was particularly
affected by the loss of autocephaly of the Georgian Church
and its subordination to the Russian Synod. Accordingly, he
is highly critical of the policies of the Russian government
and the reforms they have implemented in the church. The
issue of confiscating property from churches is discussed
here, as well as an indication of the difficult financial
situation in which the Georgian clergy found themselves.
How they fought against the Georgian language in the
seminary, etc.

In the numerous notes of Polyevktos Karbelashvili, a large
place is occupied by the importance of Georgian hymns, the
history of their development, and the care for their
perfection. He believed that this was an original cultural fact,
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in which the layers of the ancient history and spiritual life,
secular and religious existence of the Georgian people were
embedded. It was not created in imitation of Greek or any
other country’s hymns but rather was created based on the
spiritual emotion of the Georgian nation, a deep sense of the
Georgian language, and is the product of a distinctive love
for the Lord.

One of the many achievements of the Karbelashvili family is
the “Karbelashvili Chant”, which is often referred to as
“Karbelashvili Mode”. This is a Georgian (Kartl-Kakhetian)
hymn, preserved by the Karbelov/Karbelashvili family
tradition. Its founder is Polyevktov’s grandfather, Petre
Khmaladze - “Karbela” (1754-1848).

Chapter V - Issues of Georgian socio-political, socio-
economic and ethnic relations in the writings of
Polyevktos Karbelashvili:

P. Karbelashvili devotes significant attention to the Kakheti

Uprising of 1812 and the discussion of its preconditions.

Specific letters are provided regarding the preconditions and

causes of the uprising. The extensive letters he offers paint a

stark, yet clear picture of the unbearable situation of the

Georgian people under Russian rule.

The Archpriest’s special attention was also drawn to the 1765

conspiracy against Erekle II, led by Paata Batonishvili. This

was a conspiracy, the foundations of which had been laid for

a long time. By thwarting Paata Batonishvili’s conspiracy

and severely punishing the conspirators, Erekle II got rid of
both one of the main rivals for the throne and the
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Amilakhvari family, the most powerful feudal house during
his reign.

P. Karbelashvili, who is particularly interested in the history
of the 18th century, discusses the histories of noble families.
Based on the list attached to Georgievsky Treaty. It pays
special attention to the Amilakhvari family - their
settlement in Kartli, their promotion to the royal court,
discusses the lives of specific representatives of this family
(Bardzim/Koyar; Andukhapar, Givi, Papuna, Demetre...),
their role in the political processes taking place in the
country, etc.

Of the peoples who settled in Georgia a long time ago, we
only have rich information about the Armenians in P.
Karbelashvili’s notes. The author cites various historical facts
as evidence that the Armenians were never allies or
supporters of the Georgians and that they always abused the
goodwill of the Georgians towards them.

Polievktos Karbelashvili actively collaborated and published
articles in the newspapers of the time: “Iveria”, “Droeba”,
“Sakartvelo”, etc. It should be noted that the journalistic
legacy left by P. Karbelashvili is diverse. Here, we find
articles written on historical-political, as well as
ecclesiastical and everyday topics. From these journalistic
materials, the goal of P. Karbelashvili, as one of the active
supporters of the 60s, is clearly evident. While his
manuscripts were not accessible to modern society, the
articles published in the press were truly aimed at the reader
and served the purpose that the Archpriest’s entire life had
been to inspire the Georgian people with the best examples
of the country’s historical past, instilling in them national
pride and the ability to fight for a better future.
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Main conclusions

16.

17.

18.

19.

P. Karbelashvili, as a representative of the patriotic
wing of the Georgian Church clerks, was actively
involved in the implementation of the national
project of the  Generation of  Sixties
(“Tergdaleulebi”).

P. Karbelashvili's religious activities, secular
journalism, and research into the historical past
made a certain contribution to strengthening the
liberation struggle of the Georgian people, defeating
Russian colonial-imperial policy, and restoring the
autocephaly and state independence of the Georgian
Church.

For this purpose, P. Karbelashvili studied materials
preserved in the ancient churches and monasteries
of Svaneti. He also transcribed and preserved for
future generations about two thousand awards. The
researcher did a great job compiling the “Chronicle”
of the 12th-13th centuries, which included a lot of
epigraphic, ethnographic, documentary, and
folklore material.

P. Karbelashvili made a distinguished contribution
to the study of historical antiquities preserved in the
library of the David Gareji Monastery. The
Archpriest copied and deciphered the inscriptions
on the manuscripts, which contained many
unknown historical facts. He copied about 1,300
documents from the 15th-18th centuries, the
originals of which are now lost. Accordingly, the
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

manuscripts copied by P. Karbelashvili represent the
primary source of Georgian history;

P. Karbelashvili’s conceptual conclusions on the
contributions of those historical figures, towards
whom Georgian historiography still has an
ambiguous attitude (King George VII, Vakhtang VI,
Catholicos-Patriarch Anton I, etc.), are important
and interesting. He evaluates all of them by a single
criterion - their loyalty to the state and faith, and
their contribution to the country in this direction;
The entire activity of Archpriest P. Karbelashvili was
an attempt to restore hope and the ability to fight for
a better future for the Georgian people, who had a
dignified past. In this regard, his historical works
highlighted the lives of kings who were particularly
devoted to their homeland (Simon I, Luarsab II,
Giorgi VII, Erekle II, etc.) and informed the public
in as much detail as possible.

P. Karbelashvili expresses unusually bold opinions
for his era on aspects of Georgian-Russian relations,
openly criticizing the actions and decisions of the
Russian government, as well as their secular and
religious representatives in Georgia.

P. Karbelashvili’s description and assessment of the
signing of the Georgievsky Treaty and its political
consequences is extremely interesting. He also
believes that Erekle II signed the Treaty with Russia
in 1783, among other reasons, to permanently
eliminate the descendants of Vakhtang VI.

P. Karbelashvili objectively evaluates the state
activities of Erekle II. The researcher
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25.

26.

27.

28.

unconditionally gives high praise to his military
talent, but criticizes some of his political decisions.
These are: concluding a treaty with Russia on the
terms set out in it; drawing up a new will for the
inheritance. P. Karbelashvili also does not hide the
king’s excessive cruelty towards people who opposed
him (Dimitri Amilakhvari, Abdullah Beg, Paata
Batonishvili, etc.).

P. Karbelashvili had a lion’s share in restoring
Georgian church chant, recording it, demonstrating
its value, and passing it on to future generations;

As a highly educated clergyman, he deepened the
history of the Georgian Church through his
publications, made a great contribution to the
struggle against the anti-Georgian policy of the
Russian Synod and to the restoration of the lost
autocephaly for the Georgian Church;

Written during the era of reaction, Russia’s most
ruthless policy, his letters on the secular and
religious life of Georgia were both bold and
objective. This was not just a criticism of Russia, it
was also a criticism of the Georgian clergy and kings
who were pursuing Russian interests and who were
easily deceived by the policies of their cunning
neighbour.

P. Karbelashvili was actively involved in the
activities of the society promoting literacy among
Georgians, and he also made a great contribution to
the opening of a church museum, libraries, and
printing houses. P. Karbelashvili actively
participated in liberal and democratic press organs.
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29. Many of Polyevktos Karbelashvili’s views were bold
and innovative for his era. During the Soviet regime,
these views were completely persecuted, the
totalitarian regime dealt a heavy blow to the
Karbelashvili family, many of its members, including
his children, were repressed. Instead, the post-Soviet
historiography shared and deepened many of his
progressive views.

30. The scientific legacy of Polyevktos Karbelashvili, his
contribution to Georgian culture and society, which
has not yet been studied in a monographic and in-
depth manner, deserves the commemoration of this
great man, the popularization of his thoughts and
deeds, which was also the modest goal of our
scientific research.
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